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TO THE 


READERS. 


OU are herepreſented with the Life 
and Reign of « Prince whoſe Misfor- 
tunes render his Story perhaps as Re- 
t, pear waxy 7 f- - Engliſh An- 
nals. Conceruing which 1 only aſſure you, 
that the Compilts (for he as wt affects. 
4s deſerves the Title of an Author) has made 
i#t his gy truly Rees down naked Matters 
of Fad as he finds thems Related by the beſt 
Authors, without obtruding his own Fancies 
or Dreams wnder the Notion of Hiſtory. 
Which that it may more evidently appear, be 
thinks fit togive you an Account of T wo of the 
Authors whom he hath principally followed; 
Becauſe One of them living in that very time, 
and the other either then, or not long after, 
they may rationally be ſuppoſed to have the 
moft certain knowledge of thoſe Tranl(- 
actions, DE 45-4 
The frſt is Denricus Knighton, whoſe 
work De Eventibus Angliz, 7» Latin, zs 
Printed amonzft aivers other ancient Hilto- 
. Ties #13 that large and accurate Colleftion, In- 
NT PIT tituled, 
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tituled, Biſtoriz Anglicanz Scriptores De- 
cem : Firſt bought int 'Publick Light from 
Authengigk Manuſcripts, by thoſe two learn- 
ed Antignaries, Sir Roger T wylden Kwight 
and Baronet , aud the Famors John Selfen ! 

Eſquire, (who both prefixt their Epiſtles 
therennto,) Nor was that Miraculoys Trea- 
"ſury.gf all lolid Learning, the wot Reverend 
Ute Primate of Armavgh, wanting in 

ahojrn aad Prozaoting that Edition, | 
_* The Great &t&ldett zz his Preface, Fol.46. 
' #eHs us, That thi: Kult htan was. Canon 
. of the <Aþbey of J.ciceſter, and that he flon- 
'Tiſbt 7p the time of this Kigg Richard the Se- 
.Fond, the wot part of wy eton he wrote, dt. 
_ auczng his Hilkory /r0 Tilttam the Con- 
quergur , until withia Forr years before the 
"DepoTfrion of the ſaid King Rchard, viz. 
. Toxhe year 1395. At whith time we may ſup- 
. poſe that Author was himſelf ſnatcht away by 
"Death, or aiſabled by ſime Dileale, for elſe 
he mo 1 abruptly have diſcontinued his 
| Rook. which Conjecture is confirmed by what 
Sir Roger Twylden 22 his Epiſtle zells ws, 
That im the Manuſcript in the Rexowned 
"Cattan's Library, (which be concerves to be 
the very Autographon, or Original Hand- 

writing of the Author, and from whith the 

fame was exattly Printed ) there is in the 
firſt Page az Talcription, /*tifuled, Lamen- 
cfumy 
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rum Compilatoris, The Compilers Com- 
plaint, beginning thus , | 


Sum Czcus facus ſubit2 Caligine tacus. 
Blind f am grown, with ſudden darkneſs 
ruck, ' 
And thus concluding : 
Me Deus allifit, cum vult ſanare, va- 
lebit. | | 
In Domino ſemper ſtat quod relevabi- 
tur ger. 
Smitten 1 am by God, who when he pleaſe 
Can help me, and alone cure each Diſeaſe. 
-And fo much for Knighton. 

The other is Thomas UWalſingham, 4 
Benedictine Monk belonging to the Abbey 
of S. Albans, who for ought appears might 
likewiſe live in King Richard's days, for he 
zs ſaid to have flouriſht, that is, to be grown 
famous by his Labours, about the year 1440. 
And Leland gives this Charatter of him, 
In Hiſtorjis Colligendis ſtudioſus atque di- 
ligens, ! hat he was a Perſon very ſtudious and 
diligent in Colledting or Compiling of Hiſto- 
ries, His Hiſtory (herein made uſe of ) begins, 
An. Dom. 1273, azd ends Anno 1422- 

To theſe cheifly is the preſent work Indeb- 
ted, and in moſt magerial paſſages, they are 
Cited, and their very words ſtrictly Tranſla- 
ted, yer ſtill not omitting to conſult other the 
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' aoſt credible Hiſtorians that have wrote of 
thoſe times. 

And as for the Proceſs touching the Nepo- 
fition of King Richard, the Articles againſt 
him, &c. The ſame are punitually Tranllated 
from the words of the Record, as the ſame 
(Examined 'and atteſted) are Printed inthe 
ſaid Volum called, Hiſt. Anglicans Seriptores 


decem, from Col. 2743. to Col. 2762. 


come 
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Life and Reign 


KING RICHARD 
The Second: 


TIRITG he d Ing Richard the Second was born at 
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Burdeanx in France, inthe Year 
1386. His Father was that Re- 
= nowned Hero Edward, — 
2 F called The Black Prince , eldeſt 
Z ES Son of the Great and ViQorious 
King, Edward the Third, His Mother Foan Daugh- 
ter of the Eart of Kent, for her exquiſite Beauty, 
ſtyled; The fair Maid of Kent. And if he were 10 
unhappy, as.nor altogether to Inherit his Grand- 
fathers Prudence, and his Fathers Spirit and Cori- 
dt, yet it cannot be Yenied but he retained ſome- 
thing of his Mothers Handſomneſs , being celebra- 
ted tos the goodlieſt Perſonage, and moſt amiable 
Conmenance of any King that had'been before hins 
| B His 
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2 The Life. and Reign 
His Father, after he had filled both Frarce and 
Spain with terrible Trophies of his Yaloir, (ha- 
ving taken the King of the former Priſoner, and 
in the latter generouſly by his Arms reſtored Peter 
King of Caſtile and Leor, when injuriouſly dri- 
ven ont of thoſe Realms by the Arragonians and 
French) was in the rn xth year of his Age, 
ſnatcht away by death (ſome ſay haftened by Poy- 
ſon) during the Life of his Father King Edward ; 
who. having then three other Sons ſtill ſurviving, 
viz. Fohn of Gaunt Duke of Lancaſter ; Edmund of 
Langley afterwards Earl bf Pe Duke of 
York ;. and Thomas of Woodſtock, afterwards Duke 
of Glouceſter : For preventing any Quarrels after 
his own deceaſe, and all Pretenſions which any of 
them might make to the Crown, te the prejudice 
of his Grandchild, (this eur Prince Rzichard, to 
whom as Son of the eldeſt Brother it was ad- 
judged to belong : ) He reſolves to ſee his Right 
declared and fettled .in Parkament; Creating 
likewife the ſaid Richard firſt Carl of Cheſter and 
Cornwall, and then Prince of Wales ; and taking an 
Oath of all the Lords of the Realm to accept him 
for their King as his lawful Heir, when ever him- 
{cif ſhould expire. | 
Being thus put into the immediate Proſpe& of 
a Crown, the over-burdenſom Glory came too faſt up- 
on his tender head, for King Edward having over- 
liv'd his Fortune, and the better part of himſelf, 
his Conqueſts abroad being daily raviſht backy and 
Alice Price his Concubine ſhamefully ruling both 
Him and moſt Afﬀeairs at hoive,: opprefied with 
Grief and Age, (though ſome fay much more de- 
bilitated by the Careſſes of that pernulant1Srrumpet ) 
4 | reſign'd 


reſign'd his laſt Breath at Richmond, the One and 
twentieth of Fune, Anno Dom. 1377, in the Sixty 
fourth Year of his Age, having Reigned Fifty 
Yeats, four Months, and odd Days: * © 
Upon the firſt notice of his Death, the City of . 

Londen ſent Depities to Prince Richard, ( who 
with the Princefs his Mother lay then at King- 
font) to acknowledge him their lawfull Sove- 
reign, and requeſt that he would pleaſe ro honour 
them with his Preſence and nearer Reſidence : 
Which Meſſage was kindly received, and the 
young King ſoon after came to his Palace at Weſf- 
re Ti and on the Sixteenth day of 7uly was ſo- 
lemnly Crowned; the Citizens ſparing no Colt to 
expreſs their Loyalty and zealows Afeti to his 
Perſon, both in his Paſſage through the Town,and 
at his Coronation ; As by ſeveral Trinmphant Ar- 
ches, Conduits running With Wine, and all other 
Demonſtrations of a tranſporting Joy 3 Inſomuch 
that by ſome of the Nobility he was Ironically cal. 
ed The Londoner*s. Ki ng. | 

_ His tender Age (being at his Grandfarhers 
Death but eleven years old ) RR ſome Pro- 
reftor, or chief Managers of Phblick Afﬀairs, but 
to whom to commit ſo weighty a Trft, is the Dif- 
ficulty : If to One, Ambition joyned with Power, 
may tempt to Uſurpation ; Nor wanted they a Pre- 
cedent at home, whilſt they remembred haw King 
Fohn juſtled -out his Nephew Prince ' Arthur. If 
to ſeveral, then it might be feared, thar diffe- 
rent private /nterefts, FaQions, and By-ends, 
( from which ſtarce any of the Grandees were | 
free) mighvintangle or retard their Proceedings, 
fo as to obſtrua- their ating unanimouſly and 
MY B 2 chear . 
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chearfully for the Publick Weal: Act laſt hoping 
to pleaſe all Pretenders, and conſidering that from 
a multitude of Councellors moſt ſafety might. be 
expected ; They intruſted firſt the Kings Three 
Uncles; but Lancaſter, whether diſcontented to 
have any Partners, or that he cared not much to. 
intermeddle, becauſe he had contracted both the . 
Enmity of the Clerzy,and the diſſatisfaQion of the 
Loxdoners : Or whether having a pretence to 
the Crown of Caſtile, by the Marriage of Conſtance 
Daughter of the before-mentioned King Pever , 
that be might better purſue his Claim thereunto , 
warily withdrawing himſelf from that Charge ; ſe- 
veral other Lords both Spiritual and Temporal 
were added, till ac laſt being found too mary, the 
ſame was Conferr'd wholly upon the Earl of War- 
wick, who diſcharged the Office with good fa- 
tisfaQtion. , 

The Scorch and French promiſing themſelves 
Advantzges from the Kings Minority, began to- 
make Attempts upon his Territories, almoſt be- 
fore he was-in poſſeſſion of the Crown. The firſt 
ſurprized the Caſtle of Berwick, the ſecoyd the 
Iſle of Wight, and burnt and pillag'd feveral Towns 
and Villages on the Coaſts, but were both quick- 
Iy repuls'd and beaten out again. 

About two Months after the Coronation, a 
Parliament is called , which fate from Afichaelmas 
to S. Avdrew's Day , and Baniſhed Alice Price, 
King Edward's Miſtreſs; for that whercas for- 
merly being complained of as a Grievance in Par- 

liament , ſhe had ſwof# never to come again into 
the Kings Court or Preſence , ( which the King 
had likewiſe confirmed with his Oath ) yet ___ 

11 
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I , 
$EEBPD © \ 
of King Richard the Second, 5 
the Yeath' of the Black Prince, the had returned 
and mjſgovern'd the King , preſuming to fit in 
judicial Courts, and by her Preſence and Influ- 
ence to wreſt Fuſtice, and in his ſickneſs flattered 
him with hopes of Life, ſo that he negleted ma- 
king Proviſion for his Soul, till he was quite feech- 
Ws whilſt ſhe in the mean time purfoyned away 
the choiceft things in the Palace, and ſtole even 
the very Rings off his Fingers, and then Clike a 
Right Harlo: ) left him gaſping for Life , and un- 
able to ſpeak one word, in the Company only 'of 
pne poor Prieſt, My Author ſays, when ſhe. 
came novy fo be queſtioned, ſhe had with 
corrupted many of the Lords, and all che Lawyers 
of England, who did not only ſecretly but pub- 
lickly plead and uſe all their Intereſt in her behalf; 
vet the was ſo vigorouſly profecated by ' the 
Knights jn Parliament, that being by her on 
Moyth Convieted, the was Baniſht the Land, an 
all her Eſtate moveable and immoveable, forfeited 
to the Exchequer ;, from whence by the late Kings 
Favour, or rather Dotage , it had unduly been 
obtain'd. S © 
There was alſo by this Parliament given to the 
King Two Tenths of the Clergy , 'and Two Fif- 
teenths of the Temporalty , to be paid the ſame 
car; but on this Condition, viz. That the King 
for the future ſhould nor burden them with'more 
Requeſts of that kind, to draw away his Subjefts 
Money , but would live on his Demeaſss, and 
continue his War; for that (as it was there an- 
ſwer'd) His proper Royal Revenues were ſufficient 
both to maintain his Court, and carry on his 
Wars , if the ſame were but manag'd by fit and 
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truſty Miniſters: And therefore it was agreed, 
| that this Money ſo given, ſhould as it was raiſed, 
be depoſited in the hands of ewo Citizens of Lon- 
don, William Waller, and John Philpot, who were 
to ſee it beſtow'd ſor the Defence of the Realm. 
C1378.] This Fohn Philpet was an Alderman. of 
London, a Perlon of no leſs Conrage than Prudence, 
as appears by the following Exploit : Sometime 
after the Parliament broke up, and the Money 
colleted; the Duke of Lancaſter ( to whom no- 
thing almoſt could be denied) was very Impor- 
tunate to have the ſame dekvered to his Diſpole 
promiſing therewith to free the Nation from all 
Invaſions and Pyracies, wherewith it was lamenta- 
bly infeſted, and to perform other very advanta- 
geous Services for the Publick : Whereupon he 
obtained an Order for the ſame, notwithſtanding 
the Proviſo in the AR, ſo impoſlible it is de fatto 
to bind up the Hands of Power ; But though ſome 
Naval Preparations were made, yet little was ef- 
feed to repel or prevent thoſe Injuries and De- 
predations, which the Nation ſuffered by Sea from 
the French on the one ſide, and the Scottiſh Picka- 
70005 on the other; fo that by the common neg- 
le& of ſecuring the Coaſts, and fcowring the Seas, 
our Merchants durſt not .Traffick abroad for fear 
of Pyrates, who hovered in every Corner , but 
eſpecially of one Merger, a bold and potent Sqot- 
t:fh Rover, who having drawn together a conſider- 
able Fleet of French , Scots and Spaniards , daily 
committed inſufferable Outrages, ſpoiling all they 
met: Hereupon the ſaid Alderman Philpor frit 
complained of theſe Grievances to the Kings Comn- 
gi,humbly Remonſtrating the Damages ſuſtained, 
| | T and 


of King Richard fhe Second, +5 
and imploring Redreſs; But receiving from them 
only fair Promeſes, and no Relief, full of grief and 
diſdain, to ſee his Country-men thus devoured by 
thoſe inſolent Water-vermin;, He at length Pro- 
vided, ViRualled, and Man'd forth at his own pro- 

Coſts and Charges, a competent Fleet of tall 
Ships, himſelf in perſon, putting forth with them 
to Sea, where he foon encountred the Pyrates, 
rook the ſaid Mercer, deſtroyed his Ships, and re- 
covered moſt of the Prizes ' kn taken, with 
Fifteen Spaniſh Bottoms well fraught with Riches, 
beſides many Frezch and Scortsſh Ships, and fo re- 
turn'd with Triumph and the general Acclamations 
of the People : But Envy is always the Attendagt 
of extraordinary Yertue, inſtead of Thanks or Re- 
ward, ſeveral of the Nobles from whom he ſeemed 
to have ſnatcht by this his fortunate Attempt, the 
Glory of that Service, which their Country juſtly, 
though in vain expected from them, paſſ:d harſh 
Cenſures on his forwardneſs; and particularly 
the Earl of Stafferd called him in queſtion at the 
Council-Table, for preſuming ( being but a pri- 
vate man) for to levy Arms, and. equip a Fleet 
without Authority: But Philpoe with a prudent 
Gallantry, compoled of an undaunted Innocency, 
and an humble Merit, gave ſuch a juſtifiable Ac- 
count of the Act, as ſatisfied the Board, or at leaſt. 
filenc'd his Accuſers: For thus in particular to that 
Lord, he is ſaid to have anſwered, [would have 
your Honour undoubtedly know, that I did not adven: 
ture my Money, my Perfon; aud my Men to the dan: 
gers of the Sea, ani 'batards of War, with any 
deſign to Rob your Lordſhip, and your Collegues, of the 
Glory of Chivalry, or F _ .of  Azlitary Atchiques 
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wents and gain it to my. ſelf. But condoling the loſſes. : * 
of my felow Citizens , and miſery' of . my Connry 
which by your ſloth from a moſt noble Kingdom, ' giving 
Laws to all her Neigbboxrs, is ſunk into ſo deplored a 
fate as to ly open to the Juſolencies and. Pillagings of 
the vileſt of Nations and men, whilſt yet not ons of you - 
lent a band to her defence, | freely expoſed my ſelf 
and mine for her deliverance, and the publick Jafe'ys 
to which the Earl had nothing to reply. | 

About the ſame time, viz. inthe Second Year 
of the King, there happened a Fray which (not ſo 
much for the importance of the Quarrel, as a rere 
Example of Fidelity and honeſty attending. it ) 
I cannot but Relate; Though even the thingir ſelf 
in thoſe ignorantly zealous times, wanted not its - 
ill Influence on the Pablick,, and the Monkiſh Hiſtos 
rYians cry out about it as Tragically, as it Heaven 
and Earth were ingag?d, all Chriſtianity ar Stake, 
and the Pillars of Religion in danger. The buſi- 
neſs thus; Two valiant Squires, Robert Haule, and 
Fohn Schakel, in the late Wars in Spain uncer 
Prince Edward, chanc'd to take the Count de Dena, 
2 Spaniſh Don of great Quality and Eſtate, who 
was fairly by the Law ot Arms acjudg'd their 
Priſoner , and brought into England , where 
he left his Eldeft Son with them as a Pledge, 
whilſt he went home to raite his ranſame; the 
Son ſwearing to continue with.them till it came ; 
but the Father being got into Sparz,: never re- 
garded to fend the: Money, but iv little. rime 
des , — the Co = Eftate devol- 
ves to the Toung Heſtage 5 which being under- 
ſtood by King Edwerd® ( for in his days hap, 
pened this cit pact of the Story ) both he and 


Prince 


of King Richard the.Second 9 
Prince Edward *s Son, were very importunate with 
theſe two Gentlemen, torelealc the Spariſh Cava- 
leir ,, which they defired either in favour to the 
Duke of Laxcafter , who thought by the help of 
this Nobleman to faciliate his pretentions to the 
' Crawniof Caftile,, or elſe with an intent to Match 
him ro Afathilde Relict of the Lord Courtney, the 
Kings Siſter; but no matter what their Deſign was, 
the Squires were ſo far from parting with hiw,thar 
they wouldnotdiſcoyer where he was,and ſo were 
fent to. the. Tower , whence making their eſcape 
they took Sanituary in Weſtminſter Abbey, and 
there continued, till now the Dake of Lancaſter 
relolved to ferret them ovt,to which purpaſe Fifty 
men at'Arms were ſent thither , who entring the 
Santinary, yut a trick upon.Fobr Schakel, and ſoon 

ot him out and hurried himto the Tower ; but as 
or -Hawle, he was more ſtrongly Enſconed-in the 
Church amongſt the Monks, and at Adaf, how- 
ever thither they went, and after a little expoſtu- 
lation why he would ſo refraQorily diſobey the 
Kings Command , when even Majeſty had conde- 
{cended toarequeſt? they tell him,he muſt go with 
them, which he peremtorily refuſes, and draws a 
ſhort Sword and makes at them; whereypon they 
xcſolve to force him away, who ſtill making refit- 
ance, was at laſt knackt on the Bead amongſt them 
which eur Author calls Crown'd wich AMarryr- 
dim + the Monks would fain have reſcye:} him, but 
durſtnot, becauſe they ſaw the Souldiers t9a ſtrong - 
for them, however the Archbiſhop of Cangrbary 
preſeatly thundred ovt an Excommunication againſt 
theſe Violaters of the Sandtuery and all their abet. 
tors, the King and hjs Mother, and his Unclg 
Lancaſter 
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Lancaſter only excepted ; And the Biſhop of Lon- 
don did the like for ſeveral days rogether, but a- 
bout a Year after by the meJiation of divers grave 
and venerable Perſons, the matter was compoſed 
on theſe terms; that the ſaid Schakel, who was ſo 

ſent to the Tower, ſhould diſcover and deliver up 
the ſaid Count de Dena, aud fo be fer at liberty, 
upon conſideration, that the King ſhould ſettle up. 
on him Lands, to the value of an Hundred Marks 
per annum, and pay him down Five hundred Marks 
ready Money, in lieu of the expe&ed Ranſom, and 
alſo that his Majeſty for ſatisfaction to the Church, 
ſhould at his proper Charges ere& a Channtry of 
Five Prieſts for ever, to pray for the Soul of kim 
whom his Officers had fo ſlain, though one would 
have thought dying, in their Opinion, a Martyr, 
he might have had no great need of ſuch —— 
Oriſons. Burt ſtill the more ſurprizing Intrigue 0 

the Tragedy is behind, when Schakel came to pro- 
duce his Captive, he ſhew'd them hi man that wais. 
ted on him; for the brave Spaniard had that re. 
gar to his Word which he had paſſed, that he 


corn'd to diſcover himſelf without his leave, but | 
on the contrary had all along both in the Sanitx-| 


ary, and in the Tower, faithfuRly and ſubmiſſively 
ſerv'd him in diſguiſe, negleing both his Qwalzry 
and Intereſt, when they ſtood in competition with 
| his Honour ; apiece of Gallantry and generous Ho- 

nefty, ſcarce to be parallel'd in Story. | 
About the Feaſt of S. Luke, a Parliament was 
held at &@locefter, with an intent as was thought to 
have alipp'd the Wings of the Towering Church- 
mer, but finding their Intereſt too ſtrong,nothing of 
that kind was offered, but for the Kings further 
fupply, 
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ſupply, it was granted, that he ſhould have of the 
Merchants for every Sack of #oos! Exported, a 
Mark, and for every Twenty ſhillings of Wares or 
Merchandizes whatſoever Imported from beyound 
the Seas, Six pence, to be paid by the Buyer. 
[1379,] The next year another Parliament was 
called at London,where the Priviledges of the San- 
Tuary at Weſtminſter were —_ ; for whereas 
before great numbers of Perſons when they were + 
got in Debt,would ſhelter themſelves,and waſte in 
Kevelling and Debauchery their Revenues, which 
could not be touched for their juſ# Debts, to the 
grievous prejudice of their Creditors; it was now 
Ordained, That if upon Proclamation made, they 
ſhould not ſurrender themſelves, then their Goods 
ſhould be fold and their Lands extended, where- 


ever found, till their Debrs ſatisfied. There was 


alfoa new Tax granted,but becauſe the Commons 
were already much impoveriſht, it was laid only 
on the Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy, by way of 
Pol ;, Viz. Dukes and Archbiſhops, Ten Marks a- 
piece; every Earl, Biſhop, and Mitred Abbot, Six 
Marks, beſides each Abbot to pay Forty Pence per 
Head for all his Afonks ; and fo Fuſtices, Sheriff7, 
Knights, Eſquires, Reftors, Vicars, and even down 
to ſimple Chaplains, every one his Allotment. 

This Summer there was a moſt dreadful Peſtilence 
in England, eſpecially in the Northern parts, inſo- 
much that whole Families were ſwept away. Nay 
Towns and Villages left without Inhabitants : Du- 
ring the Heat of which Calamity, the Scores took 
their Advantage to enter the Land, and commit- 
ted great Spoils in ſmall Parties, but durſt not ſtay 
far fear of the-In{sRion, and yet (as our Author 

os | relates) 


x2 @TheLifcand Reign 
relates) they had got a wonderful Preſervative a- 
gainſt it : for asking ſome Engliſh, the reaſon of ſo 
great a Mortality amongſt them, and being told it | 
came by the Grace of God, they therefore every | 
Morning with great ſolemnity uſed this Charm, or 
(if any body will call it ſo) Prayer —Ged and Saize 
' © Mango , Saint Roman, and Saint Anarew, ſhield | 
1 this day from God's Grace , and the foul Death © 
that Engliſh men die upon. | 
[1350.] The next Year in Far. the Parliament 
was again Aﬀembled at London, and continyed till 
March, wherein to avoid unneceſſary Charge it 
was agreed, that the Twtelage of the King, ſhou!d 
be committed but toone , and by unanimous con- : 
ſent, ThomasBeuchamp, Earl of Warwick, was pitch'd | 
upon for the Man, an Honourable allowance being * 
aſſign'd to him out of the Royal Exchequer for his 
pains and care therein to be taken; but the Young 
' King though a Afinor as to the Poblick Aﬀairs , 
thought himſelf of Age ſufficient at leaft to con- 
duc himſelf in his private and perſonal concerns, 
for though for want of ripening experience, his 
Wiſdom had not time to Bud, yet his W:/! was 
grown to full Srrence5: being already Plunged in 
the Gulf of pleaſure, and Vanities of Youth, he 
ſet bimlſelf to Promote ſuch as moſt pleaſed him 
with Flatteries, rather than ſuch as were truly | 
qualified to ſerve him with ſolid Council and able 
conduct; whence arofe Three fatal miſchiefs : for 
Firſt, his Aﬀairs were indifcreetly managed , and + 
without ſucceſs, by reaſon unfit Miniſters were 
imploy'd about them, Secondly, debauchery was 
increaſed, Firſt, in the Coxrr, and next throughout 


the Kingdom; for many of the Towng Nobility , 
obſerving 
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obſerving the ſecret favours and diſtaſtes of the 


| King, ſtulying in all things to gratific his pleaſure, 
' gave up themlelves to diſſolute and diſhonowrable 


courſes; which «ll precedents defcended like an In- 
fection amongſt the Gentry and Commonalty ; for 
Vice always finds too many followers, even when 
it hath no incouragers, but much more doth it in- 


| creaſe, when fluſht with Great Examples, and made 
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the Scale oi perferment. And laſtly the King by 
thus miſplaceing his favours impaired the YVencra- 
tion due to Majeſty,became ©beap in the Eyes of his 
Subje&s, and A reſpetted, for it is almoſt as dan- 
gerous to a Prince to have evil and deſpiſed Favou- 
r7#es and Adherents, as to be evil or delpicable him- 
ſelf. In this Parliament was granted a Tenth from 
the Clergy and a Fifteenth from the Lazerty, but on 
condition, that from thence , which was arch 
1380. tov Michaelmas 1381. there ſhould be no 
more Parliaments; that is, no more Money rais'd. 

This Summer the King and Council ſent a ſtrong 
Army to aſſiſt the Duke of Bretaigne , under the 
Command of his Unckle Thomas of Woodſtock , 


- Sir Thomas Peircy,&c.who landing at Calice, forced 


their paſſage through the Body of France, leading 
their Troops toand fro, and laying the Countrey 
waſte at their pleaſure, without any reſiſtance, till 
they came to the Borders of Bretaign, where they 
yere joyfully received,bur the very Terror of their 
March, had diſpoſed the French toan accomodiati- 


| en, ſo that they made peace with the Duke of 
+ Bretaign , whereupon our Army without any 


other advantages, but tholz of Rerown and Glory 
xeturned home. | | 

Notwitkſtanding it was agreed in the laſt Parlia- 

Ex ment 
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ment to the contrary, yet by the too great preva- 
tency of ſome Counſellors, a Parliament againſt 
the will and conſent of almoſt all the Great Mer of 
the Land, was this ſame Year about the Feaſt of 
S. Martin, (which is Novemb. 1 oth) Conven'd at 
Northampton, a place moſt unfit for fuch an Aſſem- 
bly, as well for that it was Winter, and ſcarce any 
Fewel for Firing there to be procured as alfo be- 
cauſe it afforded not Lodgings enow to entertain 
thoſe that ſhould have reſorted thither : but per-! 
haps ſo much the more fir for the delign of the ſmal | 
Politicians ;, for here they got paſt a very ſevere 
Tax, or Pot bill, Whereby every Prieſt, Secular 
or Religious, was to pay a Noble, and every Nun as 
much, and every Man and Woman, Marricd or 
unmarried, being of the age of Sixteen years, 
Twelve Pence, ( Beggars onely excepted) the 
paying whereof was efteem'd very grievous by the | 
People, eſpecially of the poorer ſort. And that | 
which aggravated their miſery, was, that when it ' 
came into the Exchequer,it was fo handled by thoſe | 
imploied about it,that it amounted not to ſo much / 
as ſome former Taxes, which were given in leſs : 
proportion : whereupon fome of the Kings Mini- | 
fters complained that it had not been duly Colle- ! 
Red; and one Fohn Legg, and three of his Aſo. / 
ciates,obtained a Commiſſion to inſpeR and review | 
the Levy, bargaining to give the King a great 
Sum of Money for the ſame: But indeed on that 
pretence committing horrible Oppreſſions, Exadt. | 
ons, and Tnſolencies in divers parts , eſpecially in ! 
Kent, Norfolk , and the adjacent Counties. ; 
Hence immediately after, viz. In the Spring of | 


the Year 1381, arolſc one of the moſt formidable 
and ' 
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and miſchievous Inſ#rreftions that had been heard 
of almoſt in any Age; the old Bellwm ſervile of 
the Romans was acted in England, but with greater 
Impudence and miſchief; the Slaves are in Arms, 
and the very Dregs of the people will be Lords 
and Maſters. T he true Cauſes or Occaſions of this 
unexpected Confuſion are very differently related, 
ſome AMonkiſh Hiſtorians ( followed, blindfold b 
ſome later Authors) out of hatred to Wicklife 
and his Tenets, (which now began to be much dif- 
ſeminated, and of which we ſhall by and by give a 
further account ) attributed it chiefly to his Do- 
frine : for *tis an ordinary thing to proclair all 
Evils, concurring with any Attempts of Reforma- 
tion in Religion, to be proper frwts thereof; as 
the Heathens of old imputed all their Calamities 
to the then new and riſing Se& of the Chriſtians » 


! Butas we find nothing in that good mans real 'Po- 
| ſitions (for ſeveral of his Works are yet extant ) 
.. * to foment fuch a lewd Rebellion ; ſo neither do 


| the more impartial Authors of that Age lay it 
; at his Door: though *tis agreed, one Ball a fa- 


| Rious Clergy-man was an Incendiary of that Com- 


| buſtion, which feems in its Original aſcribable 


He 
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| tothe natural defire of Liberty, and pride of Hu- 
; mane Nature, impatient of Superiority, ſince the 
' Villains or Bondmen were chief in the Tumult ; 
| and partly to the heavy Taxes and Tſolencies of 


the ColleQors, and eſpecially of theſe New Far- 
mers of the Subſidy, or Commiſſioners, which ex- 
alperated the common people into a Mutiny. But: 
whatever were the Provocations, diſmal were the 


' EfeRs, and might have proy'd fatal to the utter 
: rumeofthe Kingdom, had not the Providence of 


: God wonderfully prevented it. Nor 
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Nor is it leſs diſputable where the Uproar be: - 


gan , ſome ſay in Efex, ſome in Kert; for the 
Flame wvs ſo tuddenly tpread into divers places , 
that they could fcarce tell where the Fire broke 
forth , and who firſt headed them, is alſo uncer- 
tain ; ſome ſpeak of one Thomas a Baker of Fob- 
bynggesz others of Walter Tyler at Deptford in 
Kent, to be the Ringleader : but the moſt recei- 
ved Tradition is thus. That one of the ſaid Col- 
leRors of Poll-money, coming to the houſe of the 
faid Tyler ( fo called from his Trade ) and requi- 
ring of his Wife to pay for a Daughter of hers, 
whom ſhe affirmed was not of age to pay, therude 
Fellow told her , he would pretently tee whether 
ſhe were ſo ornot, and forceably turn'd up her 
Coats, whereupon the Mother made ſuch an 
Out-cry, that her Husband being: at work hard 
by, heard her, and came running with his Lathing 
Staff in his hand, wherewith he beat out the Col- 
te&ors Brains, and knowing that for the ſame he 
muſt be hang'd, endeavoured to ſecure himſelf by 
greater Crimes, drawing together the Rabble, 
and incenſing them, ( who of themlelyes were 
but too ready) unto a Rebellion : Thus Multitudes 
flockt together, broke open the Goal at Maidſtone, 


where the before-mentioned Ball the Prieſt was 


then a Priſoner, who having gain'd his Liberty, 
marched along with them; and they growing ſtill 
more numerous, (fome write an Hundred thou- 
ſand ſtrong) came to Blackheath, where he made 
a ſeditious Preachment to them, taking for his 
Fext or Theme the old Proyerd ; 


hen ' 
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When Adam Delwd, and Eve Span, 
Who was then a Gentleman ? 


From thence telling them, © That by Deſcent 
: © from Adam, all men were of one Condition ; 
 & That the Laws of the Realm were injurious to 


* Chriſtian. Liberty , and unjuſt by making ſuch 
&« difference of mens Eſtates, preferring ſome to 
© be Peers and Potentates, with great Authority 
<« and large Poſſejions, whereby they took advan- 
&© tage of the humble plyable Condition of others, 
© to keep them in ſlavery, hardly affording them 
« Suſtenance; whereas there ought to be an equal 
* ſharing of all things, and that in common,cc. 
This Dodtrine was extreamly pleaſing to theſe 
Raogamuffins,who animated thus with Multitudes, 


_ and holding Correſpondence with others as mad as 
_ themſelves in other Counties, they Arreſted all 


Strangers that they met with, making them ſwear 
to be true to King Richard, and to the Commons, and 
never to own any King that ſhould be called John : 
which they did out of fpight to the Duke of Lan- 
caſter, againſt whom they had an implacable Ma- 
lice, They likewiſe beheaded all Lawyers they 
could catch, faying, Till they were rooted. out, 

the Land would never enjoy free liberty. . 
| At Black-heath they ſent for the King to hear 
their Grievances,. but the Archb:fhop of Canter- 
bury and the Lord Treaſurer, diſſwaded him from 
venturing his Royal Perſon amongft them, which 
being underſtood by the Commons, they were 
thereupon more enraged againſt thoſe two, cal- 
ling them Tray1or5; and to be reyenged imme- 
- diately 


—— — —— 


x3  TheLife and Reign 


diately march towards London ; in Southwark they 
diſcharge all Priſoners, and when the Mayor of 
London would have pulPd up the Draw-bridge, 
and ſhut the Gates againſt them, the Rabble of 
the City would not tfuffer him, fo that all that 
Night they came in and out at their pleaſure, be- 
.ing the more favoured, becauſe hitherto they 
ſpoiled no man, but honeſtly paid for all they had, 
ſaying, They came not as Robbers, but to bring 
MalefaQors to juſtice. The King to prevent 
Miſchief, ſent them word to meet Him at Mzle- 
end, where he would hear their Complaints, and 
part of them accordingly went thither, where the 
King gave them a Cbarter under the Great Sfal of 
England, That thenceforth all the Men of England 
ſhould be free, and difcharged from the 'Tenour 
of Yillenage, and all Bondage of that kind. The 
Tenour of which Charter of Manumiſſion, as it was 
given to them, and within few days ſent into fe- 
veral Counties, was as follows. 


ICHARD, Bythe Gzace of God 


| King of England and France, and 

Lo2d of Ireland, to all his Bailiffs and 
faithfull Subjects to whom theſe Pze- 
ſents Gall come, Gzeeting, Know yee, 
that of onr ſpectal Gzace, we have Ma- 
numils*d 02 ſer free all and ſingular our 
Liege Subjecs, and other of the Coun- 
ty of E. and them and every of them 
from all Bondage Do Keleaſe and Ac- 
quit by theſe Þ2cſents, Ind alſo we oor. 
on 


| 
| 
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\ don fo our ſaid Liege-men and Sub- 


jects, all manner of Felonies, Treaſons, 
Tranſgreſſions , and Cxtozttons , by 
them oz any of them, in any manner 
whatſoever Done 02 committed; And al- 
ſo all and every Outlawzy oz Outlawz 
ries, if any be o2 (hall be Publiſhed a- 
gain(k them, oz any of them, foz oz by oc- 
caſion of the Pzemiſſes; and do thereof 
to them and every of them gzant Dur 
highelk Peace : Jn witneſs whereof UWWe 
have cauſed theſe Our Lettcrs to be 
made Patent ; Witneſs Our (elf at Lon- 
don, the Fifteenth of June, in the Fourth 
Yearof Dur Reign; 


Upon this Conceſſion, moſt of the Eſex-mes that 
met at Mile-end went home; but while this was do- 
ing, others that ſaid behind in London, enter'd the, 
Tower, and dragg*d out thence Her. Earl »t Derby 
theDuke of Lancafter's Son;and but a youth; Sworn 
of Sudbury, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and Chan- 
cellor of England; Robert HalesPrior of the Hoſpi- 
tal,and Treaſurer of England; he the before-menti- 
oned Fobn Legg, and and john a Minorite, being a 
Crony of Lancaſter's and 3 others, all which 7 laſt 
they forthwith Beheaded, carrying their Heads 
on Poles, as in Triumph : And now being heated 
with both Wine and Blood, they march to the 
Savoy, and burn the Duke of Lancaſter”s ſtately 
Palace, (the beſt Houſe in England) with all its 
rich Furniture to Aſhes, breaking in pieces all his 

G 2 Plate 
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Plate and Jewels of ineſtimable value, and flinging 
them into the Thames, and when one of their 
Fellows was ſpy'd to thruſt a piece of Plate into his 
Boſom, they preſently flung z: and him into the 
fire to be Ceſtroy*d rogether,faying, They came not 
like Thieves toenrich themſelves. But of Liquors 
they were not {o {crupulous ; for two and thirty 
of them being got ito the Dukes Wine-Cellar, 
Tippled ſo long till the Rafters of the Houſe on 
fire, fell down , and ſtopt the paſſage, that they 
could not get out, but were heard to cry ſeven 
days after, and ſoperiſhed. From the Savoy they 
came back to the Temple, and burnt the Lawyers 
Lodgings, Books, Papers, and all Records they 
could meer with : The houle of S. Fohn's by Smuth- 
field, they let fire to, fo that ir burnt ſeven days ; 
Nor had they any regard to Chxrches, but forc'd 
out ſuch as fled thither for SanAuary, and Be- 
headed them, tor they uled no other manner of 
Execution to high or low, 

That Night wearied with ſpoil, and generally 
Drunk, they lay fleeping like Swine in the open 
Streets and under the Walls: dd the next day be- 
ing routed-together again, the King with a {wall 
Guard comins to Smithfield, offered a Pardon to all 
ſuch as yet after all theſe Outrages would ceaſe 
from the like for the future, and go quickly home. 
Whereupon Wat Tyler declared, That he was for 
Peace very willingly, provided it were on ſuch 
Terms as heſhould approve of: Therefore to under- 
ſtand what he would have, one Sir Fohn Newton is 
{-nt to Invite and deſire ( for {o they were glad in 
chat JunRure of Aﬀairs to compliment his Sawci- 
nels) Wat to come and Treat thereof with the 


King; | 
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King; and when the Knight urged him to make 
haſte, he anſwered with ſome Indignation ; If thou 
art inſuch haſte, go back, to thy Maſter the King, 
Ile come when I ſee mine own trtme. However he ſoon 
followed him on Horle back, but ſlowly for the 
greater State, and being come near the King, the 
fame Knight was commanded to go to him,and re- 
ceive and bring back his Propoſals. Tyler offended, 
becauſe this Meſſenger came to him mounted, told 
him it became him to alight from his Horſe in his 
Preſence; and therewith drew out his Nagger to 
ſtrike him : But the King to pacifie him, made him 
alight. The Demands which Tyler made, beſides a 
general Enfranchiſement of the Bond men, (which 
the X:ng had already granted) were, That all War- 
rens, Parks, and Chaſes, ſhould be made common 

and free to all,fo that as well the Poor 2s the Rich, 

ſhould have liberty to Fiſh, Fowl, and Hunt in all 

places throughout the Kingdom , with ſeveraf 
other the like extravagant Demands: In which 
Tyler behaved himſelf ſo infolently, that the Kings 
Attendants could not but repreſent to his Majeſty 

that it was inſufferable, and the before celebrated 


. Foba Philpor, according to his uſual Courage, told 


the King, That if his Majeſty would brit command 
his Lieutenant;viz.The Mayor to Arreſt the T 6-4 
tor, he would loſe his Life if 1t were not happily 
accompliſht ; Whereypon the King was prevailed 
with to give ſuch a Command, or rather leave to 
William Walworth, then Mayor of London, who 


' waiting an Opportunity, and obſerving Tyler to 


play with his Dagger, toTing it from hand to hand, 
as if he meant ſome miſchief, and that at laſt ( to 
what intent is not known, whether out of rude 
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neſs, or deſign ) he laid one of his hands upon the 
Kings Bridle, fearing the Ruffian might attempt his 
Royal Perſon, inftantly executed his Arreſt, by gi- 
ving him a Blow on his Head with a Dagger ; 
which was ſeconded with Ph:{por's Sword and ano- 
thers in his Body,ſo that immediately he fell down 
dead on the ground : When the Rabble ſaw this, 
they began furiouſly to cry out, O our Captain is 
ſlain, our Captain 1 muidered : Ler's revenge the 
Death of our Captain,c.But the King with a Cou- 
rage and Ingenuity beyond any thing could he ex- 
peed from his Years, (-for he was notyet above 
Fifteen) Clapt Spurs to his Horle and rod to the 
Head of them, crying aloud, What mean you my 
Men? Or what doyouao ? Will you fhoot your King ? 
Yeu ſhall have no cauſe togritve for the Death of that 
Traytor and Ribauld, Ithat am the King,will be your 
Captain and your Leader : Follow me into the Ficld, 
*and you ſhall have whatever you will ? 

Upon which words, amaz'd, and not certainly 
reſolv'd either of one anothers minds, nor indeed 
each man of his own, they followed awhile, till Sir 
Richard Knolls, with a Thouſand armed men raiſed 
in the mean time by the Aayor, came upon them 
out of the City, at whoſe approach ( being now 
headleſs, and all in confuſion) they were lo terri- 
fi'd, that they forthwith flung down what Arms 
they had, and begg'd for Mercy ; which the King 
granted, and withal gave them a Charter of Frec- 
dom in form as before recited; but proclain'd, 
that no Citizen ſhould have any Correſpondence 
with any of them, nor ſuffer them to come within 
the Liberties: And fo this dreadful rout from the 
height of Infolence was in a moment ſcattered and 

| reduced 
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reduced to the depth of miſery and fear, ſneaking 
back by ſtealth into the Country : many. in their 
paſſage ſlain or periſhing for want, aud multitydes 
of them ſoon after Executed. | | 

For this good Service, the King upon the place 
conferr'd the Honour of Knighthood upon the 
ſaid Fobn Walworth Mayor, and fohn Philpot, as 
likewiſe on Nichol. Brembre,Fohn Land,and Nicho- 
las Twyford, Citizens of London. And in memory 
of. {9 Honourable an Exploit, perform'd by the 
Mayor, the Dagger hath (tis ſaid }) ever ſince 
that time been added in the City-Arms, which be- 
fore bore only the Croſs. 

But though things were thus appeas'd at London 
there was ſtill no; lefs Hurley-burley in ſeveral 
Counties: At St. Albans they committed many 
Out-rages, and Cancell*d the Ancient 'Charter of 
the Abbot and Monks.In Suffolk there were ſwarm?'d 
together Fifty thouſand Villains, under the 'Con- 
duc of one Fohx'Straw, a lewd Prieſt, who behea- 
ded Sir John Cavendiſh, Lord Chief Juſtice of Exg- 
land, and fet his Head'on the Pillory in.'S. E dywnds- 
bury. The like Commotions alſo there were at the 
{ame time in Norfolk, Cambridze-ſhire, and the Jſle 
of Ely, at the Inſtigation of one Zitteſter, a Dyer; 
who called himſelf King of the Commons , an 
forc'd ſeveral Lords/and/Perſons of Quality tobe 
{worn'to them; and ride along with them ts coun; 
tenanee their Proceedings z but theſe were for the 
molt part ſubdu'd and diſpers'd, by the ative ya- 
lour of Hugh Spenſer Biſhop of Norwich, who ga+ 
thering an Army together, fet upon the Rebels 
with 1ricredible fury, purſuing them from place to 
place, and giving no _— to any of them, 

4 '£ 
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It is to be noted, That theſe Rebels in ſeveral 
Shires held correſpondence,and their Leaders ſent 
abroad their Epiſtles of Advice, and encourape- 
ment ; ſome of which (as they were afterwards ta- 
ken and owr'd) 1 ſhall inſert, for the Readers di- 
verſion : that he may admire the ſtyle of theſe po-: 
pular Orators, and obſerve what ſtrength of per-" 
ſwaſion there was in Non-fenſe. © 


A LETTER of Jobs Ba/l to 


the Comnoxs in Eſſex. 


John Sheep ſometime D, Mary Prieſt of 
York, and now of Colcheſter, Gzet= 
eth well John Nameleſs, and John the 
Miller and John. Charter, and biddeth 
them beware of Guil in Bozough, and 
tand together in Sods Mame, and bid- 
Deth Piers Plow man gotohis werk, and 
Chaſtiſe well Hob the Bobber, and take 
with you John Trewrman, and all His 
Fellows, and nomo. John the Miller 
hath yground [inall, (mall, (mall; The 
Kings Don of hHeven (hall pay foz all. | 


Beware, 02 ye be wo; know zour Frende * | 


fco your Foe, have ynough, and ſay Yo, 
and do well and better, and flg ſinne,and 
ſeek peace, and hold yon thereen: Ind ſo 
biddeth John Trewman, and altyis Fel- 
lows, A 

Ano- 
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| Another. 
Ohn Ball gretyth you wele Yll, and 
doth you to underltand, he hath run- 
gen the Bell ; Now rygtt. andqyght, 
voyll and Skyll, God ſpede every ye dele, 
Now is time, Lady help to Jheſu the 
Sone, and thid Sone to his Fadur,' to 
make a gode end, in thenameof the Tri- 
nity , of that 1s begun ; Imen , Imen, 


Another, - 


] Ohn Bell D. Mary Paiſt g2etes wele all 
manner men, and byddes them in the 
Naine of the Trinity, Fadur and Don 
and Holy Gholt, ſtond manlyche togedyr 
in trewthe, and helps trewthe, and 
trewthethall helpe yowe : Now regneth 
$P2ide in pale. , and Covetous tis hold 
wiſe ; and Lechery wtithout en Game, 
and Glotony without en blame. Envie 
regneth with treaſon, and ſlouthe is take 
in grete ſeſone, God do bote, foz now is 
the time. Amen, in Eſex, Sou thtolc, aud 
Northfolc. 


Jack 


—— _— ——— ET 
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Jack the Millers Epiſtle. 


AKK Mylner agSket help to turn his 

Mylne aright. Ye yath G:ounden 
\mall, ſmall, Che Kings Don-of Heven 
he hall pay foz all. Lok thy Bylne Do 
aright, with the four Dailes, and the 
Polt ſtand in edfaltneſle. UWith right 
and with might, with $kill and with 
will, lat might help right, and $kill go 
befoze will, and right befoze might. than 
goeth our MWylne aright, And if might 
go befoze right , and will befoze gkill 
than is onr Wylne myladyght, 


Jack the Carter's 


Ja K K Carter p2yes Yow all, that ye 

make a gode end of that ye& have be- 
gunnen , and doth wele. and ay bettur 
and bettur, foz at the even men hHeryth 
the day: foz if the end be wele than is 
all wwele. Lat yeres the Plowman my 
Bzother Duele at home , and dyght us 
Cozn, and J wtll $0 with yow,- and hclp 
that re may ſo Dyght your mete and your 
d2ynk, that ye none fayle. Lokke that 
Hobb Robbyoure be wele chaſtiſed foz 


leſing of your Gzace, fo2 1& have orete 
nede 
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nede to take God with yow in all row? 
Dedes, fo: now is time to beware, 


Jack Trewman'”s Scroll. 


Akk Trewman doth yow to under- 
ſtand, that falſeneſs and gule yhavith 
regned to long,and trewth hath been ſet 
under a Lokke, and falſneth and gtle reg- 
neth in everylk Flokke. No man may 
come trewth to, both ſyng Si dedero, 
Speke, ſpend, and ſped quoth John of 
Bathon,and Cherefoze (inn farethas wilde 
fldde, trew love is a way that was lo 
gode, and Clerks foz welth wozth hem 
wo, God do bote, foz nowze 1s time, 


The Srorm being thus happily over-blown, the 
Rebels ſuddenly maſter'd, and a competent Force 
raiſed to ſecure the Peace of the Kingdom, it was 
quickly thought fit to revenge ſuch an Afﬀeront,and 
bring the Delizquents to juſtice. In order to which, 
the King as ſoon as he could do it with fafety to 
Himſelf and the Publick, reyokes his former Char- 


_ ters of Manumiſſion and Pardon, by a Preclama- 


tion under His Great Seal, in theſe Terms. 


© qe} D, by the Grace of God, 
Kzng of England 47d France , and 
Lord of Ireland ; To all towhom theſe Pre- 
ſents ſhall come, Greeting : Although in the 
late deteſt able Diſturbance, horribly _ by 

iwvers 


— OD7Yo+ = IGG EApRFEEw noe wt WWII TY We Os N= RES GO EN — et Is an nat. + —— 


28  TheLife and Reign 
divers of Our Liege People and Subjetts riſing 
up againſt Our Peace, certain Letters Patent 
of Ours were made at the importunate Inſtance 
of the Rebels , containing, That we have 
freed all Qur Leige People , Common Subjedts, 
nd others of the ſeveral Counties of Our Realm 
of England, and them, and every of them diſ- 
charged and acquitted from all Bondage and 
Service, And alſo, That we bave pardoned 
them all manner of Inſurrections by them a- 
gainſt Us made, and all manner of Treaſons, 
Felonies , Tranſgreſſions, ad Extortions, 
by them or any of them committed, Js alſg, 
all Outlawries Publiſht againſt them, or any 
of them, on thoſe Occaſions ,, Or that we have 
granted tothem and every of them Our firm 
Peace : And that Our will was, That Our ſaid 
Liege People and Subjedts ſhould be free t0 buy 
and Sell in all Cities, Burroughs, Towns, Mar- 
kets, and other Places within the Kingdom of 
England ; and that no Acre of Land which 
holds in Bondage or Villenage, ſhould be ac- 
counted higher than at Four Pexce; And if 
any were before held for leſs, that is [hould not 
be raiſed for the future, Pet for that ſach Our 
Letters did Iſſue without MatureDeliberation, 
aud unduly, We well weighing, that the Gram 
of the ſaid Letters, doth manifeſtly tend to 
the very great prejudice of Us and Our Crown, 

ana 
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«nd to the Diſinheriſon 45 well of ws, and the 
Prelates and Nobility of Our ſaid Realms, as of 
the Holy Anglicane Church, and alſo the 
the Damage and Incommodity of the Com- 
monwealth. Therefore by the Advice of 
Our Council, we have Revoked, made void, 
and do utterly annal the ſaid Letters, and 
whatever hath been done or follow'd thereupon, 
willing that none of what ſtate or condition ſo- 
ever he be, ſhall any way have or reap, or en- 
joy any liberty or benefit whatſoever, of or by 
the faid Letters, For we will, and "tis our 
zntention, by the CAdvice of Onr ſound Conn= 
cil, for the future, to impart ſuch Grace and 
Favour to all and ſingular, although they have 
grievouſly forfeited their Allegiance , as ſhall 
be well-pleaſing and profitable to Our Realm, 
and with which Our faithful Subjets may 
reaſonably hold themſelves contented, And this 
we do notifie to all perſons concern'd, by theſe 
Preſents, Commanding the ſame to be Pro- 
claimed in all Cities and Towns, Villages, &C. 
And further we ftrictly require and command, 
That all and ſingular as well Free as Boyd-men, 
ſhall without any contradiftion, murmuring, te- 
ſeftance or difficulty, do and perform the works, 
Cuſtoms , and Services , which to us or an 
other their Lords they ought to do, and which 
before the ſaid Diflarbance were uſed to be 


aone 
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done, without leſſening or delaying the ſame. 
And that they do not preſume to require, pre- 
zend, or claim any other Liberties or Privi- 
ledges, than what they reaſonably had before 
the ſaid Tumults. And that all ſuch a5 have 
any of Our ſaid Letters of Manumiſſion and 
Paraon in their Cuſtody , ſhall immediately 
trinz and reſtore the ſame to Ms and onr Coun- 
cil to be Cancelled, upon the Faith and Alle- 
giance in which toUs they are bound, and up- 
on pain of forfeiting All that to Us they car 
forfeit for the future. In teſtimony where- 
of, We have cauſed theſe Our Letters to be 
»v4de Patent, Uitneſs Dur Delf at 
Chelmsford, the Second Day of July, i the 
Fifth Tear of Our Reign. 


By this Revocation, all Pretenſjons of pleading 
a Pardon-bcing cut off, procedings were next made 
againſt the principal-Offenders,feveral of them be- 
ing convicted before the J4ayor, and beheaded, as 
Fohn Straw, Jolmn Kirkby, Alane Tradder, and John 
Sterlins, waich latt boaſted that he was the man 
that flew the 4rchbiſhop. Allo Sir Robert Treſilian' 
Chief Juſtice, was impowr'd by ſpecial Commaitſ- 
fion, to judge others of the Rebels, before whom 
in ſundry places, above Fitteen hundred were 
found Guilty,and put to death ;and amongſt them 
the before mentioned Incendiary Ball the Prieſt, 
who being taken at Coventry, was brought before 
the King atS. Alban: and there drawn,hang'd and 


quartered, : 
During 
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During theſe Uproats, the Duke of LancaFer, 
( very happily for the preſervation of his Perſon, 
againſt whom the Commons had ſo great a ſpite) 
was gone into the Vorth againſt the Scors, but ha-' 
ving Tidings of the InſurreQion, thought fit to 
clap up a Truce for Two years, which he got ra- 
tified upon Oath ſome days before the Scors had 
any notice of the Troubles in Exglard; but con- 
ceiving himſelf in danger, for the general (though _ 
falſe)report was,that the King to pacifie the Rebels 
had conſented to abandon him to their pleaſure, 
when ever they could ſeize him, and having recei- 
ceived ſome Afﬀronts in that diſtreſs from the Earl 
of Nerthumberland, he deſired of the Scorsa ſafe 
Condu@, and to reſide for a time amongſt them, 
who honourably entertain'd him,till he was ſent for 
by the King, and then a new cauſe of grudge hap- 
ned between him and the Earl of Northumberland, 
for in his return he was denied paſſage throvgh the 
Town of Barwick,by the Captain Sir Matthew Red- 
man, by vertue of a Command from the ſaid Earl 
Lord Warden of the Marches, not to ſuffer any 
from Scotland to enter the ſame, which indeed the 
King had ſpecially ordered, forgetting the Dukes 
being then in that Kingdom. However this bred 
ſuch an Animoſity in the Duke againſt the Earl, 
that being come home, he charged him with ſeve- 
ral things, which the Earl as ſtoutly anſwered, and 
great numbers .of armed men followed each of 
them, but the King taking their Differences into 
his own he* ds, workt a Reconciliation. 

About All-hallonmuide, hegan a Parliament, but 
had not accompliſht any thing of moment before 
they were adjourn'd till after Chri/imazs, by n—_ 
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of the arrival of the new Queen, Siſter of Wy#te- 
lauc King of Bohemia,and eleted Emperor : an'Al- 
liance of ſome honour, but little profic to the Ream, 
ſhe being followed with a- multitude of inſatiate 
Bohemians; who by the Kings facility,drain'd abun- 
dance of Wealth out of the Kingdoms. 'It was 'ob- 
ſeryed, that as ſoon as ever ſhe ſet foot on ſhoreat 
Dover, an horrible Storm aroſe at Sea, which ſo 


tofſed the Ships in the Harbour, that the ſame - 


which her Majeſty came in, was immediately dafht 
to pieces; which ſome then lookt upon as Omi- 
nous, preſaging Tempeſts of State to follow her. 
C1382.] The Nuptial Solemnities, which were 
very ſplendid and coſtly, being over, the Paylia- 
ment meets again, to begin the New Year, in which 
feveral wholfom Laws were ordain'd; as to ad- 
mit Merchant-ſtrangers freely to ſell their Mer- 
chandizes here, to regulate Exceſles in in the Ap- 
parel of inferiour people, to ſettle the price of 
Wines, and many other matters. But, what (faith 
our Author Thomas Walſingham, condemning ſuch 


PraQices ) ſtenifie Afts of Parliaments, when after | 
they are made,they take no effeft,or are nothing regar- ! 
ded, for the King with his Privy Council, took upon | 


them to alter or wholly ſet aſide all things, that by ge- \ 


zeral conſent had in Parliament been eftabliſhed. 


Ofthe truth whereof,there were too many un- |} 


happy Inſtances,as amongſt the reſt,in this veryPay- 
tiament, upon the requeſt of the Lords and Com- 
wons,Sir.R. Scroop was by theKing appointed Lord 
Chancellor, as being a Perſon of knowr: Judgment, 
Learning,and inflexible Integrity ; bot within few 
Months he was turn'd out of that Office, ( which 
he had laudably and prudently adminiſtred) ws 
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ly becauſe rodo the King faithful Service Hijaq 
diſpleaſed ſome of his unworthy A4:nors : the Re- 
lation of which, I ſhall ſer down in Walfinghamg 
own Words. Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March, 
and ſeveral other Lords, being lately dead;cerrain 
greedy and ambitious Knights and Squires, and 
others of infetiorRank;that were Servants to the 
King, had begged of him Grants of divers Lands 
and Lordſhips, lately belonging to the deceafed, 
that they might have the profits thereof, for ſo 
long time as the King by the Cuſtom of the Realm, 
was to hold them in his Hands ; which the King, 
nat minding the valne, nor conſidering any reaſon 
they had todefire, or merit to deſerve, ſuch Reve- 
nues, preſently conſents to, ordering them to the 
Chancellor to have their Grants confirm'd under 
the great Seal ; but the prudent and honeſt Chan- 
cellor,who zealouſly defired the proſperity of the 
Kingdom, and juſt profit of the King, abſolutely 
refuſed to do it ; telling them, the King was much 
in debt,and *'rwas moſt neceſſary he ſhould reſerve 
ſuch Contingencies ro himſelf, therewith in part to 
fatisfy his Creditors;and that ſince they well knew 
ſuch the Kings urgent occaſions, they could be no 
good Subjetts to his Majeſty, that conſulting their 
own advantages more than his ſervice,and prefer- 
ring private lucre before publick neceffities,ſhould 
go about to circumvent, and further impoveriſh 
him, by ſuch prejudicial Requeſts, from which 
they ſhould do well to defiſt, and be content with 
his Majeſties former Largeſſes, which were ſuffi- 
cient for them. 
Netcled with this repulſe, theſe Courtiers reſort 
back to the King, grievouſly complaimng of the 
D Chan- 
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Chaſtellors Obſtinacy,that he contemned his Ma- 
jeſties Command, and that it concerned his Ma- 
zeſty ſuddenly, and with dye ſeverity, to Chaſtiſe 
ſuch an atfronted diſobedience ; for otherwiſe the 
Royal Authority would become contemptible to 
all his People, and his Command be accounted of 
no value Fe. The young King therefore more re- 
garding the falſe ſuggeſtions of theſe ſelf-deſign- 
ing flatterers, than the faithſul allegations and ad- 
vice of his Chancellor,ſends in his fury meſſengers 
to demand the Seal of him, but the Chancellor 
would deliver it to no hands but the Kings. To 
whom having ſurrendered it, he was pleaſed to 
refain it for many days in his own Cuſtody, Seal- 
ing Grants therewith himſelf, &c. Till at length 
the keeping of it was conferr'd on Braibrook Bi- 
ſhop of London. 

. To this laſt mentioned Parliament, John Wickliff 
. Exhibited a certain Complaint, or Articles, chief- 
ly againſt the Abules of Monks, Fryars, &c. An Ab- 
itract of the ſubſtance whereof is as follows. 

. T. Article, That all Ferſons of what Kind, Or- 
der, Sc, or ſingular I. 456 ſoever , made or in- 
Stitwted by men, may freely without any let or pun- 
:ſement, leave the ſame at their pleaſure, and are 
only bound ſtably to hold the Rule of Feſms Chriſt , 
taken and given by him and his Apoſtles, and far 
more profirable than ſuch new Rel:gions founded by 
ſinful men. | 

2. Art. That thoſe things which men have unrea- 
ſonably and wrongfully condemned; As, That the 
King cannot take away the Goods of Prelates, 
Monks,@c: misbehaving themſelves, or the like ; 
may b: vindicated and aſſerted, and the contrary 
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Errony condemning them Expoſed : For that nothin; 
oeght to be condemmed, anleſs it [avonr of Erroxr or 
wunrighteouſneſs againſt Gods Law. | 
' 3. Art.: That both Tythes and Offerings be given, 
paid, and received, with and to the ſame intent only, 
as by Gods Law they ought ; that is, that what is 
more than ſufficient to ſerve the Prieſts, GC. with Ne- 
Ceſſaries, be gryen to the Poor : And that if they be 
ſed to lnxary or covetonſneſs, then they may law- 
fally be taken away. 

4. Art. That Chrifts' Doftrine , and the Belief. 
ronching the Sacrament plainly delivered by him and 
his Apoſtles, be openly taught in Churches, and the 
contrary Teaching and falſe Belief, brought up by cur 
ſed Hypocrites and world) Prieſts, exploded. 


. WicklF's preferring theſe Articles (which he 
at targe Confirmed both by Amthorities and 
Reaſon ) ſtirred up freſh hatred againſt. him in 
the Ecclefraitucks, and procured him much 
trouble. | 
Wherefore becauſe all Papifts ſo furiouſly con- 
demn him to this day as a wicked Heretick, and 
we juſtly own him as one of the tirſt and moſt emi- 
nent Axthors of the Reformation in Doftrine, by 
his painful Writing and Preaching, 
his Teners being generally the ſame , * See DoQor 
* with thoſe profeſſed at this day by ps I 
the Proteſtant Churches, bating ſome , ty wicklif, 
tew Erroxrs intermixt, which are ſhewing hiGom- ' 
as leſs material, ſo likewiſe more fermity withebe 
excuſable , conſidering the Igwo- 79 MEE 
rance and Blindneſs of the Age he pax" 4 + of 
lived in. And fince his Story , 
D 2 is 
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is one of the Remarkables of this King Richard's 
Reign, it will not be impertinent briefly to re- 
lare the ſame. 

Wickliff is ſaid to be deſcended of an ancient Fa- 
mil in the North, but the exact year of his Birth 
we do not find Recorded; he was Educated in 
Merton Colled;ze in Oxford, became firſt Divinit 
Reader in that Famous Univerſity, and afterwards 
Refor of Lutterworth in Leiceſter ſhire: Touching 
his Parts, his Contemporary Henry de Kuyghton, 
Cannon of Leiceſter, (andby conſequence none of 
his Friends ) does yet give this Honorable Chara- 
cter, That be was the moſt eminent Dottor of Drvi- 
nity of thoſe times, ſecond to none in Philoſep'y 5n- 
comparabl: for School-learning and tranſcending mot 
both in ſubtlty of Science, and profoundneſs of Wit. 
Thete grear Abllities enabled him quickly to dif- 
cover the Falfty of the DoCtrines,and the Cheat of 
the Practices then in vogue in the Church: For in 
his Studies, he had run through the whole Courſe 
of the Schcol-men; and amongſt them was a pro- 
felled Follower of Occham , by reading whoſe 
Works, and others that lived about the ſame 
time, or not long before, ſuch as Bradwardine, 
Atarfilims, Gulielmns de Sanfto Amore, Abelardus, 
Armachanns, and the Learned Groſthead Biſhop of 
Lincoln: God gave him Grace to ſee the Truth 
of his Goſpel, and by ſeeing it, to loath Superſti- 
tion and Popery. By Occham and Marſilins he 
| was informed of the Popes Intruſions and Uſur- 
pations upon Kings, their Crowns and Dignities. 
Of Gul. de S. Amore and Armachanuw, he learned 
the ſundry Abuſes of the Afonks and Fryars in up- 
holding this Uſurped Power. By Abclardand o- 
7 thers, 
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thers, he got a Proſpect of the Right Faith touch- 
ing the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. By Brad- 
wardine he was inſtructed in the nature of a true 
Sole Fuſtifying Faith, againſt Merit-mongers, and 
Pardoners, Pelagians, &c. Finally by peruſing 
Groſthead's Works ( in which he ſeemed to be 
molt converſant ) he deſcryed the Pope to be An- 
t:chriſt, by hindring the Preaching of the Goſpel, 
and placing unfit menin the Church, only to fup- 
= is own Tranny. And being thus enlightned, 
is Zeal to Truth would not ſuffer him to Conceal 
his Candle under a Buſhel : And therefore thoſe 
that aſſign'd his being depriv'd of a Benefice in Ox- 
ford, -to be the occaſion of firit ſpreading his Opi- 
niong and would attribute all to Reſentment and 
Revenge, ſpeak either raſhly or » aliciouſly, no ſuch 
provocation being ſo much as mentioned by Au- 
thors of beſt Credit, to occaſion his preaching a= 
gainſt the Corruptious of the Times ; nor is it 
likely that he would have fo inveighed againſt 
Clergy-covetouſneſs and Iride, if they could have 
retorted on him any ſuch cauſe of his Diſcontent 
or how can we but imagine, that if he had atfected 
any ſuch ſmall Buſineſs as the Headſhip of Canter- 
bury Colledge, the Duke of Lancaſter ( who was 
his Great Patron) could have -helprt him to it. 
For indeed the Fame of his Learning, his unwea- 
ried diligence in Preaching and Writing, toge- 
cher with his pious exemplary Life, procured him 
many Diſciples amongſt the People, and ſeveral 
Favorers of the firſt Rank : The rather, for that 
he juſtly oppoſed the Ambition and Avariee of 
the Clergy, a Theme no leſs grateful than ne- 


ceſſary ; for the Temporal States-men already 
GC 3 found 


F 
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found it to bean inſufferable Grievance, though 
they wanted Skill or Courage toabateir, King 
Edward the Third ( though a great Doter on Ec- 
cleſiaſticks ) is ſuppoſed not to have been his E- 
nemy; and tis certain the pious Duke of {auca- 
fter, ( o our Author Knyghton always calls him 
and ſeveral of the Nobles were much his Friends, 
and Protectors againſt the Rage of the Prelates ; 
for Wickliff being in King Edward's days Citcd to 
Anſwer before the Arch- biſhop of Canterbury , the 
Biſhop of London, and others in Pasls, the ſaid 
Duke, and Sir Henry Piercy Lord Marſhal, were 
pleaſed to attend him thither, and would needs 
have him fit in preſence of the Court, alleaging 
he had much to anſwer, and therefore ngeded 
convenient eaſe ; which fayor the Biſhop of Lox- 
don refuſing to grant, hard words aroſe between 
the Temporal and Spiritual Lords ; inſomuch that 
the Duke threatned he would pull down the pride 
of all the Biſhops of England: And by reaſon of 
their Conteſt, Wicklif for the preſent got off, and 
little was done againſt him. | 

But in the beginning of King Richards Reign, 
the Pope ſent a Bull to the Univerſity of Oxford, 
upbraiding them with ſuffering and countenan- 
cing Wickhiff and his Doctrine, and charging them 
on pain of being deprived. of all their Pr,viledges 
and [ndulgences, that they ſhould no longer tole- 
rate the tame. But the Heads of the Univerſity 
were ſo well fatisfhcd with Wickiffe's Integrity , 
that they were at a ſtand whether they ſhould re- 
ceive the ſaid Bull, or reject it with Contempt : 
However the Pope plyed both the King and the 
Arch-biſhop, and Biſhop of Zondon, with "we 

ra 
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ral other Letters and Bulls to the ſame effe&t; So 
that at laſt, Wickh;f was again Conven'd before 
them ; bur on the Day aſſign'd for his Examinati- 
on, Sir Lews: Clifford came into their Court, and 
inthe Name of "the Princeſs 7oan, the Kings Mg- 
ther, peremptorily Commanded chem to proceed 
no further in that Aﬀair ; with which being ter- 
rified, they deſiſted their proſecution, and once 
more he got out of their Clutches. 

But now by reaſon of the before- mentioned Ar- 
ticles offered to the King and Parliament, the 
Biſhops ſoon after ſummoned him again before 
them, but whether he appeared or not, is uncer- 
tain: However they proceeded againſt the Opi- 
nions and Concluſions following, as Hi, which 
as they are related by the Hiſtorians of thoſe 
Times, I ſhall recite ; ſome of them being Brand- 
ed as Hereſies, others only as Errors; Viz. 


HFerefie I. 


That the Subſtance of Bread or Wine remains 
after Conſecration in the Sacrament of the Altar, 


Hereſie 11, 


That Accidents do not remain without a Sub- 
jett after Conſecration in the fame Sacrament, , 


ul 


| Hereſie III. | 


That Chriſt is not in the Sacrament of the Altar 
Identically, truly and really in his proper Corpo- 
ral Perſon, 

D 4 Here- 
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Hereſie 1V. 


| That if a Biſhop or Prieft whileſt he is in mor- 
tal.ſin, ſhould Ordain, Conſecrate, or Bapriſe, it 
would be nothing available. _ DN 72 NY 
[ Note, #b44 1h charged, Wickliff:'s words whence ihh 
& wreſtcd, arc 4 Book. De Yericate Scripturarum, Þp. 
138, Nih « briſtianu-,&c, #/u eſs the Chriſtian Pricft be #- 
nited unto Ghrift by Grace, Chriſt cannot be by Saviour, nei- 
ther cen he (peak the 3acramental words without lying; Li- 
cert profint capacibu-, chough yet abey arc profitable ' 30 fir 
Receivers. Which laſt Ciaulſe they ſpightfully omir, ] 


Herefie V. 


That if a Man be duly Contrite, all outward 
Confeflion is ſuperfluous and to him unprofitable. 


| Hereſie VI, 


That he hath Obſtinately aſſerted, that it is not 
founded in the Goſpel, that Chriſt ordained the 
Maſs, 


Hereſſe VII. 


That God ought to obey the Devil. 


[ 7h Poſition the Devil himſelf wonld ſcarce dare to unter, 
mutb leſs thi godly man who on the quite commary in hk Comment 
on ;he Piaims p. 112 (auth, the Devil is clepid God's Angel : 
for he may do nothing but at Gods ſtiffering, and ſerverb Ge 
In tormenting ſinful men,” s& 3ruc in bis Book again} the Fryars, 
Cap.28 be complains of zheir Blaſphemy, in 6ccuſng 3ho Holy 
Sermptures of Falthood which, (eqs he,is to put falſneſs upon God 
himſelf, who is the Author thereof,and yes hey would have w be- 
lieve whas they themſelves ſay is 3rue. Alas (ſeitbbe ) —_—_ 

. ſuffer 
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ſuffer this Blaſpbewy, that Chrift in whom is all Treaſure of 
Wit, Willow, and ſruth, could nor, or would not ſay uwe 
words, and ſentence, _ finful fools have rrue manneyof 
ſpeaking, contrary tothe ſpeech of cur Lord Jetu « hrift, for 
ehis bc Poful foobs, yea Dive:s of Hell, been wiſcr & r uer than 
Jeſu Chriſt. From theſe words, or ſome ſuch Argument 2b Ab. 
1urdo, sgainſft chem, thas which he proves to be their wicked con- 
ſequence.they make bis D- Erin, juſt as if one ſhould chavge D2- 
vid with aſſerting, there is no God, leaving our, The Þ60] hath 
{aid in his Hearr, ; 


Hereke VIII. | a 


Thar if the Pope be a wicked Man, and conſe- 
quently a member of the Devil, then he has no 
power given him over faifhful Chriſtians by any, 


unleſs perhaps by Ceſar. 


Herefke IX. 


That after Urban the Sixth, [Pope at that time) 
none ought to be choſen Pope,bur we ought ro live 
after the manner of the Greehs, under our own 
Laws. 


Errors. 


* x. That no Prelate onght to Excommunicate 
any, unleſs firſt he know ſuch perſon to be Excom- 
municated of God. 

[ * That & only ſor off. nces 8g 4inft Gods Law, ] 


2. That if any ſhall otherwiſe Excommunicate, 
he thereby becomes an Heretick, or Excommuni- 
cated perſon himſelf. | 

3. That a Prelate Excommunicating a Clerk 


' that has appeal'd tothe King and Council of the 


pry) ns is thereby a Traytor to God,the King, 
and Ringdom, 


4. That 


j 
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. That thoſe who forbear to Preach, or hear 
the Word of God, or the Goſpel, for the Excom- 
munication of men, are Excommunicated, and at 
the day of Judgment ſhall be accounted Traytors 
to God. 

*5. That 'tis contrary to the Scriptures, that 
perſons Eccleſiaſtical ſhould have Temporal poſ- 
ſeſſions. 

* [' Thk 4 wreftcd to a worſe ſenſe than Wicklift intended, J 


6. That 'tis lawful to any Deacon,or Presbyter, 
to Preach the Word of God, without Authority 
from the Pope, or any Catholick Biſhop. 

*7. That none, whilſt in mortal fin; is to be 
accounted a Biſhop or Prelate. 


* [ Thi # the ſame Calumny with the Fourth Hereſpe, ] 


8, That Temporal Lords may at their pleaſure 
take away Temporal Goods from the Church ha- 
bitually offending. 

9. That Tythes are pure Alms,and Pariſhioners 
may for the ſins of their Curates detain the ſame, 
and confer them at their pleaſure upon others. 

Io. That ſpecial prayers applyed by Prelartes or 
Religious perſons to one particular perſon, do not 
more profit him, than general prayers, all things 
elſe being equal. : 

Ix. That any one entring into any Private Reli- 
gion, is thereby rendred more unapt, and incapa- 
ble of obſerving the Commandmentsof God. 

12. That Holy Men, that inſtituted Private Or- 
ders of Religion,whether of Mendicants, or fuch as 
are indowed with poſlefſions, did fin in fodoing. 


x3. That thoſe called Religious, living in pri- 
vate 
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vate Orders of Reiigion, are not of the Chriſtian 
Religion. ER i 

14. That Fryars Mendicant, are bound to live 
by the Labor of their Hands and nor to get their 
living by Begging. 

IF. That Fryars Begging after their Sermons, 
do thereby incurr the Crime of Simony, and all 
that beſtow Alms on them are Excommunicate,as 
well the giver as receiver. 

Abour theſe Politions the Biſhops firſt met at 
Oxford( where they had raken ſuch impretſion,thar 
Riggs the Vice-Chancellor, and many others had 
imbraced them ) and after that at the Gray-Fryars 
Loudon, on the Seventeenth of May, 1382. on 
which day after Dinner, - about Two a Clock, juſt 
as they were going to proceed in this Buſineſs, 
happened a Wonderful and Terrible Earthquake 
throughout all Exzlayd; whereupon divers or the 
Suffragans being affrighred, would have deliſted, 
but the Arch-biſhop otherwiſe interpreting the 
Omen, they went on, and at laſt ſolemnly Con - 
demned all the ſaid Propoſitions, there being pre- 
ſent Eight Biſhops, Nineteen Monks and Fryars, 
Fourteen Doors of Law, and Six Batcb:llors of 
Divinity. 

However Mr. Wickisf himſelf ( whether be- 
cauſe they could not tind him : or that they were 
afraid to meddle with him) or rather becauic they 
were much diſtracted by reaſon of the' Feuds be- 
tween two Popes then in being at once,cſcaped thein 
malice; andin the Year 1385. dyed peaceably 
in his Bed, having been Doctor of Divinity a-- 
bove Thirty Years,and of ſuch induttry and learn- 
ing, that he Tranflated the whole Bible into rf A | 

liſh; 


& 
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$1; one Copy whereof written with his own 

, larely was, and I ſuppoſe ſtill is extant 
in Saint fohn's Colledge in Oxford: He lived in 
a time, when the Fryars Orders by their mani- 
fold diſorders were become exceeding odious , 
and the Popes juriſdiction by proviſions, Reſervati- 
ons, and Collations very intollerable, which made 
way for thoſe excellent ſtatute Laws about this 
time enacted, of Premwnice, againſt Proviſors, and 
the abuſes of Begging Fryars ; which ſo bridled and 
reſtrained the Popes Rampant Uſurpations, that he 
could bur little prevail here in Eng/and, during the 
Reign of King Edward the Third, and King Ri- 
chardthe Second: Towards making of which Laws, 
Wickbiffe's Doctrine ſtruck a great ſtroak, he main- 
raining very learnedly and ftoutly, the Kings ju- 
riſdiftion, Crown, and Dignity, againſt Papal and 
all kind of Encroachments,by the Laws,C:wvil,Can- 
yon, and Common, of which laſt eſpecially he made 
great uſe, and was well skill'd therein. But for full 
ſatisfaction concerning this famous Man, I fhall 
here add, the Teſtimonial of the Univerſity given 
in his behalf, after his Death, as follows, viz. 


T O all & ſingular the Children of our holy Mother 
the Charch, to whom theſe preſents ſhall come, the 
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Fice-Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford , with : 
the whole Congreyation of the Maſters, w:ſh perpetaal 


health inthe Lord : Foraſmuch as it is not commonly 
ſcenythat the Alts and Monuments of Valiant men,nor 
_ and merits of good men, ſhould be paſs'd over 
an 


CEN ORE TY 


hidden with perpetual ſilence, but that true report | 
and fame ſhould continually ſpread abroad theſamein | 


ſtrange and far diſtant places; both in Toſtymony ther:- 
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of, and for the example of others. Foraſmuch alſo as 
che provident diſcretion of Mans natwre hath deviſell 
this defence againſt ſlander, that when ever Witneſſes 
by Word of Month cannot be preſent, the Pen by Wri. 
ring may (apply the ſame. | 
Therefore the ſpecial good will and care which we 
bare unto John Wickliff ſometime Child of this our 
Univerſity, and Irofeſſor of Divinity, moving aud 
exciting our minds ( as his manners and conditions te- 
quired no left ) with one Mind, Voice, and Teſtimony, 
we do witneſs all his conditions and doings throughout 
his whole life,to have b:en moſt ſincere and commenda- 
ble; whoſe honeſt manners, good diſpoſition,profoundueſs 
of learning, and moſt redelent fame, we d.fire the more 
earneſtly ro be notified to, and celebrated by all the 
faithful, for that we underſtand,the maturity and _ 
neſs of his Converſation, his diligent Labors and Tra- 


Wwoels tend muc! to the Praiſe of God, the help and ſafe- 


guard of others, and the profit of truth. 

' Wherefore we ſignify unto you by theſe preſents, that 
his Converſation ( even from his youth upwards, unto 
the time of his death) was ſo praiſe-worthy and honeſt, 
that never at any time was there any nate or ſpot of ſuſ- _ 
picion noiſed of him, but in his anſwerin1, reading, 
preaching,and d:t:rmining,he behaved himſelf landa- 
bly, and as a ſtout Champion of the Faith vanquiſhing - 
by the force of the Scriptures,all ſuch who by thetr wil 


ful Beggary, Blaſphemed and ſlandered Chriſt's Re- 


ligion: Neither was thu ſaid Doftor Convitt of any 
ereſie, or burned by our Prelates (Note his Bones 

werenot yet, but long after ordered to be taken 

up and burnt by the Council of Conſtance J after 


' hu Burial: For God forbid tha* our Prelates ſhould 
* have condemned a mn of [1:rh honeſtly for an Heretic, 


who 
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who among#t all the reft of the Univerſity had Writ- 
ren in Logick, Philoſophy, Divinity, Morality, and 
the Speculative Art beyond compariſon, the knowl:dg 
of all which thin) s we deſire to teſt ifie, that the fame 
and renown of this ſaid Dottoy may be more evident, 
and had in repute among thoſe into whoſe hands theſe 
preſent Letters Teſtimon: al ſhall come. 


In Witneſs whereof we have cauſed theſe our 
Letters Teſtimonial, to be Sealed with our 
Common Seal,dated at Oxford, in our Con- 
gregation Houſe, the 15. of Oftober, in the 
Yearof our Lord, 1496. 


' About the ſame time, ſeveral of Wickliffs fol- 
lowers, as Nicholas of Hartford, John Aſton, fohn 
Parney, and other Prieſts, were much troubled for 
the ſame andthe like Opinjons; among the reſt 
* our Author Henry de Knyghton, tells us; that on 
Palm Sunday, he heard one at Leiceſter Preaching 
theſe horrible Hereſies and Errors(in his Opinion) 
following, viz. | 


That to Blabber with the Lipps, and multiply Words 
in Prayer ſignified nothing. 

That to grv: Money for Celebrating of Maſſes 
would nit avail any body, wnleſs he lcd a good Life. 

That Chri't never commanded any Body to Begg. 

That no Man « bound to g1v: Almes to any that 
has better Cl:athes and outward accomodation: thay 
himſelf. 

That none u truly a Prelate, nor capable of a Bi- 
| ſhoprick, unleſs ac be a Teacher and Preacher. 


That 
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That Money got by Confeſſions is accarſed, and as 
well the " ted as receiver Excommunicate, 

That Preachers carrying about Baggs and Scripps, 
are falſe Teachers, fince Chriſt in his Goſpel Commands 
rhe contrary, and the true Diſciples of Chriſt never 
praiſed it. 

That for thoſe to Begy , who are able to work ss 
Condemmed by the Law Civil, and no where approved 
by th: Law Evangelical. 

That Chrift Converted many of divers States and 
Conditions to the Faith; but we de not find in the 
Holy Scriptare that ever he converted a Prieſt. 


Theſe Opinions ſpreading ſo faſt, and the Bi- 
ſhops perceiving that yer they had not ſufficient 
Authority by anyLaw, or Statute of this Real, 
to proceed unto Death or Impriſonment, againſt 
any for matters of Religion, they therefore ſo- 
licited the King for the power of the. Tempo- 
ral Sword, who overcome with their importu- 
nity, or perhaps incited by hopes of ſome Sub- 
ſidy to be given him by the Clergy was content 
to give his Afſent to an Ordinance, bearing rhe 
name of an At, made in the Parliament hol- 
den at Weſtminſter, Anno aint. R. 2. Ca.s. in 
theſe Words. 


Tem, fozaſmuch as it is openly known, char 
there be divers evil Perſons within the 
Realm, going from Country ro Coltncry , and 
from 
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from Zown to Town , in certain Pabics under 
diſſtmulation of great Yolineſs ; and wſchout the 


Licenſe of che D2dinaries of the places, oz o- 


ther ſufficient Authozicp , Preaching daily, nof 
only in Churches and Church-pards, but alſo in 
Markets, Fairs, and open Places, where a great 
Con&tregation of People is, divexs Dezmons con- 
taining Yercſies, and nocorious Errozs, to the 
great cmblemiſhing of Chriſtian Faith, and De- 


f2uction of thr Laws, and of che Eſtate of Þoly 


Church, to the great Peril of the Souls of che 
People, and of all the Realm of Cngland, as 
mo2e plainly is found, and ſufficiencly proved be- 
foze the Reverend Father tn God the Archviſhop 


of Canterbury, and the Biſhops, and other Pre- 


lates, Maſters of Divinity , and Docto2s of the 
Canon, and of Civil Law, and a great part of 
the Clergy of the (aid Realm, ſpecfally aſſembled 
fo2 this g2eat cauſe ; which Perſons do alſo 
Þ2each divers matters of launder, to ingender, 
diſcow, and diſſention betwirt divers Effaces of 
the ſaid Realm, as well Dpiricual as Tempo- 
rak, in ercicing of the People to the great Peril 
of all the Realm, which Preachers ciced 02 ſum- 
moned befoze che Dyvinaries of the places, there co 
anſwer to that whereof thep, be (mpeached, thep 
will not obep chetr Dummons and Commands, 
192 care not foz their Pontitions, noz Cenſures of 
the Yolp Chr, Si1terpreſip deſpiſe them, And 

: mo2eover 
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mozeover by their ſubtil and ingentous 
w0o2dD3 do dzaw the People to hear their 
Sermons, and do maintainthem in their 
; errozSby ſtrong hand,and by great routs, 
| Ft is o2dained and allented inthts pze-= 
* ſent Parliament, That the Kings Com- 
miſſions be made , and Directed to the 
Sherifts, andother Ytnilters of our Do-= 
vereign Lozd the King; 02 other ſuffictent 
perſons learned,and accozding tothe Cer= 
tifications of the P:elates thereof, to be 
made in the Chancery from time to time, 
toarrelt all ſuch Þzcacyers,andalſo their 
Fauters, Maintainers, and Abctters; 
and: to hold them in Arreſt and ſtrong 
Paiſon, till they wt!ll juſtifie to them ac= 
co2ding to the law and reaſon of Holy 
{| Church. And th: King willeth and com- 
| mandeth, that the? Chanceiloz make ſuch 
| Commiſſtons at all ttines; that he by the 
| Prelates,o2 any of them (hall be certified, 
* andthereof required as ts afozeſard, 


This was the fr{t pretence of Statute 
| againſt the true Profeſfors of Religion,and 
| indeed was no. A of Parliament duly 
made,bur onely by the King and the Cler- 
| $y,for at rchaelm, following, in the ſixth 
| year of the King, a Parliament being al- 
 lembled complain'd thereof,and having re- 

E cited 
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Cited the ſame— Add——The which was 
never agred noz granted by the Coin- 
mons ; but whatſoever was moved 
therein, was without their Aſlent ; and 
therefoze p2ayen the Commons; that the 
ſaid Statute be diſannulled, foz it is not 
in any wile their meaning, that either 
themſelves oz ſuch as Gall ſucceed them. 
hall be further juſtified, oz bound by the 
Pzclates , than were their Incellozs in 
fozmer times, Whereuntoit is anſwwer- 
ed, 11 plaiſt au Roy, The King iS pleaſed. 
| 


Yet though the ſuppoſed Law of the Fifth were | 
hereby ſo repealed,and the fraud thereof diſcover- | 
ed, the Prelates ordered matters {o, that this Act 
of Repeal was never publiſhed, nor ſince printed in | 
the Statute Book with the reſt of the Acts of that 
Parliament, as Mr. Fox in his Afts and Monuments | 
well obſerves. 

The Year 1383 was famous for a Warlike Ex- 
pcdition undertaken by the Engliſh Clergre, called a | 
Crorſado, or going forth to fight the Lords Battels | 
(as they pretended) under the Banner of the Crof.. * 
The occaſion thus : - 

After the death of Pope Gregory the Eleventh, | 
which happened in the Year of our Lord 1378, | 
one Bartholomew Biſhop of Barr: in Apul:a,by the ; 
undue afts hereafter mentioned got into the ! 
Chair, by the name of Urban the Sixth ; who as | 
ke cntered by force,ſo he proceeded with fo much | 
pride and infolence, that moſt of the Es ny: 
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ſook him,and retiring to Avignion in France, choſe 
one Robert Biſhop of C:ibbo in hisſtead, who took 
upon him the ſtyle of Pope Clement.Now to deſtroy 
him, and all that own'd and took part with him, 
was the meritorious deſign. And that the Reader 
may the better perceive the nature of the Quar- 
rel, and what mighty reaſon people had to venture 
their Lives, and murder their Neighbours, for this 
Urbans Intereft, I ſhall inſert a Copy.of the  Cardi- 
nals Letter to him, as Walſnghamrecites it. 


FE Biſhops, Presbyters, and Deacons,by Divine 
Meru Cardinals,during the vacancy of the Apo- 
ftolical See, to Bartholomew late Archbiſhop of Bar- 
ri, wiſh the Spirit of founder counfel. The ſandity 
and purity of the Catholieh, Faith, and the wholſom 
devotion of Chriſtian People, the clear profeſſion of the 
whole Eccleſtaſtich State,and Salvation of all the faith- 


| ful, do require, That thoſe things which may occaſion a 


ſeanadal unto our faith, the ſubverſion of the Worſhip= 


| pers of Chriſt,the weakzing of the State of the Church, 


and the evident danger of ſouls, ſhould be openly noti= 


fied to all, declared amongſt the people, and according 
| to the Dottrine of the Goſpel preached upon the 
| houſe-tops, left by indiſcreer ſilence thoſe be left in 


error who might be reclaimed, and they to whoſe office 


' #t belongs ſhould lie under the reprehenſion of the 
; Prophet, ſaying, Thy Prophets and Preachers ſhall 
:; propheſlie unto thee things falſe and fooliſh, and 
; ſhallnotlay open thine iniquity, that they might 
: provoke thee to penance. Whereas therefore the 
| Apoſtolick Seat being empty by the death of Pope 
{ Gregory XI, of pious memory, who in March laſs 
"| departed this life :, we for the Election of another 
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Pope, according to Law and Cuſtom, had aſſembled 
or ſclves in the Conclave, for that purpoſe aſjign'd,in 
the Apoſtolical Palace, the People of Rome gathered 
zogether by the ſound of a Bell. ana in hoſtile manner, 
ſurronnaiig the place, almoſt filling the Palace both 
without and within, did with vehement Terror threa- 
tenyht unliſs without any aelay, we chooſe a Roman, 
or Italian, they would preſently cut us into bits : And 
ſo there being no due ſpace aſfurd: d, wherein we might 
deliberate of afit Perſon ; they ag.cmſt our will andin- 
tention, ſuddenly and abruptly by violence and bodily 
fear, compelling us to chooſe an Italian, We thereupon 
mcerly to avoid the otherwiſe inevitable Peril of 
Death, as at the ſame time we openly aeclared amoneaſt 
our ſelves, did think fit ro nominate Thee for Pope,not 
doubting but thou(to whom as well as to all the Clergy, 
and People, that accurſed violence was well known ) 
hadſt had ſo much Conicience, as i no ſort to accept 
of the ſame. Bur thou forgetful of thine own Salvati- 
on,laying aſide all pure Conjcience,and being otherwiſe 
ambitious, waſt ſs far inflamed with the Ardor of 
IWorldly Flowour upon the preſentation of that Elettion 
( thourh extorted alſo by Fear, and againſt the Canc- 
nmical Santticns, from thoſe who carried it from us anto 
the City) that thou te the preateſt Scandal of the Chri- 
fttan Clergy and People and to the permicion E xam- 
ple of others in ſuch caſes, didſt conſent tothe ſaid Ele- 
ion, though the ſame in Law weve abſolutely null 
and void, and alſo out of fear ( as we well hope ) didſt 
ſuffer thy ſelf ro be inthrowd in the City, and Crown'd 
de facto,:nd ſo baſt taken unon thee the name of Pope, 
who by the holy and wiſe Fathers, and by Right and 
Law, are rather anddeſeryedly to be called, An ac- 
curled Apoſtate, Antichriſt, and the Invader, and 
Deſtroyer 
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Deſtroyer of all Chriſtianity. S:ce therefore ſuc? 
thy wicked Intruſion unto the Papacy is now di oulge4 
throughout the Wor ld, grown notorious, and cannot any 
longer be hid, as being done juſt before Eaſter, when 
from all parts of Chriſtendom there were multitudes 
of People at Rome; and whereas many Errors have al- 
ready began to creep abroad, and the Conjciences 
of the Fauhful to be intangled;and that thou being long 
expected, C charitably admoniſhed in ſecret,regardeſt 
z20t to amend thy folly, but rather doft deſire to draw 
the whole Clergy and People into a Precipice, and 
preferring the empty tranſitory Glory of the World, be- 
fore the Salvation of thine own, and other Chriſtians 
Souls, objtinately endeaveureſt to hold the Popedom' 
by Tyranny , into which thou. didſt not enter by 
the Door ; We therefore net being able with ſafe Con- 
ſciences any longer to diſſemble the Premiſſes, laying 
forth the ſame, and 7iving notice thereof to thee and all 
faithfulChriſtians,though the ſame be already notorious 
to thy ſelf, and almoſ# all the Clergy and People, do 
publiſh and denounce thee accurſed and ( as having in- 
truded into thePapacy without any CanonicalElettion) 
aa Irryader of all Chriſtianity, ſince thois dreadeſt not 
to invade the very Head of Chriſtianity zt ſelf, and 
ſuch a Deſtroyer,as ſeckeſt by thy tyrannical Vſurpati- 
on, to cauſe almoſt all the Sacraments to fail, and the 
umverſal People of Christ to run aſtray on Precipices, 
5 wanting a true Shepherd, Exhorting nevertheleſs, 
and intreating by the Bowels of Mercy, of our Lord 
Jetus Chriſt, whoſe Spouſe the Church, thou haſt not 
bluht to commit a Rape upon; that thou wouldeSt 
thi:.k of the end, to which fulneſs of days is haftening 
thee; that thou wouldeſt direct the Eyes of thy mind to 


| God ard a pure Conſcience z, and that thou wouldeſt 
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quit, and leave empty and free, that moſt Holy Seat 

of $. Peter, which without title thox deſ# occupy 3 

and that thou wouldſt lay aſide the Papal Enſigns and 
Ornaments,ard without delay abſfain'from the Arms- 
niſtration of ary the Spirituals or Temporals of the 
Papacy and Roman Church, and ftudy to ſattsfie God 
and the Church to thy utmoſt power, by the fruits of 
true repentance ; which if thou ſhalt perform, thou 
mayſ# deſerve to obtain the grace of God, and the ap- 
plauſes of the Worla, and the praiſes of the Clergie 
and People, and a remiſſion of theſe ſharp penalties 
by the Canon Laws inflitted, and to be with all dils- 

gence inflitted upon thee 5, but otherwiſe art ſure de- 
ſervedly to incur the indignation of Almighty God, 
and of S, Peter and Paul, and all other Saints ; and 
we will invoke Divine and Human counſel with the 
Spouſe of Chriſt, and of all Chriſtians, whoſe Mother 
without doubt ts in this behalf wiolated;, and ſhall uſe 
all other remedies granted by the Canonical Santtions 
hitherto, that before thou haſt ſo reſigned, thou mayſt 


have no hope of mer cy. 


But Urbanzs (whom ſome that were fond of a 


. Quibble were wont to call Txrbanw, becauſe he 


was the Diſturber of Chriſtendom) would neither 
be wheedled nor heQor'd out of the Popedom,and 
therefore he gets together the Biſhops that till 
took his part,and makes divers of them Cardinals, 
who ſoon returned a rthundering anfwer to this Epi- 
ſtle of the Schiſmatical Cardinals and Biſhops, (for 
fo they called them that diſown'd Urban;) which 
(to ſhew the meek ſpirits of the men, and how 
notably they argue) Iſhail prefume ſo far on the 
Readers patience, as here likewiſe to inſert. 


We | 
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V VE the Univerſal Faithful of Chriſt, honowd 

with this ſacred CharaQer , founded ſo 
ron the firm rock of Truth, that the Lord upholding 
and watering the root of our Holy Faith, by no whirl- 
winds of Heretical or Schiſmatical per (uaſton,we can 
be extirpated or overthrown; to John Biſhop of Pree- 
neſt, William with the title of S. Stephen in the 
Celian Mount, &c. not ( as you call your ſelves ) Car- 
dinals by Divine Mercy of the Holy Roman Church, 
but accurſed and moſt ravenous Wolves, Invaders of 
the whole Flock of Chriſt, and moſ# ſubtil Foxes, deſs- 
ring to - waſte the Vineyard of the Lord of Hoſts, 
fend not Greeting but Grief,nor Joy but Sorrow,and 
that you may be cloathed with Confuſion as with a 
Garment. The ſipid tenour of your Letters, which 
by the Devils inſtigation yor raſhly have ſent through- 
out all the Provinces of | Chriſtendom, hath wounded 
our hearts, axd all that i within us, not by ftart- 
ling cu" Faith, but with a godly compaſſion for ſo 
herrid a (canGal as lately is rasſed in the Holy Church 
of God; but Wo unto you by whom theſe ſcandals 
com?, for the Face of our Mother the Church #s 
made pale , pale with unſpeakable trouble, for the 
error of your wickedneſs (the like not heard of for 
many ages) who would be eſteemed zealons of the 
Laws, when un truth you are ſacrilegious, though 
ſeon ſhe 1s rendered ruddy again with modeſt bluſhes, 
ſeeing by your ill deeds all the Borders of Chriſtianity 
to be inflamed. O deteſtable and unhappy Ambition 


' of yeurs, which endeavours to rend our Lords ſeam- 


lels Coat, and part that which ſuffers no diviſion, 
but rather rejoyceth in unity. Wicked Servants, Out 
ef your own mouths you ſhall be judged, by your - 

E 4 Let- 
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Letters, you have declared the manner of the Ele- 
{Hon of the Pope by you lately celebrated, alledging 
that an unruly multitude of. armed people beſer the 
Conclave, terribly and mortally threatning you, un- 
leſs you ſhould choſe an Italian or Roman, but not 
limiting any certain perlon when they would force 
you to elett, | 

"Tis therefere manifeſt, as to the perſon, that 
youu do grant he was freely, and not by compulſion, 
choſen; and ſo we firmly do and will hold, that the 
Eledion by you then made was rightfully and ca- 
nonically celeorated ;, and to'him ſo eleQed, en- 
thron'd, and crown'd, as Head of the Holy Church, 
Peters Succeſſor, and Vicar of Chriſt on earth, 
we ao faithfully adhere, and promiſe humbly zo obey 
bis Admeniticns,Words,and Ads, as becomes true and 
faithful Catholicks 5 not taking a damnable example 
won yeur pernicious rebellion, and ſecrilegions aud 

eretical ſtubboruneſs, | 

And furthermore, we deteſt your folly, and baſc- 
zeſs of your pretences, for how ſhould lear invade 
your,rho are pl.iced in the tore front of the Churches 
Troops. 45 Chainpions.and Defenders of the Or- 
thodox Faith, ad wearing 9 your he.id. the Red 
Caps, Enffzns of Eeclefiaftical Liberty, for a t0- 


hen that you o#ht rinaantedly ts ffrive for Righteoul: 
nels and Juſtice ev to arath? Now I ſay, 
could the dread of Ocath mike you depart from 
Righteoulnels? Or Low were you thit call your 
fetves Pillars of tne Church become ſo weah and 
feeble, asrot to be able to uphold the building from 
tumbling on your heads? Was there any Sampton 
there? TIVo alas, he died long ſince. But to excuſe 
year ſelves win your firs, you will perhaps es 

cer 
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Peter the Rock of Faith, and after Chriſt the 
prime foundation of the Church, was ſo affrighted 
at the words of a poor Servant-maid, as to den 

Chriſt himſelf, and that too with'an Oath, «f as 
infirmity you are Partakers and Followers. Oye Ge- 
neration of Vipers, ye crafty Serpents nouriſhed with 
poiſon, if ye taſte the bitter herb,raſte alſo that which 
zs {weetand whollom ; and after this daminable de- 
nial of the Head, rerawrn with Peter to confeſſion. 
IWe truly build upon the Rock, whileſt your abomi- 
nable objtinacy makes you Conlorts of a Traytor, 


Tor let your tooliſh blindnels and blind fooliſhneſs 
imagine, that thoſe words in your Letters, which ſeens 
to carry 4 ſhew of pi:ty and zeal for the Houſe of 
God, ſhall move us and perſnade us in any thing to 
conſent with you 5, for we moſt evidently perceive, 
that thoſe words are fall of the Leaven of the Phari- 
lees,of wich Chriſt in the Goſpel admoniſheth his Di- 


 ſeiples to beware. And by your leaving Rome, and 


:aming another place for perpetrating your wicked 
deligns, you clearly ſhew us that you have left the 
true Head of the Church, ard are become Mem- 
bers of the Devil, and gone out into the Deſart with 
Judas the Traytor, where fitly with an Haltar you 
may he ready to hang your lelves; that that of the 
Prophet may be werified of you, —Let their habi- 
tation be deſolate, -and let none be left to dwell 
in their tents. As alſo 1t is written further of each 
({ you, —- Let his days be few, and his Biſhoprick 


the ciear f{ me of the Count of Fundi, (4 Town 7 
Italy , whoſe © arl h:rbour'd the Cardinals) when 
youſo loud him with your Commendations throughout 


Chri- 


whoſe iniquity relies on Lead, Sands, and' Rubbiſh. 


[et another take. Fu thermore, you do but blacken 


>, 


3 


FJ: The Life and Refgn 

Chriſtendom ; ſm1ce as the Poet ſaith, Idem eſt lay. 
dari a turpibus & ob turpia, Tobe pras'd by bad 
men 1s all one as tobe prau'd for vad things. Conſs- 
der therefore, O Count ! that whereas hercrofore than 
waſt unknown #2 divers ( hriftian Countries, which 
thou thoughteſs an unhappineſs , now thou haſt gain'd 
70t a Name but Shame throughout the World, for in- 
witing to thy ſelff the Encmies of Chriſt, the Breakers 
of the Churches Unity, ard the Diſiurbers of the 
peace and tranquillity of all Chriſtendom, and che- 
riſhing their deteſtable perfidiouſneſs , ſo that thou 
ſeemeſt to have built an Aſylum againſt Chrift and all 
Catholick_people. Ariſe therefore, O Count ! throw 
theſe Mice out of thy Budzet, chaſe theſe Serpents 


from thy Tabernacle, and ſhake theſe coals of Brim- 


one ont of thy Boſom, leſt they bring thee to ever- 
laſting burnings ; ſo ſhalt rhou obtain the grace of 
God, the bleſſings of. all Chriſtians, andthe com- 
mendation of all the World,and ſhalt merit to eſcape 


the Divine Vengeance. 
Dated at Rome, &<c. 


Both Parties being thus hor, and Chriſtendom 
divided between two Popes at once, cach damn- 
ing the other for a Schiſmatickand Yillain;, France, 
Flanders, Scotland, and leyeral other Countrics 
joyn'd with Pope Clement 5 infomuch that the 
French King proclaim'd throughout all his Realm, 
that none ſkould own or obey Urban on pain of 
being Beheaded, and all his Goods forfeited to the 
Kings uſe. But by means of Vrbars Comple- 
mental Letters to King Richard and the Par- 
liament, and his honouring our Biſhop of Loz- 


don with a Cardinals Cap, England was altogether 
at 
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at his devotion; for in the ſecond year of King 
Richard an At was made, declaring him to be 
lawful Pope, and that the Livings of all Cardinals 
and others that were Rebels to him, ſhould be ſci- 
zed into the Kings hands, and the King to be an- 


. ſ{wered of the profits thereof; and that whoſoe- 


ver within this Realm ſhould procure or obtain any 
Proviſion or other Inſtrument from any other Pope 
than the ſame Urban, ſhould be out of the Kings 
Prote&tion. : 

And this year 1382, the ſaid Urban ſent over 
his Bull to Herry Spencer Biſhop of Norwich (a 
young bold Prelate) to raiſe a Cro:ſado, that is, 
to levy Forces who ſhould be all mark'd with the 
Croſs, as engag*d in an Holy War, to fight with 
and ſubdue his Enemy the ſaid Clement, the Anti- 


Pope, and all his Followers and Favourers, whom 


thereby he did excommunicate and depole from 
all Honours, and forbid any Converſation with 
them living, and burial of their bodies when dead, 
&c. In which Bull were (amongft other things) 
granted the Powers and Privileges following. 


I. That the ſaid Biſhop of Vorwich may, uſe 
the Sword againft the Anti-Pope and all his AQhe- 
rents, Favourers, and Counſellors, and with vio- 
lence put them todeath. 

2. That he hath full power to inquire of all and 
ſingular ſuch Schiſmaricks, and put them in priſon, 
and to confiſcate all their Goods moyeable and'im- 
moveable. 

3. That he hath Power and Authority to de- 
prive all Laymen that are ſuch Schiſmaticks, of 
all manner of Secular Offices whatſoever, and to 

give 
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give their Offices to other fit and convenient Per- 
ſons. 

4. To deprive all ſuch Schiſmatick Clerks, 'and 
beſtow their Benefices either with or without 
Cure, their Dignities, Partonages, or Offices to 
other Perſons more meet for the tame, having 
power over Lay-perſons that are. exempt, Clerks 
both Secular and Regular, yea though they be 
Fryars Mendicants. 

5- That he may diſpenſe with any Dignified or 
Beneficed Clerks, fo that they may be abſent from 
their Cures or Benefices, under the +*tandard of 
the Croſs, without leave of any of their Prelates, 
and yet take and receive the entirc Profits, as 
though perſonally reſident. 

6. There is granted to all that paſs the Seas in 
this Cauſe, either at their own Expences, or at 
the Expences of any others, Full Kemiſſion of 
all their Sins, and beſides as large Priviledges 
as toany that pay their Money, or go to Fight for 
the Holy Land. 

7. That all ſuch as ſhall with their proper 
Googs and Subſtance give luihcient Stipend to 
abl&$ouldiers at the dilcretion of the aforc{aid Bi- 
ſhop muſtred,or by any other hisDeputy,although 
themſelves be not perfonally engaged, yet ſhall 
they have the like Remilſhon and Indulgence, as 
they which in perſon go to the Expedition. 

8. Thatal] they ſhall be Partakers of this Re- 
miſhon, who ſhall give any part of their Goods to 
the ſaid Biſhop, to Fight againſt the ſaid Schil- 
maticks. 

9. That if any ſhall chance todie in the Jour- 


ney, or be kill'd, that are Souldiers under the {aid 
Standard 
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Standard of the Crofs, they ſhall fully and wholly 
receive the ſaid Grace, and ſhall be -Partakers of 
the aforeſaid Forgiveneſs and Indulgence. 

Io. The ſaid Biſhop hath Power to Excommu- 
nicate, Suſpend, and Interdi& all perſons whatſo- 
ever that ſhall be Rebellious, or Diſturbers of him 
in the Execution of the Powers and Authority 
hereby committed unto him, of whatſoever Dig- 
nity or Condition they be, whether Kings, Queens, 
Emperors, or of any other Quality Eccleſiaſtical or 
Temporal. 

Laſtly , That he may compel and inforce any 
Religious Perſons whatſoever, to go in this Expe- 
dition, and ſend-them over Sea , if he think good 
{oto do, and this although they be Profeſſors of 
the Fryars Mendicants. 


Being thus furniſht the Biſhop to ſpread his 
Authority, and the more effctually carry on the 
Work, publiſht the Ordinances following, 


I. ] T is Ordained for the Honour, the Efta- 
bliſhment of Holy Church, and the Sal- 
vation of the Realm,that ſufficient Preachers 
be ſent into all the Country, to Declare and 
Publiſh the Croilado,and the Right Eſtate of 
Holy Church, and of our moſt Holy Father 
Pope Urban, whom God (of his benign Grace) 
pity and redreſs, according to his good plea» 
are. 
2. That toewvery ſuch Preacher or Confeſ- 
ſer throughout England, there ſhall be y_ 
a Cler 
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a Clerk, who ſhall receive and regiſter the 
Names of all ſuch as ſhall offer their perſons to 
this Holy war ; and alſo all money that / wr be 
given, over whom the ſaid Confeſſors ſhall be 
Controllers, | 

3. That no Woman ſhall preſame to go this 
voyage without ſpecial Licence from the Biſhop 
of Norwich ##der his Seal. | 

| 4+ That no man by the way ſhall rob, or by 
any kind of Extortion take the goods of any till 
they come upon the Enemies, where they may 
do it by right of war, on pain of loſing all ſhare 
inthe ſaid Paraon. 

5. That the ſaid Preachers ſhall preſs the 
people to ſay Prayers and make Proceſſions for 
the ſafety if the Church, and the proſperity of 
_ this Voyage, 

6. That a'l Curates on patn of Excommuni- 
cation ſhall encourage, and by all means they 
can (eſpecially in Confeſſion) preſs and engage 
their Pariſhioners, as well poor as rich, to come 
into and contribute to this pious Expedition, ſo 
much for the good of the Charch,and advantage 
of their own Souls, 

7. That every one that will go in perſon for 
the Abſolution, ſhall before ſuch Abſolution be 
groen him, ſwear to come to the ſaid Biſhop or 
hts Deputy, and make his Indentures touching 
the time that he purpoſes to ſerve in the Croi- 
lado. _ | ” "8. That 
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8. That if any will find a man, that is, 
hire an«ther to go in his name, and upon his 
coſts and charges, that he muſt either provide 
an able ſufficient Souldier that ſhall mor refuſe 
the Service, or elſe allow ſo much for hu Pay 
to the Biſhop, and let him provide one'him- 
lf 
9. That every one that ſends ſuch a Souldi- 
&r in his own ſtead, ſhall enroll in the Biſhops 
Regiſtry both his own and bis Souldiers name 
before he takes Abſolution, otherwiſe to liſe 
all benefit of the Pardon. 


The form of the Abſolution to be given to 
all that ſhould ferve in or contribute 
to this Croifado. 


BY Apoſtolical Juthouty to me in this 
behalf committed, Ue do Jbſolve 
thee from all thy (ins confeſſed with thy 
mouth, and fo2 which thou art contrite 
in heart, and of which thou wouldſt be 
conteſſed, if they Did occur to thy memo- 
ry; and dogrant unto the full fozgive- 
neſs of all thy (ins, and the Ketribution 
of the Juft, and we Do p2omiſe thee an 
encreaſe of Eternal Life. Ind we doallo 
grant to the as many Paivileges as 
are granted to thoſe that go to the Aid of 
the Yoly Land, And furthermoze we - 
umnpar 
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tmpart to thee the Suffrages and Ad- 
- vantages of theP2ayers and God 1w0zks 
of the whole Catholick Church. 


The buſineſs being thus pabliſhed with all the 
zeal and art of the Clergz, the Bifhop thereupon 
colle&ed an innumerable and incredible Sunme 
of Money, beſides abundance of Plate both Gold 
and Silver, Fewels, Rings, Diſhes, Spoons, Brace- 
lets, (they are all our Authors own words, who 
lived at that time) Necklaces, and other ornaments, 
eſpecially of Ladies and others of the Female Sex 1 
for *twas laid, one Lady gave an hundred pounds, 
and 1» others tome more ſome leſs, and many 
even beyond their ability as was believed, fo ford 
were they to obtain the imaginary benefit of Av- 
ſolution tor themlelves or their Friends ; (for by 
this they might not onely fave their own Souls, 
but tree whom they pleas'd that were dead from 
pains of Purgatory, 'or enture the Salvation of 
any Child or Relation living.) And fo all the 
fecret Treaſure of the Kingdom, that was in the 
cuſtody of theſe fooliſh weaker Veſſels was endan: 
ger'd, for otherwite they were not to be abſol- 
vel, -if they did not contribute to their power 
and ability. Many men went in perſon at their 
own charge, others that were old, or weak, or ti- 
morous, ſent Souldiers and bore their expences, 
For the Biſhop had got moſt admirable Indulgen. 
ces both for the quick and dead, and could ab- 
folve > 4 pena & £cnipa; as well from the Suilt 
or offence,as from all puniſhment due for fin. And 
*ewas {aid, that ſome of his Commiſhoners did af: 
lert, 
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fert That at their ,communds Angels would deſcend 
from Heavim, and ſnatch Souls from out of the pains 
of Purgatory, aud without delay carry them to rights 
8#nto heaven. | 

Whileſt the warl/ike Biſhop was making theſe 
Preparations comes 2'Parliament, where it was De 
bated, whether it where ſafe to hazard ſo conlider- 
able a ſtrength of the Kirgdom, in ſuchan imper- 
tinent Quarrel, and unfler the ConcuRt of a raſh 
#rexperier:ced Prieſt , Thoſe that were for it, be- 
lides the Iuteref! of Religion urg'd Reaſon of State 
That wow wat the t me” for, the King #0 recover his 
Right in France, and wenken the French Cing, when 
he lay under Pope Urban'sCuvſr, for ſiding with Pope 
Clement , during which he could expett no Succeſs 
en his Armes, Thus for ſome 1ime-very doubt. 
full ic was which way the Par/iament would in- 
cline; but at laſt upon- hearing that ' Antiphone 
ſung, — Ecce Crucem Domim,{ugite partes adverſe, 
—— Behold the Croſs of ont Lord, jly ye Adverſs 
ries, they where as with 4' Charm brought over 
to Decree in favour of the! Expeas: 594: , alligning 
the Fifteenth given in the laſt Parliament, -To be 
imployed herein, And now the Proje& went on 
more vigorouſly then-ever, infomuch faith #al- 
ſisgham; That in alt this ſpacious Kingdom there was 
ſcarce one perſon t1 be foind, that aid not either iff er 
his perſ1n, or beſtow part of his goods for promoting 
the ſame. About the middle ot Afay, 'theBilkop 
was rexdy to put to Sea with his Army Tying 
in Kent waiting fora Wind, the King (whether 
deligning quite to forbid the Voyage , or think- 
- ing the Bithop had got too much Money, and wil- 


ling to ſhare with him -or what other reaſon [ 
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know not ) ſent him a Writ. to come back and 
ſpeak with his Majeſty and know his pleaſure , but 
the proud Prelate miſtruſting the worle, was ſo in- 
rerit upon the Aﬀairof his Lord and Mafter the 
Pope, that he had no leiſure ro obey: 'his King and 
therefore, to avoid any ſtops, preſently. haſtned 
over to Calice, leaving his Army to follow him , 
which being arriv'd, he ſet up the Standard of 
the Croſs ., and beſiges Graveling , and rakes it 
and ſeveral other places, uſing great Cruelties, 
and deſtroyingall they could Maſter : For as the 
Epiſcopal Generall wasa perſon raſh and daring , 
and inflam'd with mad Zeal, ſo his Soulders con- 
fiding.- in - their Abſolytions , adventur'd upon the 
greaceſt dangers without: fear, eſteeming , ſays 
Walſizgham, it Glory to overcome, but Gainto 
dic in ds Cauſe, where they thought themſelves 
ſure togo directly to Heaven, and - to enjoy ſo 
much the greater Bliſs.the more they burcher'd of 
the Schiſmaticks : But qheſe firſt Fervours. were 
quickly cooF'd by hard Service, and having in vain 
laid - Siege to Tpres, they arc at laſt forc'd to quit 
it, being .all in Confuſion amongit themſelves , 
and in great want of Proviſions; whence they come 
back to Graveling, and; therein are belicg'd by 
the French King with a_ powerfull. Army ; In 
which Diſtreſs our Biſhop wrote to King Richard, 
That.if ever he intended to try his Fortune againſt 
the French King,now was the time, or atleaſt that 
he ſhould ſend ſome Forces to give him Battle, and 
force him to abandon the Siege : King Richard 
was then at Daintry in Northamptonſheire, and-on 
the receipt oſthis News being at Supper,inſtantly 
aroſe. from Table , and in mighty rage and fury 
| X took 
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rok "Horſe , riding Poſt with ſach ſpeed, that he * 
came to Sant Albans at Midnight, where having 
borrowed the Abbots Guelding (which Walſing- 
ham a Monk of that Abbey complains he never re- 
ſtor'd) he haſtned to Weftminſter , making ſhew 
as if he would never reſt till he had Routed the 
French King and all his Hoſt , but being ſome- 
what weary with Riding, at Weſtminſter , he went 
to Bed, and having !aken council of his Pillow, was 
nothing ſo fierce. next Morning, but reſolv'd to 
lay aſide the thoughts of going himſelf,and to ſend 
ſome body elſe : To which purpoſe, rhe Duke of 
Lancaſter whs nominated, but ſo tedious' in ma- 
king Preparations, that the Biſhop in the mean 
time was glad to leave Graveling, having firſt dif- 
mantled ani deſtroyedit, and fo return'd home 
to England, after a vaſt Treaſure diſſhpated , 
and many thouſand Lives loſt , and more Sonls 
cheated, with as little Glory , as he ſetforth with 
mighty Expettation, the Succeſs of his Armes be- 
ing ſuitable to the r3diculous occaſion of them. And 
what was -yec worſe for the haughty Prelate, ſoon 
after his coming bome ina Parliament, beld at Lon- 
don, about Alballontide , all his T emporalities 
were ſeized into the Kings hands, for bis Contempt . 
in diſubeying the Kings Wrir, when His Mazeſty 
ſent to him to come back juſt as he was putting to 
Sea on this piece of Eccleſiaſtical Knight-Erran- 
try, and he refuſed rocome as aforeſaid. 

Inthis Parliament alſo was granted to the King 
half a Fifteenth by the Lazty, and balf a Tenth by 
the Clergy. 

In the Year ' 1384, a Trxce was made with 


France, and the Duke of Lancaſtcr and his Bro- 
F 2 ther 


68 The Life and Reign 


ther Thomas of Woodſtock entred Scotland with a 
mighty Army , but the Srors wholly declining to 
fight, and many of the Exg/s being deſtroyed 
with Want and cold Weather, they return*d, ma- 
King very ſmall Advantages by that expenſive Ex- 
pedition, . t l 
Soon after which, an J-1þ Carmelite Fryer 


made a diſcovery in Writing to the King of a 


Delign the Duke of Larcaſter had to deſtroy His 
Majeſty and uſurp the Crown ; but the King ad- 
viſing abour the ſame only with certain young Fa- 
vourites, the Duke obrained notice of the Charge, 
and cleared, or ſeemed to clear himſelf fo mnch 
ro the Kings fatisfaion , that the poor Fryer was 
committed to Cuſtody , and "iis ſaid, on the Eve- 
ning before the Hearing ſhould have been, was 
moſt cruely zwurdered. Whoſe Information, if 
real, (hews what ap Opportunity the King ſlipt of 
preventing his afzer - miſfortune , and that ſome 
rimes it proves even more dangerous to aiſcover 
Treaſons, than tO af them , which yet ſhould diſ- 
courage no good Subjcet from the diſcharge of his 
Duty. Bur pollibly this whole Accuſation, or the 
Relation of ſuch a thing might be a Contrivance 
of the Duke's Enemies, ro render him ſuſpeed 
to the King and odious to the People z for it 'tis cer- 
rein they entred notmany Months after into a 


formal- Deſign againſt his Life; the occaſion where-. 


of | do not find mentioned by Authors , but only 
that the King by the Inſtigation of his young Ca- 
bal-Council had conceiv'd diſpleaſure againſt him 
and that they had conſpired- to take away the 
faid Duke's Life. In order whereunto certain 
Erimes were ſuggeſted, Appellors prepared, and 
| Twas 
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ewas agreed that he ſhould be ſuddenly Arreſted, 
and brought before the Lord Chief ?uftice Tryſs: 
lian, who had boldly untertaken to pronounce Seri« 
rence upon him according to the quality of the mat- 
ters tO be objefted (though by Law he could not be 
tryed but by his ( Peers) and ſo Execution ſhould 
immediately have followed. But the-Duke be- 
ing fore warn'd of theſe Centrivances, haſtned 
' to his Caſtle of Pomfrer, and there ſtood upon his 
Guard ; And the King's Mother conſidering the 
Dangers that would «<nſue ſuch a Rapture, took 
great pains by riding (notwithſtinding h:r Age 
and corpulency ) to -and fro between the King 
and him , to} pacific each fide, and at Jaſt broughs 
them to ſuch a Reconcs/ement , that all appearance 
of Diſplea/ure on the one part, and Dsſtr»ſt on the 
Other, was tor that time removed. 

About the Feaſt of 5. Martin was held a Parlia 
ment at London, wherein the Earl of Notbum 
berland was Condemn'd tor the loſs of the Caftle 
of Barwick, Surpriſed by the Scots, through the 
Treachery of one that he had put 1n there as his 
D-puty : But the King after Judgment was plea- 
ſed to Pardon him, who went torthwith down and 
rctook the ſaid Caſtle, 

In the Year 1385 the French made great Pri- 
parations for the Invading of Evglangd, and to fas 
Cilitate the Attempt by a Diverſion, ignd the Ads 
miral of France with a conliderable Force jnt9 
Scotland, the Common Back-door at which they 
w-re wont to [nfeſt us: Of which King Richard 
having notice, raiſes a mighty Army, and by 
Ipcedy Marches pierces into the Heart of Scotland, 
and reduc'd their chiet City. Edexburgh into Aſhes 
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as 4 Bonfire, to give the whole Kingdom notice 
of his Arrival, and Challenge them to Batcel : But 
they declined it,and Victuals growing very ſcarce, 
the King thought fit to return homewards, the 
rath er for that the Scots in the mean timehad en- 
tred Nothumberland, and beſieg'd Carlile; but 
hearing of the Kings approach , fled back into 
Scotland, 

| During this Expedition , the Lord Fohn Hol- 
land the Kings Brother by the Mother fide, near 
York, Killed the eldeſt Son of the Earl of Srafford, 
for which he fled, andthe King was ſo highly in- 
cenſed, that he cauſed all his goods to be Conbiſ- 
cated ; the King's other interceded for him, but 
could not be heard, and reſented the denial ſo 
heavily, that ſoon after ſhe azed. 

At a Parliament the latter end of this Year the. 
Zaiy granted the King one Fifteenth and an half 
upon condition that the Clergy would give a 
Tenth and an half, who took this Artical.:ting of 
the Commons in grievous dudgeon , proteſting , 
that the Zazry ſhould not Charge them ;, andthe 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury was ſ» hot, as to declare , 
he would rather venture his Head in this Cauſe, 
than thatthe Holy Church of England ſhould thus 
Truckle: whereupon the Commons and many of 
the Temporal Lords began to bid Battel to the 
Clergies Temporalities , ſaying, they were grown 
to that exceſs of Pride, that it would be a Work 
of P:ety and Charity, to clip their Wings, and re- 
duce them to an Humility ſuitable ro their Pro- 
Feſſion. The Clergy at this were not alittle Alarm'd, 
and to prevent the worſt, make a voluntary offer 
of a Tenthto the King , and ſo the Diſpute 'is 
cock'd to ſleep. | Alſo 
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Alfo during this Parliament, the King Confer- 
red ſeveral Honours, Creating his Uncle Thomas 
of Woodſtock, (who before was Earl of Bucking- 
ham) "Duke of Glouceſter , and his other Uncle 
Edmund of Langley (before the Earl of Cambridge ) 
Duke of York: With whom too he prefer'd his per- 
nicious Fayorites, as Robert de Yere Earl of Ox- 
ford, to be Marqueſs of | Dublin in Ireland, (the 
firſt man within the Realm that was Enobled with 
chat Title; and Sir Michael de 14 Pole (the Son 
of a Merchant in London) was made Earl of Suf- 
folk, and Lord Chancelor of England. Buttheſe 
laſt grew in Hatred faſter then they did in Ho- 
nour; the Ancient Nobility diſdainfully reſenting 
their' undeſeryed ( as they deemed ) Advance- 
ment. Nor were. tne People better fatiſfied, but 
grumbled heavily , for they durſt not ſpeak out 
4gainſt theſe Court Ear-wigs, as Seducers of the 
King”, and occaſion of all miſadminiſtrations of 
Aﬀairs. 

In this Parliament likewiſe , the Duke of Lan- 
caFer deſired Leave of the King Lords and Com. 
ons, 1 £0 into Spain to recover that Kingdom 
belonging to him in the Right of his Wife ; which 
was granted,and Forty thouſand Marks promiſed 
him for his aid therein; and accordingly on Ea#ter- 
Day he came to take his Leave of their Ma- 
ieſties: Fhe King commanding tbat he ſhould be 
ſtyled King of Spain, preſented him with a Crown 
of Gol4 , as the Q1en did anorher to her Siſter : 
A great number of the Tourhfull Nobility and Gen- 
try attended the Duke in this Yoyage , who ha- 
vins Matcht one of his Daughters to the King of 
Portugal, with joynt Forces Invaded Cſti/e, and 
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took many ſtrong Towns. but ar laſt ana Treaty 
it was agreed, that the. King of Spains Eldeſ# Son- 
ſhould marry Katherine another of the Dukes 
Daxghters, and the Duke Ieceive Two hund:red 
thowſand Nobles in hand, and the Sam of Tex thoys 
ſand Marks yearly. during the Ziv:s of, himand 
his Dxtcheſs ,*and in conlideration thereof all 


' Claims (hould ceaſe. Walſingham cells us the Duke 


had ſuch Favour from the Pope, as to be .Arm'd tor 
the Recovery of this Kingdem, witha Grant of Re- 
miſſion of Sins, to all that ſhould adventure with 
him, or aid him with money towards the Voyage : 
and had got as as large Jndulgences as the Biſhop of 


 Nermich lately hid as aforctuid , but he wel] ob- 


ſerves, That the frequescy of granting [uch Pardons 
ard Relaxations, bad now rendered them wile and con- 
zemptible to the People, ſo what there was ſcarce any 
body regarded them , or would give 7 wo pence t0 
this laſt Crs;/ad», though they were to extrava- 
gantly fond of the former , Whcnce is taught this 
Leſſon, That a Cheat though never Jo religions 35 not 
ro be-plaid over twice in one Age. 

* The, Year 1386 filled England with great Con- 
frernitions and frequent A:arms, by mcans of an 
Invaſion threatned by the French, who had pre- 
pared above 7 w:/ve innired Sail of Ships, anda 
mighty Army on that Qelign , which lay hovering 
on the Coaſts, daily waiting an opportunity to . 
paſs the Channel, and the better to ſecure their 
men at their firſt Landing in Eng/azd, they had 
framed a wonierfull Valof Wood, three Niles in 
length, of great thickneſs and tweniy Foot high, 
with which they would have incloſed their Camp , 
Bur ic happned , that the Lord Beanchump Cap- 
caln 
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fain -of Calice , took three of their Ships laden with 
part of the ſaid Incloſure , which King Richard” 
cauſed to be ſet up about Whinchelſes, for ſecuring 
that Town ; and alſo he took another Ship full of 
Guns, Gunpowder, and other» Inſtruments of 
War : With which Loſſes, and eſpecialy * by the 
adverſneſs of the Winds , which trom the begin- 
ning of Auguſ# to Alballontide, ſtood fall in their 
Tecth, ſo that their Ships could not come out , 
2nd their YVituals and proviſtens, by lying all that 
time, being ſpent, they were diſcouraged from 
proſecuting the Enterprize , and nothing was ef- 
tected. 

And now Kivg Richard every day more and 
more entring upon the Confines of his Deſtiny, as 
' 1f he had not done enough in _ his Afinion 

Marqueis of Dublin, Creates him Duke of Jre- 
land, and would ( ſays Walſingham ) had Fortune 
favor'd his Wiſes, have gone on to make him a 
King , lo ſtrangely was he bewiich'd to him, and 
ſo excelſivcly he doted on him, Non ſine nota (ut 
fertur ) fami'taritatis obſcene , which I forbear to 
_ engliſh out of Reſpe ro Royal Majeſty, as being 
willing to think it a faulſom Imagination of. that 
Monk that writes it , rather than charge an Eng- 
ls Prince with ſuch a deteſtable ſuſpicion : But this 
undeſerved Honour , together with the Exorbitan- 
cies of Aichasl ae Pole,iand other Publick Miſcar- 
riages had made no ſmall Impreſſions on the Minas 
ot many ot the Peers of the Land , as well as the 
Commons. ; | 

On Monday the morrow after the Feaſt of S 7e.. 
rom, the Kingheld a Parliament at Weit miniſter, 
which ended on the Feaſt of S. Andrew ; the Pro- 
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ceedings whereof Henry Knyghton (who lived at 
that very time) Relate: as follows : | 

< P.2680. ] The King (faith he) for the moſt 
< part ſtaid lingering at Eltham whileſt the Parlia- 
©*ment fate; the nobles therefore of the Realm, 
*and the Commons with joynt Afﬀent, ſent this 
* Meſſage to the King; That the Chancelor and 
© Treaſurer ought to be removed from their Offices , 
* becauſe they were not for the good of the King and 
* Kingdom, and becaufe alſo they had ſuch matters 
© ro treatof with Michael de Pole, as conld not be 
© treated of while't he remain'd iu the Office of Chan- 
©cellor. The King hereat incenſed, return'd his 
* Command, That they ſhould mention no wore thoſe 
© rhings, but that they ſhould proceed ro the Buſineſs 
© of Parliament, a#4 haſten toa concluſion, adding, 
t That he would not for them, or at their inſtance, re- 
© move the meaneſt Scullion boy inhis Kitchin out of 
© his place. For the Chancelor in the Name of the 
© King, had deſired of the Commons Four Fifteenths 
© tobe paid in one year, and as many Tenths from 
©the Clergy ; alledging that the King was fo 
*much in debt, that he could not otherwiſe be 
«freed from his Debts and other Burdens lying 
© upon him, as well apon the account of war, as 
© of his Houſhold and other Charges; But they 
© by joynt Aſeent of Lords and Commons, returned 
© this Anſwer to the King ; That they neither could, 
© nor by any means would procecd in any Buſineſs of 
© Parliament nor d;ſpatch ſomuch as the leaſt Article, 
© zill the King ſhould come and ſhew himſelf in his own 
© Perſon among#t them, and remove the ſaid Michael 
© de Pole from his office. Upon which the King 


©ſent back this Command to them , That rhey 
| * ſhould 
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© ſhould order Forty Knights of the moſt ſubſtamial 
* and wiſeſt of the Commons to Come unto him., and 
© declare the Votes of all the reſk. But then were 
* they more afraid, every man for his own ſafety : 
© For aſecret Rumor had privately come to their 
© Ears, That the death of theſe Forty was defign'd 
*by Treachery. For it was ſaid, as appeared fer 
* wards unto them, That as theſe ſhould be going 
©to ſpeak with the King, a multitude of Armed 
©Men ſhould ſer apon and murther them : Or thac 
© being invited to a Feaſt by the King, ſome Ar- 
* med Ruffians ſhould ruſh in upon them and kill 
* them, or that they ſhould be murther'd in an in- 
*\tant in their Lodgings in London, Bnt Nicolas 
© de Exon Mayor of that City refuſing, and by no 
© meanes conſenting to ſo great a wickedneſs the 
© Villany was deferr'd, and the curſed Contri- 
* vance by degrees brought to light. Making uſe 
© therefore of wholſom Advice, they by common 
©conſent of the whole Parl:ament, ſent the Lord 
F Thimas of Woodſtock, Duke of Gloceſter, and 
© Thomas de Arundel Bilhop of Ely, to the King ar 
© Eltham, That they ſhould on the behalf of the 
© Lords and Commons of his Parliament , Salute 
© him, and deliver their Votes or delires to him , 
© under ſuch a Form or Senſc of words. 


<SirKing ! The Prelates Lords, and whole Pco- 
* ple of the Commons in Parliament, with moſt humble 
© lubmiſſion recommend themſelves to the moſt Ex- 
* cellent [the word is wanting in 
£ our Author] of your Royal. Dignity, wiſhing you 
© 4 ſucceſsful Courſe of Honour , and invincible a- 
* gaſh the power of your Enemies, and the moſt firm 
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© Band of Peac: and hearty Love towards your 
© Subjetts , as well for the inc-eaſe of your own good 
* and advantage, in reſpett :f (Tod and the Salvation 
© of your Soul , as for the unipeakable comfort of all 
*.the People which you govery. On whoſe behalf we 
© ;ntimate theſe things anto you. 
© That we have it | Settled, Granted, or Con- 
*Hirmed |] by ancient Confiitution, by 4 Cuftony lau- 
© dable and approved, aud which none can gain- ſay or 
* contraaitt, That the King can Aſſemble the Lords, 
* Nobles and Commons of the Kingdom once a year 
© unto his Parkament, as the higheſt Court of the 
© Realm, in which all Equity ought to ſvine bright 
© without an) /crup e or ſpot , Clear as the Sun when 
© aſcending to the Meridian; whrire as well Po:y as 
© Rich may find a never failing Shelter for their Re- 
© freſament, by reſtoring Tranquility and Peace, and 
$ removing all Kind of imjaries, where publick Grie- 
© vances or Errors aretobereareſs d; whrre,with the 
© moſd prudent Councill, the ſtate and Goverment of 
© the Kingdom ts to be treated of : That the King and 
© 'Nations Foes within; and their Enemies abread,may 
© be diſcovered, and repulſed by ſuch means as moſt 
© conveniently and honourably it may be gone; and 
© a/ſo with wholſom deliberation therein ta fore ſee and 
© order how the neceſſary Burlenso f the King and 
© Kinodim ma) with moſt eaſe ( the publick Want 
© eonſraered) be ſupplied : Ard they conceive alſo.that 
© ſince they are to ſupport publick Charges incumbent, 
* they ſnould have the Superviſal tos how and by whom 
© their Goods and Fortunes are exyended. Treyjſa) 
© moreover , that this is their Priviledge by ancient 
© Conſtituſton, that if the King wi/fully eftrange him» 
* {ſelf fram his Parliament , no lfirmisy or neceſſa 1) 
C anſe 
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*Cauſe diſabling tim but obftinately by his u1govern- 
© able Will, ſhall withdrow himſelf, and be abſent 
© from them the time of Forty days , as not regarding 
* the vexationof hu People , nor their grievons © x- 
© pences, That then from that time it ſhall be or is 
* lawful for all and every of them, without any da- 
© mage from the King, to go home, and every one re« 
* turn into his own Country. An1 Now, Yom for 4 
© longer time have abſen red Your Self, and for what 
: C anſe they knaw mt, haverefus'd to come amonſf 

them, | 


To this, the King. 


, No” do We plainly diſcover,that our 
; People and the Commons intend to 
* reſiſt, and are endeavouring tc make In- 
*ſurrections againſt us, and in ſuch caſe 
* nothing ſeems better to us, than to call 
*11] our Kinſman the King of France, and 
* from him to ask Advice and Aid; nay 
*even to ſubmit Our Self to him, rather 
* than to Truckle to our own Subjects, 


To which they anſwered thus, 


: His Conneil is not ſaſe for Tow , but rather 
" Þ tends no inevitable deſtrultion , For the King 
© of France 3s your Capital Enemy, and the much 
. greateſt Adverſary to yow Kingdom, aud if be 

| © houla 
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© (hold once get footing on your Land, would ſooner 
© endeavour to diſpoil you of it, to invade your King- 
© dows, and to drive you from your Throne, that 
© inthe leſt to lend you his aſſiſting band, if at any 
© tzme (which God forbid ) you ſhould ſtand in neea 
© rbereof : Rather therefore recall to your Memory 
© how your Grandfather King Edward the Third 
« and inlike manner your Father, a Prince of the 
© ſame Name and Renown, with Sweat and Hazards 
* during their whole Lives, through innumerable La- 
« bors indefatigably contended for ahe conqueſt of the 
« Kingdomof France, which by hereditary Right ap- 
< pertained to them, and after them to you by Succeſ- 
© ſion. Remember, how many of the Nobles, what 
© :nnumerable Troops of the Commons of England, as 
© well as thoſe of France loſt their Lives, and under - 
* went the peril of Death inthat Quarrel : Remem- 
© ber the ineſtimable Treaſures the People of England 
© freely parted with for the maintanance of that War. 
© eAnd yet what is moreto be lamented, they have 
© in your time ſuſtained ſo many Taxes for the ſupport 
© of your Wars, as that now they are rednced to ſuch 
* zncredible. Poverty, that they canneither pay their 
© Rents for rheir Livings, nor aſſiſt their Ring, nor 
© afford themſelves even the Neceſſaries of Life. Thus 
© The Royal Power is impoveriſhed, and an unh ippy 
© condition brought upon all Great Men and Nobles 
© of the Kingdom,as well as the Commons weakned and 
© 1ndone; For a King cannot be poor that has a rich 
© People.nor that King be rich whofe Subjects are 
Poor. Nor do theſe Ills redound alone to the King but 
* ro all the Nobility and Great Men, every one in his 
* Rank and degree. And all this is brought topaſs by 
*the evil Miniſters of the King,who have il-Governed 
© both 
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both King aud Kingdom ro this day ; and wnleſs we 
' do quickly ſet aur helping tands ro the Wark and »-3iſe 
* the healing Prop, the Kingdom of Englund, will ix 
leſs time then we think of, be miſerably ſubverted, 
But there 1s yer one part more of our 
© Meſſage remaining on the behalf of your 
© People ro be imparted to yon, That we 
have an ancient Conſticution, andit was 
*not. many Apes ſince experimented , it 
*Orieves us that we muſt mention: it, That 
*if the King through any eviF Council 
* whatever, or throngh a weak Obſtinacy 
* or Conteinpt of his People; a perverle fro- 
* ward Wl or irregular Courſe, ſhall alie- 
*nate himſelf from his Peoplz; and refuſe to 
* Govern by the Laws and Statutes cf the 
©Realm, by the laudable Ordinances and 
* and faithful Advice,If heſhallrhrow him- 
© ſelf headlong into wild Defigns,and ſtub- 
* bornly exerciſe his own (ingular Arbitra- 
*ry Will, That from that time'it ſhall be 
* lawful .for his. People by their full*and 
* free Aſſent and Conſent, to Depoſe that 
*King from his. Throne, and to eſtabliſh 
*fome other of rhe Royal Stock upon the 
© fame in his ſtead. - Which grievous and 
* unhappy Diſſention, That it may never 
*ſpring up amongſt your People; That 
© your People by no ſuch lamentable Divi- 


* ftons (pleaſing only to your Enemies) may 


* everthrough your evil Counſellors be ſub- 
| Is vered, 
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*verted. That this Kingdom fo honoura- 
© ble, and above all the Nations in the 
* World, from your Fathers days hitherto, 
©moſt famiousin War, may not now in 
* your time (through the DiſtraQions of 
© 111 Goverment ) he miſerably laid waſte : 
© That the Title and Inſcription of theſe 
© Miſeries may never be placed as a {(canda- 
©lous Mark upon your Reign and this un- 
© happy Age. Recal we beleech you, your 
* Royal Mind from: ſuch fooliſh and perai- 
©cious Councils , and whatſoever they are 
* that ſuggeſt ſuch matters to you, do not 
© only not -hearken to them, but totaly re- 
© move.them from you: for in a time of 
© dangerit will be found, that they can no 
*-ways effeCtual ſerve you.e#c. +. 

By theſe-and ſuch kind of Speeches, the King 
Jaying aſide his Anger, was reduced toa better 
Temper, and being pacifed, promiſed, That after 
Three days he would come to the Parl:ament, and 
with Mature Advice willingly Acquieſce to their 
Petitions. The King then came as he had promi- 
ſed, and Fohn de Fortham Biſhop of Durham was 
removed from the Office of Treaſurer, and the Bi- 
ſhop of Hereford made Treaſurer : The Lord Mi- 
chael de 'Pole Earl of Suffolk was with mach diſgrace 
tarn'd out of the Office of Chancelor, and Thomas 
de Arundel Biſhop of Ely by Conſent of Parliament 


ut in his ſtead. 
And ſometime afterward the ſaid Michael de 


Pole was Impeached of ſeveral High Crimes and 
Miſdeme,;nors by the Commons,as follows. They 
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The Tmpeachment or Articles made by 
the Commons in full Parliament a- 
_* gainſs Michael de Pole Earl of 
Suffolk, late Chancellor of England, 
in the Term of S. Michael, in the 
Tenth Tear of the K ing ; and the 
Judgment por them following , 


from Point to Point. 


* T Hprimis, That the faid Earl being Chay- 


'© | cellor, and Sworn to Att for the juſt 


* Profit of the King, hath Purchaſed of Our 
*Lord the King, Lands, Tenements, and 
* Rents to a great Value, as appears by the 
* Record-Rolls of the Chancery : And a- 
« gainſt his Oath, not regarding the great 
« Neceſſity of the Xing and Realm, being 
* Chancellor at - the time of fuch Purchaſe 
* made, did cauſe the ſaid Lands and Tene- 
* ments to be Extended at a much ſmaller 
« value than really they were worth by the 
« year, and thereby deceiv'd the King. _ ' 
* And for that he purchaſed the ſaid Lands 

* when he was Chancellor , againſt his 

* Oath, the King ſhall :have the faid 

* Lands again intirely., .and the ſaid 

G Earl 


$2 The Life and Reign 
« Farl ſhall make Fine and Ranſom 29 
* the King, with all Profits received fince 
* the Purchaſe. t ws 


2. © Item, Whereas Nine Lords were Af- 
« figned by the laſt Parliament, to View 
*and Examine the Eſtate of the King and 
«Realm , and to deliver their Advice how 
* the fame might be Improved, Amended, 
« and put into better Order & Governance, 
* and thereupon ſuch Examination to be 
* delivered to the King as well by Word of 
« Mouth , as in Writing: The faid late 
* Chancellor did fay in full Parliament , 
* That the ſaidAdvice and Ordinance ſhould 
* be put 1n due Execution ; which yet was 
* not done, and that by the default of him 
* who was. the principal Officer. 
« To this Article and the Third, and the 
« Seventh, the ſaid Earl fhall anſwer, if 
* he have any thing to ſay againſt the 
« ſame 2n ſpecial. 


3. © tem, Whereas a Tax was grantcd 

* by the Commons in the laſt Parhament, 

« to be laid out in a certain Form demanded 

* by the Commons , and aſlented to by the 

* King and Lords, and not otherwiſe ; yet 

* the Moneys thence ariſing, were m_ 
. 
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«ded in another manner : ſo that the Sea 
* was not Guarded as it was ordered to 
* have been ; whence many Mifchiefs al- 
* ready have happen'd, and more are like to 
* enſue to the Realm ; and all this by the 
© default of the faid late Chancellor. 


4. * Item, Whereas the Tydeman of Lim- 
* bergh having to him and his Heirs of the 
«* Gift of the King's Grandfather Fifty ' 
* pounds per ammum, out of the Cuſtoms of 
* KingFtone upon Full, which the faid Zyde- 
* man forfeited to the King ; and alfo the 
* payment. of the ſaid Fifty pounds per an- 
* num was diſcontinued for Five and thirty 
« years and upwards: The faid Chancellor 
* knowing the Premiſſes, purchaſed to him 
* and his Heirs of the faid 7ydemar the faid 
« Fifty pounds per annum, and prevailed with 
« the King to confirm the faid Purchaſe, 
* whereas the King ought to have had the 
* whole Profit. | 
« For this Purchaſe the ſaid Earl was ad- 
* judged to Fine and Ranſom,and the ſaid 
* Fifty pounds to go to the King and his 
* Feirs, with the Mannor of Flaxtiete, 
* and Ten Marks of Rent which were ex- 
* chang d,&c. with the Tſues,SC. 


G 2 _- 5, *Whereas 
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5. * Whereas the- high Maſter of ,S. A#- 
© tony is 2 Schiſmatick, and for that Caulc 
« the King ought to have the Profits which 
« appertain to him in England; the ſaid late 
« Chancellor, who ought to advance and 
« procure the Profit of the King, topk tc 
« Farm the ſaid Profits of the King at 
« Twenty Marks per annum, and fo got tc 
« his own uſe above a Thouſand Marks 
« And afterwards when the ſaid Maſter in 
* England which now is, ought to have had 
« the Poſlefſion and Livery of the faid Pro. 
« fits, he could not obtain the ſame, till he 
and two perſons with him became bounc 
« by Recognizance in Chancery, of Threc 
« thouſand pounds, to pay yearly to the 
* ſaid Chancellor, and his Son Fohn One 
* hundred pounds for the term of their tw 
£ Loves... =; 
* For which it is adjudged, That the King 
« ſhall: have all the Profits belonging t! 
* the ſaid $S. Anthony's at the time 0 
* the Purchaſe ; and that for the Reco 
% * nizance ſo made, the ſaid Earl ſhall 
* Awarded to Priſon , and Figed ani 
* Ranſom'd at the pleaſure of the King. 


6. * Item, That in the time of the lat! 

* Chancellor there were granted and mad; 
* divers Charters and Patents of Pardo 
c {{ 7 
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« ſor Murders, Treaſons , Felonies, &c. a- 
« gainſt the Laws: and before the Com- 
© mencement of this preſent Parliament , 
« there was made and ſealed a Charter of 
« certain Franchiſes granted to the Caſtle of 
* Dover, in Diſinherifon of the Crown, and 
« to the ſubverſion of the Pleas and Courts 
« of the King, and of his Laws. 

« The King Awards that thoſe Charters be 

* Repealed. 


7. *Whereas by an Ordinance made in 
« the laſt Parliament, that Ten thouſand 


d} © Marks ſhould beraiſed for the Relief of the 
& «City of Gaunt; by the default of the” faid 


« late Chancellor , the faid City of Gaunt 


' © was loſt, and alſo a Thoufand Marks of - 


* the faid Money. 
* pon all which Articles the Commons de- 


* mand the Fudgment of Parliament. 


| l x T Aifingham tells us, That all theſe Articles 


were ſo fully proved, that de Pole could 


# notdcny them; infomuch that when he ſtood upon ' 


his Anſwer , and had nothing to ſay for himſelf, 
the King Bluſhing for him, ſhook his Head, and 
ſaid, Alas ! alas, Michael, ſte what thou haſt done ! 


| And when the King deſired a Supply, the Com- 


mons anſwered, That he did not need the Tallage of 
bis Subjeas, who might ſo eaſily furniſh himſelf of 
Jo great a ſum of Money, from him who was hu jult 

G 3 Debtor. 
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Debtor, But at laſt, upon his Majefties yiclding to 


| have him turn'd out of the Chancellorſhip, and ad- 


mitting, the Articles , ( which he was very unwil- 
ling to ſuffer ) they freely gave hum half a Tenth, 
and half a Fifteenth, only providing, that it might 
be neceſſarily Expended : To which purpoſe it 
was to be depoſited in the hands of the Earl of 4- 
rundel,- who was then going, to Sea with a Fleet, 
to {ecure the Coaſts, : 
They likewiſe gave the King on every Pipe of 
Wine Imported or Exported, Three ſhillings 3 and 


- on every Twenty ſhillings worth of all ſorts of 


Merchandize Foreign or Domettick, brought in or 
carricd out, one ſhilling 3 Wool, Hides, and Pelts, 
onely excepted. And alſo at the King's Inſtance 
granted, that the Heirs of Charles de Floys ſhould 
for Thirty thouſand Marks be permitted to {cll Bre- 
taigne in France to the French, and that Robert de 
Vere the new Duke of Ireland, the Kings moſt dan- 
gerous Favourite, ſhould have the ſaid Thirty thow- 
ſand Maris, (a prodigious ſum of Money in thoſe 
days) wholly to his own uſe; provided he would 
be gone before next Eſter into Ireland, and there 
make uſe of it to recover the Dominions that the 
King hath given him in that Kingdom : fo paſ- 
fionatcly did both Lords and Commons delire his 
Abſc;ice, that they would rather want ſo much 
Treaſure, than have him here to Seduce and In- 
fatuate the King, As for Michael Pole, he was 


committed to Iindſor-caltle, 


Furthermore, the Parliament obſerving that 
by the Covetouſneſs of the King's Minifters, the 
publick Revenue was tainly conſzemed , the King 
infufferably difrauded and abnſed, the _— 

RE | Peoxle 
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People of the Realm by continual and grievous 
Burdens miſerably impoveriſhed , the Rents and 
Profits of the Nobles and Great Men much im- 
paired , and their poor Tenants in many places 
forc'd to abandon their Hwbandry, and leave their 
Farms empty and deſolate: And yet till by all 
theſe things the Kings Officers only becoming un- 
meaſurably -Rich > They therefore choſe Four- 
teen Lords of the Realm, and gave them leave 
and power to Inquire into, Treat of; and Detex- 
mine all Aﬀairs, Cauſes, and Complaints arifing, 
from the Death of King Edward the Third , to 
that preſent time : As alſo of the King's Expences 
and his Miniſters, and all other matters whatſo- 
ever happening within the time to them Aſbgned 3 
and cauſed the ſaid Lords ſo choſen to be ſworn 
on the Holy Evangeliſts, well and truly to regulate 
all Burdens and other Afﬀairs incumbent on the 
King and Kingdom, and to do Fuſtice to every 
one requiring the ſame , according to the Grace 
and Underſtanding given them by God. And 
alſo the King took an Oath to ſtand to their Ordi- 
nation , and to encourage them in their 4imgs, 
and not to revoke any Article of their Power , but to 
confirm and hold good and ſtable whatſoever the 
{aid Counſellors ſhould do or order during ſuch 
time 3 of whom Six, with the Three Officers of 
the King appointed by conſent of Parliament, viz. 
The Chancellor, the Treaſirrer, 'and the Lord 
Privy Seal, ſhould at any time make a Quorum. 
And it was alſo Ordaired by A of Parliament, 
That if any one ſhould Adviſe the King to make 
any Revocation of their Power , though tiz: King 
ſhould not Revoke it , yet the Perſon probably 

G-4 __ Convicted 
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Convidted only of ſuch ill Counſel, ſhould for the 
ſame forfeit all his Lands and Goods ; and if he 
attempt it a ſecond time, be drawn and hang'd 
as a Traytor, | 

Whereupon the King iſſued forth his Commi/- 
' fron under the Great Seal of England, Confirming 
the ſaid Lords in ſuch power, in the words follow- 
ing > Tranſlated from the Original French. 


Ichard, Xing, &c. To all thoſe to whom 
theſe Letters ſhall come to be ſeen or 
heard, Greeting, We being duly Conſcious of 
the grievous Complaints of the Lords and Com- 
mons of our Realm in this preſent Parliament 
Aſſembled , That our Profits and Rents, and 
the Revenues of our Realm, by private and in: 
ſufficient Council , and the 1ll-governance as. 
well of certain our late Great Officers, as of 
divers other perſons being near Our Perfon, 
are ſo much conſumed, waſted, embeziled, gi- 
ven away, granted, and aliened, deſtroyed, 
and evilly diſpoſed of and expended ; That 
We are ſo much impoveriſhed and ſtript of 
Treaſure and Means, and the Subſtance of Our 
Crown ſo diminiſhed and deſtroyed, that We 
are neither able to Suſtain Fonourably as We 
ought the State of Our Houſhold, nor main- 
tain and manage thoſe Wars wherewith Our 
Realm is Environd , without great and out- 
ragious Opprefſions and Charges on Our People 
greater than they can bear : And alſo that the 


” good 
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good Laws,” Statutes , and Cuſtoms of Our 


ſaid Realm, to which we are bound by Oath, © 


and obliged to maintain, are not, nor have 
been duly obſerved nor executed, nor full Ju- 
ſtice or Right done to Our ſaid People; but 
many Dilinheriſons aud other moFft great 
Miſchiefs and and Damages have happened, as 
well to UVs,as to our People and whole Realm. 


Now We, for the FJonour of God,and for the 
good of Us and our Realm, and for the quiet 
and relief of Our People, willing againſt the 
ſaid Miſchiefs to eſtabliſh a pus >. meet Re- 
medy, as We have already of Our free Will, 
at. the Requeſt of the Lords and Commons Or- 
dained and Aſſigned ſuch Perſons for Our great 
Officers , that is tofay, Our Chancellor, Trea- 
ſarer, and Feeper of Our Privy Seal, as Ve 
efteem good, faithful , and ſufficient for the 
Honour and Profit of Us and Our ſaid Realm ; 
ſo alſo of Our real Authority, certain know- 
ledge, good pleaſure, and free will, and 6 
the Advice and Aſſent of the Prelates, Lon 
and Commons iy, full Parliament, in Aid 
of the goo Governance of Our Realm, and the 
well and due execution of Our Laws, & for the 
Relief in time of that miſerable Condition un- 
der which both We and Our Subjefts have loug 
Labour d;having full confidence in the good Ad- 
vice,Senſe,and Diſcretion of the mo _—_ 
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able Fathers in God, William Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, Alexander Archbiſhop of York ; 
Onur mot dear Uncles, Edmund Duke of 
York, and Thomas Duke of Glouceſter ; 
the Honourable ng in God, William Bz- 
op of Wincheſter, Thomas Biſhop of Exc- 
fiop wy Nicholas Abbot of = bh 
Our beloved and faithful Richard Earl of 
Arundel, John Lord Cobham , Richard 
le Scroop, and John Devereux, Dave Or- 
dained, Aſſigned , and Deputed, and do Or- 
dain, Aſiigne, and Depute them to be of Our 
Great and Continual Council , for One 
whole Tear next after the Date hereof, to Sur- 
vey and Examine, together with our ſaid Great 
Officers , as well the Eſtate, Condition, and 
Government of Our whale Realm, and of all 
Our Officers and Miniſters of whatever F- 
ftate , Degree , or Coudition they be, within 
Our Flouſhold or without ; and to Inquire and 
take Information by all ſuch ways as they ſhall 
think meet, of all Rents, Revenues, and Pro- 
fits belonging to us , or which are duc and 
ought to appertain to us w either within the 
Realm or without : And of all Gifts, Grants, 
Alienations , and Confirmations by Us made, 
of any Lands, Tenements, Reats, Annuities, 
Profits, Revenues, Wards , Marriages , Eſ-* 
cheats, Forfeitures , Franchiſes, Liberties, 
Voidances of Archbiſhopricks , Biſhopricks, 
Abbeys 
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Abbeys, Priories, Farms of Houſes, Poſſeſ- 
ſions of Aliens, &c. And alſo of all Reve- 
nues and Profits, as well of Our ſaid Realm, 


as of Our Lands, Lordfhips, Cities, Villa- 


zes, and other Poſſeſſions beyond the Sea ; 
and of the Benefices and P offs, and other 
Revenues of all that are in Rebellion agains? 
the Pope : And of the carrying Moneys out f 
the Realm by the Colleftors of the Pope, or the 
Procurators of Cardinals, Lumbards, or other 
perſons ; And likewiſe Fl the Profits of Our 
Cuſtoms , and all Subſidies granted to Vs by 
the Clergy and Laity , fince the day of Our 
Coronation, to that time: And of all Fees, 
Wages, and Rewards of Our Officers and Mi- 
wiſters igreat and ſmall, and of Annuities 
and other Rewards granted , and Gifts made 
0 any perſons in Fee or for term of Life, or in 
any other manner : And of Lands, Tenements, 
Rents, Revenues, and Forfeitures, bargained 
or ſold to the prejudice and damage of Our 
Crown : And alſo touching the Jewels and 
Goods which were Our Grandfathers at the 
time of his Death, and of Charters and Ge- 
neral Pardons ; and how General Payments 
have been levied and expended ; how Gar- 
riſons and Forts have been maintained : And 
of all Defaults and Miſpriſtons as well in 
Our Houſhold, as in our Courts, and all other 
Places of Onr Realm : And by what perſons Our 


Revenues 
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Revenues and the ſubſtance of Our Crown have. 
been withdrawn or diminiſhed , or the Com- 
mon Law interrupted or delayed , or any. 
other Damage that hath happened to Ts. 
Gtving,- and by theſe Preſents Granting, of 
Our Authority , and by the Advice 7 Aſ- 
ſent of Our ſaid Subjetts, unto Our ſaid Conn- 
ſellors, or any Six of them, and to Our Great 
Officers aforcſaid , full Power and Authority, 
General and Special, to enter Our Palace and 
Houſhold, and to call before them all Our Of- 
ficers, and to command all Rolls, Records, and 
other Minuments and Evidences; and. all 
Defaults, Waſtes, and Exceſſes found in Our 
faid Houſhold,and in other Courts and Places ; 
and all Deceits, Extortions, Oppreſſions, Da- 
mages, and Grievances whatſoever, that are 
to the prejudice, damage, and diſtreſs of Vs 
and Our Crown , and the Eſtate of Our ſaid 
Realm in general , ( though not herein parti- 
cularly expreſſed or ſpecified) To Amend, Cor- 
ret, Repair, Redreſs, Reform, and put into 
good and due Order and Eltabliſhment : And 
alſo to hear and receive the Complaints of all 
Our Liege People, as well for Vs and them- 
ſelves, againſt our ſaid Officers and Counſel. 
lors :- And all Oppreſſions, Wrongs, and In- 
juries , which cannot ſo well be amended and 
determined in the Courts of the Common 
Law : ud to diſcuſs and finally determine 
| all 
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all the Matters aforeſaid, and full Execution 
thereof to Award, as to them ſhall ſeehh mo5? 
meet, for the Honour and Profits of )s & Our 
Eſtate, and the Redintegration of the Rights 
and Profits of Our Crown, and the better Go- 
Vernance F the Peace and Laws of Our King- 
dom , and the-Relief of Our ſaid People.. In 
which Proceedings , if difference of Opinion 
happen amongfFt Our ſaid Counſellors, the ſame 
ſhall be concluded by Majority of Votes.” \And 
We Command and Charge all Prelates, Dukes, 
Earls, Barons, Sheriffs, the Treaſurer, and 
Controller, gud all other Officers of Our tHouſ- 
hold, Fuſtices de Banco, and- other Officers, 


Miniſters, .and Liege Subjefts whatſoever , 


That to Our ſaid Counſellors and Officers in 
manner aforeſaid, they be Obedient, Aiding. 
and Aſſi/tiig. Ji TUitnels whereof, &c. 
Given under Our Great Scal the 19th day 
of November. , TRI Ys 


UT notwithſtanding all theſe Prozifions, no 
| ſooner was the Parliament 'Diſſolv'd, but the 
King look'd: upon all they had:done to be Diſſo!- 
"wed likewiſe 3- or at leatt De faGfo he clicem'd 5; 
nothing all their Complaints againſt de Pole, the 
Duke of Ireland, the Archbilhop of York, and 
the reſt ; for he ſoon received them into greater 
Favour and Confidence ( if it might be) than ever 
before : Who being tull of Revenge themſUves, 
were not. wanting to blow their Poyſon into his 

Royal 
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Royal Breaſt 3 for thus their fatal Whiſpers and 
Suggeffions are expreſt by Truſſel, in his Continua- 
tion of Daniel's Hiſtory of England, Fol. g. 
Theſe Trinmvirs ( ſaith h2 ) incenſed the King a- 
gainſt the Nobles that were beſt deſerving, partly up- 
on Diſzraces deſertfully done unto them \, partly upon 
malicious Enwlation to ſee others ſo generally Belov'd, 
(except of the King) and themſelves ſo Contemptible, 
And that their private Spleen might carry ſome ſhew 
of Publick, Reſpe& , they ſuggeſted to the King , he 
was but balf, yea, not half a King * For (faid they ) 
If we reſpet matters of State, you bear the Sword, 
but they ſway it > you have the Shew, but they 
have the Authority of a Prince 3 zſing your Name as 
a colourable Pretext to their Proceedings , and your 
Per/on as a Cypher to make their Number the prea« 
ter by the Addition thereof, without which they conld 
be nothing 7, neither are you any thing more by being 
fo placed. Look to the Duty of your Subjets , 
and you ſhall finde it is at theiy Devotion For you 
cannot Command nor Danand » but with ſuch Li- 
mitations aud Exceptions as they pleaſe to propoſe, 
| And for your private Actions 4 your Bounty ( the 
moſt to be Celebrated Vertue in a Prince ) + re- 
ſtrained , your Expences meaſured, and your Aﬀe- 
ons confined, to Frown or Favour , as they ſhall 
pleaſe to preſcribe you. What Ward is ſo much un- 
der Government of his Guardian ? IWWherein will, or 
can they more abridge you, except they ſhould take 
from you the Place, as they have done the Power of a 
Prince ? &Ce 


Thus theſe Scycophants whiſper'd their venomous 


Suggeſtions to exaſperate the King againſt his beſt 
| Subjects, 
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Subjes, whole Youth and Weakneſs rendred him 
too much diſpoſed for ſuch Impretfions, and fra- 


med his conſcious Mind to a full but needleſs fear. 
He was much incenſed at the Removal of his Chan- 


cellor and Treaſurer out of their Offices , and that 


the Duke of Trelend (rather than part with whom 
he would hazard All ) muſt go out of the Realm ; 
ſuppoſing it a Reſtraint to his Regal Authority,not 
to have Abſolute Power /in all things, to give and 
forgive at his pleaſure. 

Now when theſe private Incendiaries perceived 
the King's Humour - once ſharpned , they ſo ply'd 
him with plauſible perſwaſions , that ( though 
naturally he yas not of any cruel Diſpoſition |) yet 
they drew him-into many violent and indire@ cour- 
ſes, partly through negligence to ſearch out the 
Truth, partly through Jelipht to be flattered, 
and a vain reſolute humour to. ſypport thoſe be- 
yond Reaſon , whom he had Advanced without 
Merit. 

In the beginning of March, 1387. the Earls of 
Arundel and Nottingham ( purſuant to the Order 
of the late Parliament } put to Sea with a Fleet, 
which they manag'd with ſuch Courage and Con- 
duct, that before Midſummer-day ( beſides other 
famous Exploits) they had taken about One hun- 
dred and ſixty French Ships richly ladcn 7 wh the 
Court-Ear-wigs, the Duke of Ireland, and"the ret, 
enviouſly miſrepreſented all their Services unto the 
King, whiſpering, That they had onely undone a 
tew Merchants , which it would have becn more 
for our Honour and Intereſt to have let alone 3 fo 
that at their Return, inſtcad of Refpect and Thanks, 
the King (whoſe cqual whappineſi it was to grace 
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rundeferiing men, and diſgrace the deſerving ) lookt 
upon them but zz and the Duke' of Ireland wonld 
not look upon them at all : Whereupon the Earls 
in diſcontent retir'd from Court to their own 
Country-houſes. 

And fill more to exaſperate both Nobles and 
People , the ſaid Duke of Ireland would now 
needs be divorced from his Wite Philippa (Grand- 
daughter to King Edward the Third , by his 
Daughter Iſabel and the Arch-Duke of Auſtria) 
a Lady of ſufficient Beauty , and irreproachable 
Vertuez and in her ſtead preferred to his Bed one 
Lancerona., a nacan Bohemian that waited on the 
Queen, Daughter (ſome ſay) of a Kintner, or (as 
others will haye it) of a Joyner. The King took no 
notice of this Aﬀront offered to his Coxfin-german, 
but the Duke of Glouceſter her Uncte- reſented it 
highly, and waitcd for an opportunity to Revenge 
It 3 which the other well perceived, and was re- 
{olved to ſtrike firſt. Eaſter was now come and 
paſt, the time limitted by Parliament for the Duke 
of Treland's being gone 3, but he ( though ſo large- 
ly hired to it as aforeſaid ) cared not for that 
Voyage; Onely to wheadle the People, the King 
went down with him into 1/2les, on pretence of 
{ceing him take Shipping , but in truth, that be- 
ing thize remote, they might more ſecurely con- 
ſult how to circumvent and deſtroy the Duke of 
Glouceſter, the Earls of Arundel, Warwick,, Derby, 
Nottingham , and other faithful. Subjze&s of the 
Kingdom : For there were with the King, Michael 
de 1a Pole, Treſylian the Chicf Jultice, and many 
others that were conſcious of their own Deſerts 


and feared to be brought to Jultice, as well as _ 
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faid Duke of Ireland, and therefore readily con” 
ſpired with him againft the Lords. Having thus 
laid their Plot , .and agreed the manner of puc- 
ting it in execution, back comes the King to Not- 
tingham, and as if Ireland's Voyage had been quite 
forgot , brings him and the reſt of the Cabal with 
him. Thither they ſummon divers Citizens of 
London, the Sheriffs of the ſeveral Counties, and 
all the Fuedges of England. The Londoners, becauſe 
ſeveral of them having lately confeſſed themſelves 
guilty -of Treaſon, had been pardoned by the 
King, were call'd 3 that in return of that Favour, 
they might accuſe the Loxds of ſuch Crimes as the 
King with his Counſellors in Wales had contrived 
againſt them, The Sheriffs were adviſed with, 
what Forces they could raiſe for the Kings Ser- 
vice againſt the Barons 3 and alſo commanded,that 
they ſhould not permit any to be returned as 
Knights of the Shire , or Burgeſſes for the next Par- 
liament, but ſuch as the King and his Council ſhould 
dire, or nominate ; To which the Sheriffs re- 
ply'd, That the Commons generally favoured the 
ſaid Lords, ſo that it was not in their power to 
raiſe an Army in this Caſe; and as for Parlia- 
ment-men , the People would hold their ancient Cu 
foms, which require that they be freely choſen b 
the Commons ; Nor could the Tame be hindered, 
Theſe Anſwers were not very agreeable to the 
Court-delignes. But the Judges were more com- 
pliant 3 for not onely Treſylian the Chief Fuſtice 
had about the ſame time indided two thouſand per- 
ſons at Coventry , and he and Fohn Blake an Ap- 
prentice of the Law, peruſed and approved under 


their Seals, the Indidment againſt the Lords 3 but 
H allg 
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alfo the better to colour Proceedings with a Form 
of Law , ſeveral Qweftions were propounded to 
them touching the late At of Parliament, giving, 
the fourteen Lords power to inſpect and. puniſh 
miſcarriages* of the 'Kings Miniſters 
* SirW.Ch. | as aforeſaid : To the end (as a* mo- 
Þ-247-  » dem Author obſerves) That what the 
Duke of Ireland and the reft thought 
fit,might paſs for Law out of the Fudges months 3 the 
Dreſtions being ſo fram' d and propos*d, as it was ea- 
fier to underſtand what the King would have to be 
Law.than what in truth was ſo. For it ſeems they 
procceded againſt their Conſciences, in that ſe- 
veral of them, and particularly Belknepp Chicf Ju- 
ſtice of the Common Pleas , did ( as Knyphton, 
Col. 2694. aſſures us ) very earneſtly refuſe to 
ſignethe Reſolzitions, till Ireland and de Pole forced 
him toit, by threatning him to k/ll him if he refu- 
fed : Whercupon having put to his Seal, he burſt 
forth into theſe words before them, —— Now want 
T nothing but a Ship, or a nimble Horſe, or an Halter 
to bring me to that death T deſerve : If T bad not done 
this, T ſhould have been kilPd by your hands, and now 
T have gratified the Kings Maofire and yours in doing 
tt, I have well deſerv'd to die for Treaſon againſt the 
Nobles of the Land.----Which laſt words were like 
to have prov'd fatally Prophetick z tor not long at- 
ter in the next Parliament he was indeed condem- 
ned to die , though not exccutcd for -the ſame. 
Some Authors ſay, That all the Fudges of England, 
(except William Skipwith abſent by reaſon of fick- 
neſs) joyn'd in anſwering theſe Queſtions 3 which 
ſeems probable, becauſe they were afterwards all 
queſtion'd and puniſh'd for the ſame ; yet in the 
Record 
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Record there are but five named ;. poſſibly the 0- 
thers might conſent, though only theſe ſet their 
Scals to it. | 


The Queſtions ſo propoſed to the 
Judges,and their Anſwers, were 
as follow : 


E it remembred, That on the 25th day of Au- 
guſt, #n the 11th year of the Reign of Kang 
Richard the Second , at the Caſtle of Nottingham, 
before our ſaid Lord the King, Robert Trelylian 
Chief Juſtice of England, and Robert Belknappe 
Chief” Fuſtice of the” Common Bench of our ſaid 
Lord the King , John Holt, Roger Fulthorp, and 
William de Burgh, Knights, Fuſtices, and Aſſociates 
of the ſaid Rob, Belknappe,and John de Lokton the 
Kings Serjeant at Law, in the preſence of the Lords 
and other Witneſſes under written, were perſonally 
required by our ſaid Lord the King, on the Faith and 
Allegiance wherein to him the ſaid King they are 
bound, to anſwer faithfully unto certain Queltions 
here-under ſpecified , and to them then and there truly 
recited a, and upon the ſame to declare the Law ac- 
cording'to their diſcretion 3 Vt. 


1, Imprimis, It was denranded of them, Whether 


that new Statute and Ordination, and Commitſion, 


made and publiſhed in the laſt Parliament beld at 
Wetiminſtcr, be not derogatory to the Royalty and 


: Prerogative of our ſaid Lord the King ? 


To which they unanimouſly anſFered , That the 
H 2 
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ſame axe derogatory thereunto » eſpecially be- 
cauſe they were againſt his will. 


2, Quzry of them , How thoſe are to be puniſhed 
who procured that Statute and Commiſſion ? 
| . To which they unanimouſly anſwered, That they 
were to be puniſhed with Death , except the 
King would pardon them, 


3. Quzry of them, How thoſe are to be puniſhed 
who moved the King to conſent to the making of the 
ſaid Statute ? 

Whereunto they anſwered with one accord, That 

they ought to loſe their Lives, unleſs his Majeſty 
. wonld pardon them. 


4. It was askt them, What puniſhment they deſer- 
ved who compell'd, ſtreightned, or neceſſitated the 
King to conſent to the making of the ſaid Statute and | 
Commiſſion ? | | 

To which they all anſwered, That they ought to | 

ſuffer as Traytors. | 

5. Quzry of them, Hoy thoſe are to be puniſhed | 
who hindered the King from exerciſing thoſe things | 
which appertain to his Royalty and Prerogative ? | 

To which Dmeſtion they unanimouſly anſ weed, That | 

they are to be puniſhed as Traytors, | 


$6 ets <a ers vo ts 


6, Quzry of them, Whether after in a Parlia- 

ment aſſembled, the Aﬀairs of the Kingdom , and 

| the cauſe of calling that Parliament, are by the Kings 

I > Command declarcd , and certain Articles limzted by 
' the King , upon which the Lords and Commons in 


that Parliament ought to proceed 3 if yet the ſaid® 
Lords 
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Lords and Commons will proceed altogether upon o- 
ther Articles,and Afairs,and not at all upon thoſe li- 
mited and propoſed to them by the King,until the King 
ſhall have firſt anſwered them upon the Articles and 
Matters ſo by them ſtarted and expreſi'd , although 
the Kings Command be to the contrary; whether in 
ſuch caſe the King ought not to have the Governance 
of the Parliament , and effefiually over-rule them, 
fo as that they onght to proceed fixſt on the Matters 
propoſed by the King : or, whether on the contrary,the 
Lords and Commons ought firſt to have the Kings An- 
ſwver upon their Propoſals before they proceeded fur- 
ther e 
To which Sueſtion they anſwered unanimouſly , 
that the King in that behalf has the Gover- 
nance,and may appoint what ſhall be firſt hand- 
led, and ſo gradually what next in all Matters 
to be treated of in Parliament , . even to the end 
of the Parhament : And if any att contrary 
to the Kings pleaſure made? known therein, they 
are to be puniſht as Traytors, 


7. Query of them. whether the King when ever be 
pleaſes can Diſſolve the Parliament , and command 
the Lords and Commons to depart from thence ,, or 
note 

To which they unanimouſly anſwered, That he can) 

and if any one ſhall then proceed in Parliament 
againſt the Kings will, he is to be puniſht as a 
Traytor. 


8, Quezry of them, Since the King can when ever 
he pleaſes remove any of his Judges and Officers,and 


juſtifie or puniſh them for their Offences ; Whether - 
H 3 the 
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the Lords and Commons can without the will of the 
King Impeach in Parliament any of the ſaid Judges 
or Officers for any of their Offences. 
To which they unanimouſly anſwered , That they 
cannot 3 and if any one ſhould do ſo, be is to 
be puniſht as a Traytor, 


9. Query of them, How he is to be puniſht who 
moved in Parliament, that the Statute ſhauld be ſcnt 
for, whereby Edward the Second (the Kings great 
Grandfather) . was proceeded againſt and depoſed in 
Parliament 3 by means of ſending for and impoſing 
which Statute, the ſaid late Statute , Ordination, 
and Commiſion, were deviſcd and brought forth in 
Parliament, 

To which they anſwered , That as well he that 5 
moved, 4s be who by pretence of that Motion 
carried the ſaid Statute to the Parliament, are 
'Traytors and Criminals to be puniſhed with 
Death. 


10. It was demanded of them, Whether the Judg- 
ment gzven zn the laſt Parliament held at Wetimin- 
ſier, againſt Michacl de Pole Earl of Suffolk, was 
Erroneous and Revocable. or not. 

To which Queſtion they unanimouſly anſwered , 
That if that Judgment were now to be given , 
they,vould not give it > becauſe it ſeems to them, 
that the ſzi4 Judgment z5 Revocable,us beirg 
Erroneous in evcry part of it. | 


In Teſtimony of all which , the Judges and Ser- | 


jeant aforeſaid, to theſe Preſents have put thar Scals, 
in the preſence of the Reverend Lords , Alczander 
| | | Arch- 
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Archbiſhop of York, Robert Archbiſhop of Dublin , 
John Biſhop of Durham, Thomas Biſhop of Chiche- 
{ter, and John Biſhop of Bangor , Robert Duke of 
Ireland, Michael Earl of Suffolk, John. Rypon 
Clerk, and John Blake Eſquire: Qtven the 
Place » Day, MYonth, and Year afoze- 


But though they had thus reſolv'd the Law to 
their Minds, there was a greater Difficulty how 
to arm themſelves with Power enough for Execu- 
tion. In order to which , they privately ſent a- 
broad to Levy Men, but found them come in very 

ſlowly, becauſe the Lords were generally beloved , 
and theſe Favourites of the King equally hated. 
Nor could they manage their Deſigns with ſuch ſe- 
crecy , but the Lords had notice 3 whereupon, to 
take off all ill Impreſſions made againſt them in the 
Kings Mind , his Uncle the Duke of Glouceſter 
(chief of the Lords againſt whom the Courtiers 
had combin'd) voluntarily befoxe the Biſhop of 
Londn, and many Nobles of the Realm,did make 
Oath , That he had never imagined any thing to the 
prejudice of the King, but had ſtudied and performed 
to his power, what tended to the Kings Honour and 
Advantage, and what alſo was well pleaſing to him , 
except only that be could not kjndly regard the Duke 
of Ireland, whom the King immoderately lov'd, and 
who had diſhonoured one that was not only a near Re- 
lation of him the ſaid Duke of Glouceſter , but alſo 
of the King's, which it was fit ſhould be reveng'd, 
GCC. 

With the Contents of which Oath, the Biſhop 
acquainted the King , who fſecm'd inclinable to 

_ 7 credit 


104 -- TheLife and Reign © - 
credit the ſame 3 till Michael de Pole began to 
exaſperate him againſt the Duke : To-whom the 
Biſhop ſmartly reply'd,------Be ſilent, Sir, it becomes 
not you to talk,, who ſtand condemned in Parliament, 
and are now alive only by the Kings Grace and Fa- . 
voxr. Which ſo offended the King,that he comman- 
ded the Biſhop out of his preſence , bidding him 
be gon home #0 his Church 3 who at his return in- 
form'd the Duke what had paſs'd, and how much 
the King was ſwayd by thoſe wicked Councellors : 
So that it was high time for him to provide for his 
own ſafety , and obviate that deſtrution which 
was prepared for him. | 
Hereupon the Duke of Glowceſter,with the Earls 
of Arundel, Warwick, and Derby, (who were all 
deſigned to the ſame Condemnation, if not pre- 
vented) adviſing together, reſolve to ftand upon 
their Guard,and Treat with the King concerning 
the premiſfſes, and that favour which he afforded 
to them, who were Traytors both to him and the 
publick,and the +mminent hazard of the Kingdom 
thence ariſing. The King endeavoured to have 


{urprized them ſingly, before they had united their 


Retinues, but failed therein ; ſo that with a very 
conſiderable force they aſſembled together at Ha- 
ryngey-Park, The King was juſt then preparing 
(as it was faid) fora Journey to Canterbury, to 
pay, as was pretended, his Devotions at the Shrine 
of S. Thomas Becket , but indeed from thence to 
have paſs'd into France, and dclivered up to the 
French King Calice, and ſeveral other important 
Places, which by the fatal Counſel of his pernicious 
Flatterers, he had ſold unto that King. Butthis . 
News of the Lords being in Arms, diverted that 
| Voyage, 
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Voyage , and put King Richard into great Confu- 
tion, not knowing what meaſures to take : Some 
of thoſe about him were for reconciling the 
Lords with fair promiſes 3 others were for rajling 
the Londoners, and what other Forces could be 
procured, and fighting them z of which opinion 
eſpecially was the Biſhop of York But this the 
more prudent diſapproved , alledging the Diſho- 
nour and Damage would accrue to the King if 
worlted. SE; 
Whilſt theſe wiſe -men could not agree what 
courſe to take; there was a Fool ſtumbled on an 
Expreſſion, which it duly conſidered, might have 
done the King more Service- than all'thcir De- 
bates : This was a certain Knight called Hugh de 
Lynne, who had been bred in the Wars, but by 
an accident loſt his Underſtanding, and now as@ 
Natural was maintained by the Charity of ſeveral 
of the Nobles and Retainers to the Court : The 
King meeting him during theſe Conſultations,and 
being willing to divert himſelt by hearing his foq- 
lith diſcourſe, askt him jocularly , What he ſhould 
do with the Lords that were Aſſembled together in the 
before-mentioned Park. To which the ſaid Hugh 
very melancholy anſwered,----- March forth, Six ! 
and let us fall upon them, and kill every Mothers San 
of them : which being done.byGod's Eye.you will gals 
lantly bave deſtroyed all the faithful Subjcits you 
have in your Kingdom.” 4 
In che mean time, Mediators for Peace poſting 
to and tro between the King and the Lords je 
was at Jaſt by their Intercefſion concluded , that 
the Lords (hould come before the King at V/*/t- 
minjter , and reccive the Kings Anſwer to theix 
Grice 
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Grievances : The Biſhop of Ely and divers other 
perſons of Honour and Credit,giving their Oaths 
on the Kings bchalf , That no Treachery or ill pra- 
ice ſhould be uſed, but that they might come and go 
with ſafety, and if any were deſigned , that they 
would admoniſh them of it, A Caution that in the 
Event proved not zenneceſſary ; For on the day they 
ſhould appear , they had Intelligence that there 
was an Ambuſcade laid for them about the Mews 
whereupon they delayed their coming 3 and the 
King (who had waited an hour or two for them 
beyond the time appointed) enquiring the rea- 
ſon, was told by the ſaid Biſhop of Ely, that it 
was becauſe he did not keep his word , for there 
was ſecretly planted above a thouſand Armed 
Men to cut them off in their paſſage. The King 
ſcemed much offended at this Treachery , and. 
{wore that he was not privy to it , and therefore 
commanded the Sheriffs of London to ſearch the 
Mews ;, and if they found any perſons afſemblcd 
there for ſuch a purpoſe, to kill them. But in 
truth, the Contrivance was not there, but in a 
place at Weſtminſter, where Sir Thomas Trivet.and 
Sir Nicholas Bramber had to this intent got toge- 
ther great numbers of their Faction in Arms , 
whom upon this diſcovery they diſmiſt, and reti- 
red into London. And now the King promiting 
again ſafe Conduct to the Lords , they ſoon after 
arrived in his Royal preſence, whom they found 
in eſtminſter-Hall in his Robes of State,and with 
his Crown on his Heal , and Scepter in his hand 3 
To whom they preſented themſelves on their 
Knees, and the Biſhop of Ely Lord Chancellor on -. 


the Kings behalt made a Specch, blaming them for 
| thcir 
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their raiſing Forces , and demanding the Cauſe 5 
withal, recommending the Kings Goodneſs, who 
choſe thus graciouſly to Treat with them , ra- 
ther than to Chaſftiſe them by Arms, which he 
told them his Majeſty wanted not power eaſily to 
have done, | 
To this the Lords anſwered, That they had AG 
{embled rogether for the good of the King and King» 
dom , and to remove Traytors from the King « Nas 
ming particularly Robert de Vere Duke of Ireland, 
Alexander : Nevil Archbiſhop of York, Michael 
de Pole Farl of Suffolk, Robert Treſylian the falſe 
Chict Juliice,and Nicholas Bramber the falſe Knight 
of London, whom they averr'd to be Traitors, and 
(flinging down their Glovcs) that they were 
rcady to prove them to be ſuch by Battle, | a mane 
wer of Tryal not unuſual in thoſe times.) To 
which the King himſelt anſwered, That it ſhall not 
be determined in that manner , but in the, next Pare 
liament , which We appoint to be the Moxrow 
after the Purification of the bleſſed Virgin next 1 
where both Parties coming, ſhould have Jy- 
ftice done according toLaw ; And in the mcan 
time all of them to be in the Kings protection , 
without injuring one another. -----And fo after 
ſome friendly Diſcourſe, and Drinking with the 
King , they departed thence. And two days afe 
ter, the King (the more to appeaſe the Lords, 
and fatisfie the people) cauſed Proclamation to 
be made in London ., ſeeming in Excuſe of the 
Duke of Gloxceſter and his Aſſociates, but indecd 
to amuſe them , and preſerve. his dear Favourites 
from threatned Violence, the Tenour whereof 
was to this cflec, 
£ Richard, 
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| Ichard, K1nG,&c.We hereby 
yon take known toall our Liege 
© and faithful Subje@s throughout 
our wholeKingdom of England, That where- 
as Tho. Dake of Glouceſter, Rich. Earl of 
Arundel, Tho. Earl of Warwick, have been 
by certain perſons who little underſtood the 
truth of Aﬀairs, Defamed as Traytors to Vs 
and Our Kingdom ; We therefore having as 
becomes as, with the higheſt Deliberation 
and greateſt Diligence weigh'd the cauſe of 
ſuch Scandal,and moſt diligently to our ut- 
moſt Power, ſearching to the bottom for the 
Truth,with the aſſiſtance of our Conncil,do 
ot finde any thing done or aFed by them 
worthy of the blot of Suſpicion, much leſs 
any ſcruple of Evidence of their being guil- 
ty : Wherenpon we have Decreed to declare 
-the ſaid Defamation to be falſe, unjuſt, 
wicked, and wholy void of all Truth : And 
we do teſtifie the ſaid Duke and Earls to 
be worthy of good Fame,and Innocent,and 
not ſo much as ſuſpected of any Crime 3 
and as much as in ws lies, and as we are 
able,we will approve and maintain theme ſo 
ro be, and do take them hence-ſorwards 
into our Special Prote&ion. Farther- 
' #nore , We are willing to make known to 
all Perſons by theſe Preſents, who are their 
Defarnerss Viz. Alexander Archbiſhop of 
| Oh, © 
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York, Robert Dake of Ireland, Michael Earl 
of Suffolk; Robert Treſylyen Onur Chief Ju- 
ſtice,and Nicholas Brembre of London, Xe, 
whom alſo We take into Our ProteFion, 
that they may Anſwer whatever ſhall be ob» 
Je@ed againſt them in Our next Parliament, 
Commanding that none on any pretence 
whatſoever, ſhall either to Them, or the fore- 
named Lords, openly or ſecretly, offer any 
kind of diſturbance,grievance,or obedience, 
till ſuch prefixt time of 9ur Parliament. 

But for all theſe fair words, the Popular Lords 
knowing the Kings Matability, and as well the 
Influence thoſe his ill Counſellors had over him, as 
their malice and perfidiouſneſs, thought it the ſa- 
teſt courſe not to ſeparate themſelves, but with a 
- vigilant Eye to obſerve the Motions of Affairs. 

The Duke of Treland and the reſt accuſed, did 
not appear with the King at this Meeting, and 
**was their wiſeſt courle to beabſent; for 'tis be- 
liev'd the Kings Preſence would ſcarce have been 
able to prote& them : Nor had they any mind to 
hazard themſelves on the Juſtice of the next Par- 
liament 3 but rather reſolv'd, if they could, to ſc- 
cure themſelves by Arms. To which purpoſe the 
Duke of Ireland was all this while railing of Men 
in Cheſhire and Wales, either by the Kings Come 
miſien or Connivance , and that it was more than 
the latter, may juſtly be ſuſpected , becauſe when 
he had made conſiderable Levies, the King com- 


manded Thomas Mo!ineyx., a man of great Courage 
and 
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and Condudt , Conſtable of the Caſtle of Cheſter, 
to accompany and ſafe condutt the ſaid Duke with 
all the Forces he could make, to his Majeſties Pre- 
ſence, The Adverſe Lords being Adverti.d of 
theſ: Preparations, and that they were upon their 
Marc/, beſet the Ways by which the Duke ſhould 
aſs to London, reſolving, to encounter him before 
fie ſhould have encreas'd his Power, 'and counte- 
nanc'd his Aftions with the Name and Preſence of 
the King. 
Accordingly Henry Ear! of Derby, Son of the 
Duke of Lancaſter, mct them at a place called Bab- 
belah? near Burford in Oxfordſhire z whom the 
Duke no ſooner ſaw. but contrary to the Reſo- 
lution of moſt of thoſe that were with him,he pre- 
. parcd for flight ; however Molineux prevailed with 
him to joyn Batte! 3 but ſcarce ten Ownces of Blood 
was loft on both fides , before the Duke ( who 
had been ſo good at raiſing Prarrels, ſhew'd him- 
{clf as bad at ſtinting them, and) ſet Spurs to his 
Herſe, and forſook the Field , whereby all his Men 
being diſheartcncd, and Sir Thomas Molineux fin, 
the Earl of Derby obtain'd a cheap, but intire Vi- 
cory, allay'd with nothing but the eſcape of Tre- 
land, who having mountcd a fleet Nag, and be- 
ing to paſs a River, catt away both Gauntlet and 
Sword to be the lighter, and fo ſwam over, and 
got firſt into Holland > where finding but cold 
Entertainment , he went + to Utrecht ; and aftcr 
two or three ycars rambling up and down as a 
Fnzitive, dicd at Lovain in Brabant, Though his 
War-horſe and Armonr being tound on the Brink of 
the River , raiſcd- a general Report that he was 
Drown'd , which probably might facilitate his 
cleapc. 
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eſcape, Amongſt his Baggage was taken a very 
conſiderable ſum of Gold,and (what was of greater 
value) the Kings Letters, ordering his preſent Re- 
pair to London, and promiling to live and die with 
him againſt all Oppoſers. 

Bur this Diſaſter Thunder-ſtruck the whole Ca» 
bal , The Earl of Suffolk in diſguiſe flies to Calice, 
where his own Brother being Govemour of the 
Caſtle, refuſed to harbour him without the conſent 
of the Lord William Beauchamp Governour of the 
Town, who return'd him back as a Priſoner into 
England to the King: But the King not onely let 
him go at /arge, but ſent for over, and for ſome 
time Committed the ſaid Beauchamp for ſuch his . 
honeſt diligence : The rather, *tis ſuppoſed, be- 
cauſe he had formerly,for the Kings Intereſt,thwar- 
ted his pleaſire : for on the late Bargains and pri- 
vate Intrigues with France , King Richard having 
as aforeſaid, (old Calice to the French , 
King, ſent a Knight with Letters un- Lg : 
der his Privy-Signet , commanding 
Beauchamp to deliver up the Town to him , and 
one Sir fohn Golofre with. other Letters to the 
French King : but he knowing the vaſt Importance 
of the place, and believing the King impoſed up- 
on by wicked Councel, reſolutely anſwered, That 
the Cuſtody and Government of the Town was commit= 
ted to him in the Preſence and by the Authority of 
the King and the Nobles of the Realm openly and 
publickly, and he would not ſurrender it in Hugger 
mugger, nor part with bis Command but in their pres 
ſence, And alſo he took Golofre's Letters to the 
French King trom him , and privately granſmitted 
them to the Duke of Gloxceſter, For which Af- 

fronts 
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fronts the King waited ani opportunity to be re- 
yeng'd, and had proceeded *tis thought more ſe- 
verely, but that the ſaid Beauchamp was a perſon 
extrcamly beloved, and the King was not at pre- 
fent in a condition to uſe rigours 3 and fo by the 
Mediation of Friends he was quickly diſcharg'd. 


The reſt of the hated Fadion, as the Archbiſhop 


of York, Juſtice Treſylian, and others , ran every 
man like Coneys to their Covert, and were not to 
be heard of : Nay the King betook himſelf to the 
Torer of London, and there made Provition tor 
his Wintcr-Quarters 3 all his Defignes being fru- 
ſtrated, frtt by Raſhneſi in taking Arms, and af- 
terwards by Comwardiſe in uſing them. And: to 
4ddetto his Confr:(ion, about the ſame time an En- 
zoy from the French King was taken with Letters, 
whereby the French King Licens'd King Richard, 
the Duke of Ireland, and ſome others, with Atten- 
dants to ſuch a number, to come into Bolorgn, 
where he would be ready to receive them with 
great Pomp, and from them receive the Poſſeſſion 
of Calice, and other ſtrong Holds, for which he 
had ( ſays IWWalfingham, tol. 332.) already paid 
King Richard. _ | 

The Lords therefore perceiving ſuch confider- 
able Territories rcady to be loft abroad, as well 
as Extravagancies practiſed at home, haſten'd their 
March firſt to S.A4lbans.and next to London, where 
with an Army of Forty thouſand mcn, they Arri- 
ved on S. Stephen's day 3 the Citizens furniſhing 
them with Vietualsz and whether more out of 
Fear or Love. 1 cannot fay, oftercd to let them in- 
fo the City 3 but they choſe rather to quarter in 
tae Suburbs . proicſting not to depart without 
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ſonal Conference with the King , which at laſt he 

7 antodijponiindng them firft to ſearch the Tower, 
to prevent any Sarprize. The Duke and Earls then 
waited upon him,and after a few cold Complements 
laid before him, the Confederacy againſt their 
Lives at Nottingham , his Letters to the Duke of 
Ireland , contrary to his Royal Word , together 
with his diſhonourable Treaty to deliver up Calice 
#0 the French King, &c. King heard them 
at firſt with ſilence and patience, and afterwards 
with a dejeded Countenance , and not withour 
ſome Tears, ſeemed to acknowledge that he could 
neither deny or juſtifie what they complain'd of z 
and certainly the Stomachs of the Lords muſt 
needs more Relent to thoſe luke-warm drops, than 
they would to his greateſt violence. So agreed i# 
was, that he would meet them next day at 
IWeftminſter , there to treat of theſe and other ne 
ceſlary Aﬀairs of the Realm. But no ſooner were 
they gone , but ſome Abuſers of the Royal Ear 
\uggetted , that his going thither would be nei- 
ther Honourable nor (afe, but bring both his Per» 
ſon into preſent danger and, contempt, and occaſion 
a future Abridgment of” his Authority : Where- 
upon the Kings Mind turned, and began to Retrad# 
his promiſe. This heated the Lords ſo much , 
that being fluſpt with opportunity and power, 
they Gnrhiem peremptory word , That if he did 
thus faulter with them,and would not appear to Con« 
ſult the good of the Realm.they would take other mea- 
ſures : Intimating no leſs than the EleQion of an- 
other. This ſo work'd upon the King, that he was 
pleaſed to meet them, and to conſent (though 
not without ſome Relucancy) that ſeveral = 
| bs 


114 -. Chr Lifeand Reign | 


his Mimont ſhould be banifht the Conrt 3 as Ne- 
vil Archbiſhop of Tork,, | the: Biſhop of Durhers, 
Friar Raſh, che Kings Confeffor , and Biſhop of 
Chicheſter 3' (but both he- and Tork, had already 
ſhewed them a fair pair 'of Hecls : ) . The Loxds 
Souch,.. Hartmyworth , Barnel, and Beatyont'» and 
ſeveral Knights', as Sir Alberick Vere ,, Six Bal- 
wytle Berefard , Sir. Job Worth , Six Thomas Clif- 
ford, Six Fabn Lovel, &c. . Together with certain 
Ladics; Orme non tantum 1mtiles, ſed infames Who 
were (faith Halfingham ) not only. unneceſſary, nſe- 
leſs, and unprofitable at Court; but likewiſe ſeanda- 
lons and infamow 5. Anth, theſe were the Lady 
Morven,, the Lady ae. Molyng , and the Lady Po+ 
ayngs , Wife to the faid Sir John Fotths who all 
wcre obliged to appear text Parliament, There 
were likewiſe actually taken into Cuſtody, Sir $i- 
mon Burley, Sir Thom Trivet , Sir Nicholas Brem- 
ber, and divers other Knights 3 Clifford,  Lrncoin, 
and Motfurd, Clerks 5 '; Fob Beauchamp de Holt the 
Kings:' Steward , or: Privy-Pmrſe, Nicholas Lake 
Dean of the Chappecl, and: Folm Blake Barriſter at 
Law, who were all dif in ſ(cveral Cattles. 
Aﬀtct Cundlemas, '1 388, the Parliament began 
at Londox , (though the::hing uſed many means 
to daſh ot defer the fame: ) The Lords:came at- 
tended with ſufhcient-Stxength to ſupprefs any 
Rebellion, or Tumult that might happen ;and con- 
tinucd. their Sitting till hztſuntide ,- to the great 
Fear ot 10me., Hope of others, and Expetfation of 
all : Part of their firft I/ork, was for {cveral days 
to Saumon'the Duke of Treland , the Archbithop 
of Tork, Michael de Pole Earl of Suffolk, Treſy- 
lai the Chict- Jultice;and Sir Nicholas Brewber Ci- 
tizcn 
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tizen of London, to anſwer to the Treaſons where 
with they ſtood charged:but none of them appear- 

* Ing, they were all Out-!/aw'd, and their Lands and 
Goods forfeited and ſeized into the Kings hands , 
with a provifion by common conſent in Parliament 
that they ſhould never be pardon'd or permitted to 
appear again in England, 


The Appeal or Charge exhibited againſt 
them in Parliament tho'long, is yet re- 
markable; and not being extanz.in Eng- 

- liſh, 7/haf jo far preſume on the Rea- 
der's Patience, as to inſert it, Tranſlated 
from the Original , as we find it int 
Knyghton de Eventibus Angliz, Col. 
2713. as fobows, viz. 


© }FO our Moſt Excellent and redoutted Lord 
, the King, and his Council , in this preſent 
© Parhament, do ſhew Tho. Dake of Gloceſter, Con- 
© ſtable of England, Henry Earl of Derby, Richard 
© Earl of Arzundel and Swrry, Thomas Earl of War- 
© wick. and Tho, Earl Marſhal 3 That whereas they 
© the ſaid Duke and Earls.as Loyal Sabjzs of our 
© Lord the King , for the profit of the King and 
* Realm, on the Fourteenth day of November lalt 
© paſt.at Valtham-Croſs in the County of Hertford, 
* did before the moſt Reverend Fathers in Ged 
© ]WFilliam Biſhop of IVinch:{ter. Thomas Bithop of Ely, 
© ate Chance!lour of England, John Waltham.chen 
*Lord trivy Scal , Fo»i Lord Cobham ,. the Lords 
* Richard le Scrope, and John Denroſs , then Con:- 
© miſſoners of our Lord the King , Ordain'd and 
*made in thc lati Parliament , Appcal | Accufe or 
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* Charge) Alexander Archbiſhop of York, Ro- 
© bert de Vere Dake of Ireland , Michael de Pole 
© Earl of Suffok, Robert Treſylian the falſe Fuſtice, 
© and Nicholas Brember the falſe Knight of London, 
© of ſeveral High Treaſons by them committed a- 
*gainſt the King and his Realm, and did offer to 
© proſecute and maintain the ſame, and ſufficient 
© Sureties to find, praying the ſaid Lords to certifie 
© the ſame to their ſaid Soveraign Lord 3 which the 
* ſame day the ſaid Commiſſioners did accordingly 
© certifie to the King at Weſtminſter, where moſt of 
* the ſaid perſons ſo Appealed being preſent , were 
© fully informed and certified of ſach Appeal. 

* And whercas ſhortly after , by the Aﬀent of 
© the King and his Coxnerl,the ſaid Thomas Duke of 
© Gloceſter, &c, coming to Weſtminſter, in preſence 
© of the King, and of his Corncil therefor the pro- 
© fit of the King and his Realm, did again Appeal 
* the ſaid Arch-biſhop of Tork,and other falſe Tray- 
* tors, his Companions,appealed of High Treafons 
* by them committed againſt the King and his 
© Realm, as Traytors and-Enemzes to the King and 
*Realm , in affirmance of their former Appeal,of- 
© fering to purſue and maintain it as atoreſaid, 
© Which Appcal our Lord the King did accept.and 
© thereupon aſſigned a day to the faid Parties at 
© his firſt Parliament which ſhould be holden on the 
* Morrow after Candlemeaſs next inſuing , then to 
* have & receive fall Fuftice upon the ſaid Appeal; 
*and in the mean time took into his ſafe and mott 
© ſpecial proteion the (aid Parties , with all their 
© people, Goods and Chattels, and cauſed the ſame 
© to be then proclaimed and publiſhed. 

© And whereas alſo on Monday next after the day 
Ol 


of Ring Richard the Second, 117 
© of the Nativity of our Lord Chriſt next after, the 
© faid Dake of Glouceſter,S&c. in the preſence of the 
*King, in the Tower of London, as Loyal Subjects of = 
* the King and his Realm.,did appeal the ſaidArch- 
© biſhop of York, &c. as falſe Traytors ; &c. 
*Whereupon the King aftign'd them a day in the 
©*next Parliament to purſue and declare their Ap- 
© peal, and by the advice of his Council did cauſe 
© Proclamation to be made in all the Counties of 
© England, by Writs under his great Seal, That all 
*the ſaid perſons ſo Appealed, ſhould be at the ſaid 
© Parliament to anſwer thereunnto, Which Appeal 
* the ſaid Duke of Glouceſter,&&c. the Appealors, are 
* now ready to purſue, maintain, and declare, and 
* do by theſe Preſents.as loyal Subjects of our Lord 
* the King, for the profit of the King and Realm, 


_ © Appeal the ſaid Archbiſhop, &c. of High Treaſons 


by them committed againſt our Lord the King 
© and his Realm, as Traytors and Enemies of both 
© King and Kirgdom 3 which Treaſons are decla- 
* red, and fully Recitied in certain Schedules here- 
© unto annexed : and they do pray that the ſaid 
© perſons Appealed may be called,and Right and Ju- 
* ftice done 1n this preſent Parliament, 

© Imprimis, Thomas Duke of Gloucefter Conſtable 
* of England, Henry Earl of Derby, 8c. do Appeal 
© and fay, that Alexander Archbiſhop of Tork,, Ro- 
© bert de Vere Duke of Ireland , and Michael de [2 
© Pole Eaxl of Suffolk, falſe Traytors to the King 
* and Realm ſeeing the tender Age of our ſaid Lord 
* the King.and the Innocency of his Royal Perſon, 
© have by many falſe Contrivances,by them with- 
© out Loyalty or Good Faith imagined and ſugge- 


* ited, endeavoured wholly to Ingroſs his m—_—_ 
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* AﬀeQion, and to make him intircly give Faith 
* and Credence to what they ſhould fay, though nc- 
* ver ſopernicious to himſelf and his Realm.and to 
© hate his Loyal Lords and People, by whom he 
© would more faithfully have been ſerved 3 Encroa- 
© ching and afſuining to themſelves a power to the 
* endetranchiting our Lord the King of his So- 
© peraigaty , and imparing his Royal Prerogative 
< and Dignity, making him fo far obey them, that 
© he hath been ſworn to be govern'd and caunſel'd only 
© by them; by mcans of which Oath,and the power 
© they have to trayterouily uſurped, great inconve- 
© nicncies, miſchicts, and deitructions,have hapned, 
© as by the ſubſequent Articles will appear. 

2. *Ttem,Whercas the King is not bound to make 
© any Oath to any of his Subjes, but on the day of 
© his C:ronatton, or for the common profit of him ard 
*his Realm, the (aid Biſhop, Duke, and Ear), faile 
© Traytors to the King and Realm, have made him 
© ſwear and aſſent to them), that he will maintain and 
© defend them.and live and die with them. And fo 
© whercas the King ought to be of a free condition 
© above any other in his Realm,they have brought 
*nim more into Servitude and Bondage, againſt his 
* Honour, Eſtate, and Royalty, contrary to their 
* Allegiance, and as Traytors unto him. 

3. * Ttem, The ſaid Traytors, by the Aﬀent and 
* Councel of Robert Treſylian the talſe Juttice,and 
* Nicholas Brember the talſe Knight of London, by 
© their {alfe Covin would not at all ſuffer the great 
* Pexſons of the Real, nor the good Subjects of 
*the King, to peak to, or approach the King, to 
# give him wholſome advice, nor the King to fpcek 
© £0 thern,unleſs in the preſence and hicaring of them 

| © the 
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© the (aid Duke of Frelaxd, &c. or two of them, at 
© their wil} and pleaſure, or about ſuch things as 
_ © they thought fit, to the great diſgrace of the No- 
© bles and good Counſellors of the King and to the 
© preventing, of their good will and ſervice towards 
© the tving, thereby cncrqaching to themſelves the 
© Royal power,and a Lordſhip and .Soveraignty- 0- 
© ver the perſon of the King, to thegreat p rut 
© and peril of the King,his Crown and Realm. 

4. © Ttem, The ſaid Archbilhop,ec. by ſuch their 
© falſe devices and pernicious Conncels,haye diverted 
© the King from thewing due countenance to his great 
© Lords and Liege People,ſo that they could not be 
© znſwered in their Suits and Rights, without the 
< leave of them the (aid Archbiſhop, &c, Thercby 
* putting the King beſides his Dewvoir, contrary to 
© his Oath, contriving to alzenate the Heart of our 
© Lord the King from his People, that they might 
© engroſs amongſt themſelves only the Government 
* of the Realm 3 whereby they have cauſed our 
* Lord the King, without the Aﬀent of the Realm, 
© or any deſert in themyto have given away by their 
© Abetment many Lordſhips, Caſtles, Towns, and 
© Mannors, as well annexed to his Crown, as o- 
< thers: As particularly the Land of Ireland and 
© Okam, with the Foreft and Lands which did be- 
© long to the Lord Dandelegh, and great quanti- 
< ties of other Lands, to the laid Duke of Ireland, 
< and divers others, whereby they unworthily arc 
© vaſtly inriched, but the King rendred poor, and wn- 
© able to ſuſtain and defray the Charges of the Go- 
< vernment, unleſs by Impoſitions, heavy 1 axes and 
* Tributes laid upon his Pcople, to the ditinheriſon 
© of his Crown, and the deliruction of the Realm. 

I 4 ; Ge © Item, 
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. 5. © Trem, By ſuch Encroachment of the ſaid 
. Archbiſhop, &c. and by the Counſel of that falſe 
. Juſticer Treſylian, and Brember the falſe Knight 
. of London, they have cauſed our Lord the King 
to have given away divers Mannors, Lands, Te- 
nements, Offices, and Bailywicks, to divers 0- 
ther perſons their Creatures, and ſuch as they 
could confide in , and to others, of whom they 
have taken great Gifts by way of Brokage for 
. that purpoſe, and to ſtand by them in their falſe 
- Sits and ill purpoſes, to the great prejudice of 
the King and Realm, ſuch as Sir Robert Manſel 
* Clerk, Fohn Blake , Thomas Usk,, and divers 0- 
© thers. 

6. © Ttem, The ſaid Duke, &c, Encroaching to 
© themſelves the Royal Power , have cauſed the 
*King to glve very great Gifts of Gold and Silver, 
© as well of his proper Goods and Fewels, as of thc 
© Goods and Treaſure of the Realm as Tenths, Fif- 
* zeens, and other Taxes granted by divers Parlia- 
© ments to be expended tor the defence and ſafc- 
* guard of the Kingdom, which yet to the value 
© of One hundred thouſand Marks have been laviſht 
© away upon the ſaid Duke of Ireland. and others. 
*And though many good Ordinances and Laws 
© have bcen made in Parliament, as well for main- 
© taining and carrying on of Wars, as for the de- 
* fence of the Realm , yet they have been by them 
. © diſturbed and defeated,to the great diſhonour and 
© damage of the King and Realm. 

7. © Item, By \uch Encroachment, and the great 
* Gifts and Brokages taken by the ſaid Duke of 
© Ireland, &c. it came to paſs that divers wnfit and 
* inſtffictent perſons were preferred to, and —_— 

© wit 
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© with the keeping and government of divers Garri= 
© ſons,Caſtles, and Comnntries involved in War, as in 
© Guyen and elſewhere, both beyond and on this 
* ſide the Sea 3 whereby the ſaid Strong-holds have 
© been loſt, the Countrics waſted, and the People, 
* faithful Subjects to the King, deſtroyed, and great 
© Seigniories newly rendred into the hands and 
« poſſeſſions of Enemies, without the Aſſent of the 
© Realm, as the Marches of Scotland, &c. to the 
* difinheriſon of the Kings Crown, and the great 
* loſs of the Kingdom, as in Harpeden and Crad- 
* dock,, and divers others. 

8, © By the ſame means,the ſaid Archbiſhop and 
* his Fellow-Traytcrs have cauſed divers people to 
© be diſturbed and deprived of Right, and the 
* Common Law of England, and put to intolerable 
©delays.lofſes and coſts;and the Statutes and Fudge 
© ments Which rightfully for neceſſary Cauſes have 
© been made and given in Parliament, have becn 
© reverſed and annul”d by the procurement of the 
© faid Malefafors and Traytors 3 and all this be- 
© cauſe of the great Gifts and Brokages by them re- 
*ccived of Parties, to the grand miſchict of the 
© King and Realm. 

9. © Ttem, The ſaid Archbiſhop and other Tray- 
© tors havecanſed and counſeled our Lord the King 
© to grant Charters of Pardon of horrible Felonies 
© and Treaſons, as well againſt the State of the King, 
© as of the Perſon injured and proſecuting 3 which 
* thing 1s againſt the King, and the Oath of the 
* King. | 

19. © rem, Whereas the ſaid Seignories of the 
© Land of Treland are, and time out of mind have 
* been parcel of the Crown of England, and the 

* People 
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© People of Treland, Liege Sabjeis to our Lord the 
King, and his Royal Progenicors Kings of Eng- 
6 land , Who in all their Charters, Writs, Letters 
© Patents, and in their Seals, have for the Aug- 
© mentation of their Renown and Royalty, been 
© jntituled, Lords of Treland 1 yet the (aid Archbi- 
© ſhop, &c. as falſe Traytors, by their ſaid En- 
© croachrment,have cauſed and counſelled our Lord 
© the King as much as m him lies, to have granted 
© and fully afſented and accorded, that the (aid Ro- 
© bert de Vere Duke of Ireland, ſhould be made 
© King of Ireland, And to compleat ſuch their ill 
© purpoſe, have adviſed and excited our {aid Lord 
© the King to ſend his Letters to our Holy Father 
© the Pope, to grant, ratifie, and confirm this their 
© trayterows Defigne, without the privity or aſſent of 
© His Realm of England, and of the ſaid Land of 
© Ireland, to the dividing the Liegance of the 
© King between his Realm of England, and the 
© ſaid Land of Ireland , in diminution of bis Maje- 
© ſties honourable Stile, and open diftnberiſon of the 
© Crown of England, and full deſtrutiion of the law- 
* ful Liege Subjetis of our Lord the King, and of the 
© {aid Land of Ircland. 

IT. © Item, Whereas by the O2eat Charter, 
© and other good Laws and UVſages of the Realm of 
© England, No man 1s to be taken, nor any Priſo- 
© ner put to death , without the due proceſi of Law 3 
© The ſaid Nicholas Brember the falſe Knight of 
« London, did take by night, certain Priſoners, to 
* the mumbv2E of 22, out of the Gaol of Newgate, 
* ſome of them being Indifted and Appealed of 
© Felony, and ſome Approvers in caſes of Felony, 
* and ſome on ſfpition of Felony,and carried them 

| out 
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* out of London into Kent, to a place called Foyl- 
© hoke and there encroaching on the Royal Power, 
© and in defiance of the ſaid Laws, as a Traytor to 
©the King, did without any Proceſſ of Law, cauſe 
© them all to be Beheaded, except one wha was 
© Appealed of Felony by an Approver, whom he 
© {et at large the ſame time. 

12, © Item, The aforeſaid Archbiſhop and other 
© Traytors have in ſmall Cauſcs taken great Gifts in 
© the Name of the King, of divers Parties, to main- 
© zain and abet them in their Suits and Darrel, 
© and ſometimes have play'd the Ambo-dexters, and 
© taken Money of both ſides. 

13. © Item, Whereas divers of the great Lords, 
© Loyal Subjects to the King, in divers Parliaments, 
© ſecing, the dangers, and apprehending the de- 
© trucizon threatning the King and Realm, by 
© means of the Miſchicts of theſc Maletactors, have 
© moved tO have good Governance under the King, 
© to avoid the ſaid Perils z The forenamed Arch- 
© biſhop and other Traytors by thicix Encroach- 
© ment and fatal Influences have fo ordered Mat- 
© texs, that the King has not onely been deaf to 
© 2H ſuch Pcrſwaſions, but alſo has Commanded 
© ſome of thoſe that moved it , to depart from his Conn« 
©cil, and to ſpeak, no more of ſuch Matters z Nor 
© touching the good Governance of the King and King- 
© dom, on pain of Death, to the great prejudice of 
© the King and Kingdom. | 

I4, © Item, Whereas in the lat Parliament, all 
© the Lords and other Sages there aſſembled, ſce- 
© ing the loſr and deſtruction of the King and Realm, 
© and the perils and miſchiefs aforeſaid : and that 
* theKing was departed from theCouncil of the Realm, 

| - <and 
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© and wholly abandon'd himſelf to the Counſel s of the 
© ſzid Malefattors and Traytors : By means wherc- 
© of the French King had Ships, and a Royal Power 
© on the Sea, ready to have arrived in England 3 
© and the (aid Realm, and the very Language of 
© England to deſtroy: And yet no Proviſion was 
© made, or good Governance taken for the ſafety 
© of the King, nor of the Realm, Finding no other 
© Remedy, did Remonftrate to the King very fully, 
© how he was 1l/-adviſed, and Aﬀairs moſt pernici- 
© ouſly manag'd by the aforeſaid Traytors and Male- 
© fxtors.declaring to him their wicked Conditions 3 
© and moſt humbly beſecching him for the ſafety of 
©himſelf,and of all his Realm, & avoiding the ſaid 
© impending dangers, to forſake and turn theſe Tray- 
© tors from his Preſence and Company.and no longer 
© to condutt himſclf after their evil Counſel 3 but 

© tohearken to the ſape,loyal, and diſcreet perſons of 
© his Realm. Whereupon the ſaid Archbiſhop and 
© other Traytors, to defeat this wholſom Advice of 
© the Parliament , by their falſe Counſel did then 

©cauſe the King to command the Mayor of Lon- 

© Jon ſuddenly to levy a great Power of the People 

© of that City, to attaque and put to deathall the ſaid 

© Lords and Commons , Except ſuch as were of their 

© Cabal : At the Execution of which Villany, the 

© faid great Malefaftors and Traytors ſhould be pre- 

© ſent and Parties, to the ſcandal and great diſſervice 

* of the King and his'Realm. 

15. © Ttem, When the ſaid Archbiſhop and other 
© Traytors perceived that the ſaid Mayor and good 
© People of London had openly refuſcd in the pre- 
© ſence of the King, to accompliſh ſuch their Trea- 


© chery and lewd purpoſes, touching the Murder of 
* the 
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© the ſaid Lords and Commons : They then by ſuch 


* their trayterows Encroachment falfly Adviſed the 
* King , and ſo far prevailed , that our Lord the 
* King did abſent himſelf from his Parliament for 
© many days,and did certifie them, That he would 
© never Approach the ſaid Parliament , nor Commune 
* with the ſaid Lords and Commons touching the Af- 
* fairs of the Realm, for any danger, loſs, or miſchief 
© that might happen to him or his Realm , unleſs he | 
© were firſt aſſured by the ſaid Lords and Commons , 
© that they would not ſay or aGi any thing in that Par- 
© liament againſt any of the ſaid Malefattors, ſave on- 
©ly in the Proceſs which was began againſt Michacl 
* dela Pole : All which was to the great diſſervice 
* of the King and of his Realm, and contrary to 
* the Ancient Dwdinance and Liberties 
© of Parliament. 

16, Item, The ſaid Lords and Commons of the 
© Realm , aftcr they found the Kings Will by the 
* malignant Counſel and excitement of the ſaid Arch- 
* Biſhop and other Traytors to be ſuch, that he 
*would not ſuffer any thing to be commenccd , 
© proſecuted, or done, again(t the ſaia Malefafiors 
© and Traytors z were pleaſed to acquicſce, and 
* not proceed therein any further againſt his plea- 
©fure, And afterwards in the {aid Parliament.ta- 
*king the Advice and Counſel of all the Lords , 
* 7udges, and other ſage Commons of the ſaid Par- 
© /;ament,how the Eſtate of the King and his Roye 
* alty might beſt be preſerved from the Perils and 
* Miſchicts aforclaid, cculd not fir.d any apter Ex- 
* pedient, than to ordain, that Twe!re of the Loyal 
* and ſage Lords of the Land ſhould bs of Conncil 
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to the King for one year then next enſuing : And 

, that there ſhould be made during that time, a 
5: :'te and Commiſſion , whereby they ſhould 
. hav- "ul and ſufficient Power to order Matters 
. for ne Government of the King and of the Realm, 
. and what appertained to the King, as well on 
this fide as beyond the Seasz And to repel, re- 
©pair , and redreſs what ever ſhould have bcen 
©111 done againſ the Eſtate, Honour, and Profit of 
*the King and Kingdom , and to do divers other 
© things neceſſary for,the King and Realm , as in 
© the Commiſſion thereupon iſſued , and remaining 
*of Record in Chancery, is contained. And that 
* no perſon ſhould preſume to Cornnſel the King, or 
© any way moze him againſt the ſaid Ordinance and 
© Statute, on pain of forfeiting for the firſt Offence, 
© all their Goods and Chattels 3. and pain of Death 
* tor the ſecond : ſuch Expedient and Ordinance to 
© be made, if it would ſo pleaſe the King, and not 
* otherwiſe, To which Ordinance or Statute , all 
* the Fedges of the LanJagreed and gave their con- 
© ſent unto, and Advice for the ſame , as well in 
« preſence of the King, as of the Lor4s. And allo, our 
. © Lord the King did fully give his Aſſeit to the ſame 
« and thercypon the ſaid Ordinance, Static, and 
« Commiſion , were made and accorded unto by tbe 
« Aſſent of the King, and of thc faid Lords an4 
« 71ges, and other Sages and Commons Aſſerriblcd 
« 1n that Parliament, tor tie Safciy of the King, bis 
« Rojalty and Realm, And yet atter the end of the 
« ſud Parliament, the aioreſaid Traytors and Die 
« lefaGFors by fuch their evil Encroachnients, tailly 
« ard traytcroully did inform the King , 7þ.:1 the 
« '1i4 Orainarion , Statute, and Comniigion were 
; * mae 
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© made in Derogation of his Royalty 3 and that all 
© thoſe who procured or adviſed the making thereof, or 
© counſelled the King to aſſent thereunto, were wor- 
© thy of Death as Traytors to the King. 

17. © Ttem, That after this the ſaid Traytors, 
© the Archbiſhop, &-c. cauſed the King to Afſem- 
© ble a Cowncil of certain of the Lord- Faftices and 
© others , without the Aﬀent or Preſence of the 
© aid Lords of the great Council, to whom they 
© made many Demands, and very much ſuſpicious, 
© touching divers Matters whereby the Kzng, the 
© Lords, and the Common-people have been involved 
< in moſt grievous troxble , the whole Realm diſ- 
© quieted, and the Hearts of many withdrawn from 
© the King, ſaving their Allegiance. : 

18. © Item, Toaccomplith their ſaid High-Trea- 
< ſons,” the ſaid Traytors, the Archbiſhop, &c. cau- 
© ſed the King to go with ſome of them through- 
© out the midit of his Realm , and to make the 
© Lords, Kmghts, Eſquires, and other good people, 
© as well in Cities and Boroughs, as in other Pla- 
© ces, to come before him , and there to become 
© bound, by ſome Obligations, others by their Oaths, 
© to our ſaid Lord the King, to be with him a- 
© gainſt all people, and to accompliſh the purpoſe 
© of the King,which at that time was to accomplith 
©*the will and purpoſes of the ſaid Malefatiors and 
© Traytors, drawn in thercunto by their falſe Con- 
© trivances, Flatteries, and Deceits * Which Se- 
© curities and Oaths were made againſt the good 
© Laws and Uſages of the Land , and contrary to 
© the Oath of the King, to the great diſhonour of 
© the King and Kingdom : By means of which Oaths 
© {o intorccd ,, the whole Rea/m was Embroid in 

* grea? 
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© oreat Murmurs and trouble-by the ſaid Traytors, 
<and in danger to have ſuffered divers important 
* Miſchiefs. : 
19. © Item, To inforce their purpoſes , the ſaid 
© Traytors cauſed the King to abſent himſelf in the 
© fiertbeſt parts of this Realm , to the intent that 
© the Lords appointed by the ſaid Ordination, Sta- 
© xute, and Commiſſion, might not Confer and Adviſe 
* with Him touching the Affairs of the Realm : 
© to the interruption and hindrance of the pur- 
© port and effect of the ſaid Statute and Commiſſton, 
*and great prejudice of the King and Realm. 
20. © Item, The ſaid Malefaftors and Traytors, 
© after they had Eſtranged both the Perſon and good 
* will of the King from the ſaid Lords ſo Commil- 
* fioned , and that he cſteem'Y them Traytors and 
© Enemies,and that they had obtain'd the Opinions 
* of the Fudges ſuited to their wicked purpoſes, did 
* agree and deſign, That ſcveral of the (aid Lords, 
* and alſo divers Loyal Commong,{ſhould be firſt Ar- 
© reſted, and then IndiGed in London and in Midale- 
*ſex, and by falſe Tnqueſts Attainted of certain 
© Treaſons falſly imagined againſt them, and ſo put to 
© ſhameful Death : To which purpoſe they had 
© procured an eviland falſe perſon of their Conſpi- 
© racy, called Thomas Vsk,to be Under-Sheriff , by 
* whoſe means the ſaid fulſe Inqueſts were to be 
* taken, and the wicked Delign accomplithed by 
* colour of Law. And for the more compleat et- 
* tecting thereof, they cauſed the King to ſend his 
© Letters of Credence by Fobhn Rypon a talſe Clerk , 
* and one of their Crew, dircctcd to the Mayor of 
* London , That hc thould ſeize the ſaid Duke of 
* Gloxceſter , and othcrs therein namcd, to be [n- 
* dified 
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© difted for certain Treaſons, in ſuch manner as the 
* ſaid Nicholas Brember the falſe Knight, and Fobn 
< Blake, who were thereof fully informed , ſhould 
© dirc& : By vertue of which Letters of Credence, 
© Brember and Blake carried to the Mayor the ſaid 
© falſe Indifiment , commanding him on behalf of 
* the King, that to his power he ſhould promote 
© the ſame. And allo they ordered, that a ſtrong 
*Watch ſhould be ſet to ſeize my Lord Duke of 
© Lancaſter upon his firſt Arrival. 

21. * Item, The ſaid Traytors having trayterouſly 
© informed the King, that he ſhould believe that 
© the ſaid Ordination, Statute, and Commiſſion, were 
* madein derogation of his Royalty and Prerogative 3 
<did further perſwade him, that the ſame was 
* made with an intention to degrade, and tinally to 
© Jepoſe our Lord the King: And perceiving that 
© thereby he lookt upon his Loyal Lords as Tray- 
© xors and Enemies, They yet further adviſed Him, 
© that by all means poſhble.as well by the py of 
© his own Liege People, as by the force of his Ene- 
© mies ,, the French and others , he ſhould deſtroy 
© and put to death the ſaid Lords and others that 
© afſented to the making of the ſaid Ordinance, and 
* that the ſame might be done ſo privily that none 
* ſhould know of it till it was done, 

22, © Ttem, In order to theſe Treaſons, by their 
© Connſels,they cauſ theKing to ſend Letters to his 
© Enemy the French King , {ome by Nicholas South- 
© well Groom of his Chamber, and others by other 
© perſons of baſe condition, as well Aliens as Deni- 
© Zons, requiring and praying the ſaid French King, 
© that he would with all his Power and Cornſel Aid 
* and aſſiſt our Lord the ing, to deftroy and put 

6 tg 
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©to Death the ſaid Lords and others, whom they 
© had ſo falſly-repreſented as Traytors, to the great 
© Diſturbance of the whole Realm. 

23. © Item, That uſurping to themſelves Royal 
© Power , they cauſcd the, King to promiſe the 
© French King by his Letters Patents and Meſſages, 
© fox ſuch his Aſſiſtance to accompliſh the ſaid 
© Treaſon and Murder, __ and ſurrender to the 
© ſaid French King the Town and Caſtle of Calice, 
© and divers other Forts and Places z as Breſt.Chir- 
© burgh, and others, &c. to the great diſhonour, 
© trouble, and prejudice of the Realm. 

24. © Item, That aftcr this trayterous Contrivance, 
© it was agreed betwcen our Lord the King and the 
« French King, by the inſtigation and influence of 
© theſe Traytors, that a Parley or Interview ſhould be 
© had in the Marches of Calice.and a Truce of five 
© years between the Realms of England and France © 
© At which Interview, by Treachery, the ſaid Lords 
© and others whom the King took for Traytors, at- 
© tending him thither, ſhould there by Treachery. 
© be ſlain. In order to which, they procured ſeve- 
© ral Letters of ſafe Condutt from the ſaid French 
* King, tor the ſaid Duke of Ireland's' going into 
* France,to accomplilh this ill prrpoſe and Treaſon 3 
* which Letters are ready to bc ſherrn, 

25. © Item, That the ſaid Brember, by the 4/- 
» ſent and Connſel of tie ſaid other Traytors, did 
*come into London, and without the 4ſſent or 
* knowledge of the King, did cauſe all the Companics 
* of the City to be ſworn to bold and perform di- 
© vers Matters, as they are contained in the ſaid 
© Oath, which 1s of Record in Chancery : And a- 
* mong{t other things, That they ſhould hold "_ 

* an 


of Ring Richard the Second. 13: 
*and maintain the Will and purpoſe of the King to 
© their power , againſt all that are or ſhall be Re- 
* bels, or contrary to his Perſon, or Royal pleaſure c 
© And that they ſhould be ready to deftroy all thoſe 
* which do or ſhall purpoſe Treaſon againlt our 
© ſaid Lord the King, in any manner 3 and be rca- 
*dy with their Mayor to reliſt during life, all ſuch 
© Traytors, &c, At which time the King, by the 
© Miſ-information of the. ſaid Evil-doers and Tray- 
* tors, and by the falſe Anſwers of the Fuſtices, did 
© firmly. hold the ſaid Lords and others,who afſented 
* to the making of the ſaid Ordinances, Statute, 
© and Commiſſion, to be Rebels, Traytors, and Ene- 
* mies unto him : By all which, the ſaid Traytors 
* endeavoured to ſtir up the faid People of” Lon- 
* don to deſtroy the ſaid Lords and other Loyal 
© Srubjecis, 
26, © Item, The ſaid Brember and other Tray» 
* tors to the King and Realm,uſurping to themſelves 
* Royal Power, Did of their own Authority, with- 
* out any Warrant from the King or his great Coun- 
* cal, cauſe Proclamation to be made through the 
* City of London , That none of the Liege Subjets 
* of our Lord the King, ſhould Suſtain, Comfort, or 
* Aid, Richard Earl of Arundel and Surrey, ( one 
© of the Lords of the Kings Great Councul, during the 
* ſaid Commiſſion z,  ) nor ſell him any Armour, Vi- 
* xeals, or other Neceſſaries, on pain of being pro= 
* ceeded againit as Rebels; carrying about and (hew- 
* ivg a Fatent of the Kings , but of another Te- 
*nor , the better to compals ſuch their falſe Prc- 
* clamation, 
27. © Item, They alſo cauſed it to be Cryed and 
© Proclaimed in the ſaid City of London, That no 
K 2 © perſon 
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© perſon ſhould be ſo hardy as to preſume to ſpeak any 
© ill, or utter any word or expreſſion againſt them the 
© ſaid Malefattors and Traytors, or any of them. on 
© pain of forfeiting alt they bad > Which was an En- 
© croachment on the Royal Power. p: 77 

28, © rem, The ſaid Archbiſhop, Chief Fuſtice, 
© and other Traytors, cauſed the King to command 
© his Coxncil to make certain perſons throughout 
© England Sheriffs, who were named | or recom- 
© mended] to him by them the faid Traytors, with 
© an intent to get ſuch perſons as they ſhould name re- 
© turned fir Knights of the Shire to ſerve in Parlia- 
© ment, And to keep out from thence Gentle- 
© men good and loyal, againſt*the good Laws and 
© Cuſtoms of the Land. 

29. © Item, The ſaid Traytors during the time 
© that the King had ſo-taken both Parties into His 
© Proteion as aforeſaid , did falily counſel and 
© prevail with the King to command by His Let- 
© ters divers Knights and Squires, Sheriffs, and 0- 
© ther Miniſters of ſeveral Counties, to Levy Mev: 
© and aſſemble all their Power to joyn with the ſaid 


© Duke of Ireland, againſt the ſaid three Lords now 


, ” OP. ſuddenly to make War upon and deftray 
© them, 

30. *Ttem , During the time of the ſame Pro- 
© tection , they cauſed the King by His Royal Let- 
© ters, to lignifhie to the {aid Duke of Tr:/and, Not 
© onely that he and others were Appelled of Treaſon 
<as aforeſaid 3 but alſo that he thould have ſuth- 
© cient Power to guard him, and come with him to 
© the King, And afterwards cauſed Him to write 
© again to the ſaid Duke of Ireland, Fhat he ſhould 
* take the Field with all the Forces he could aſſemble ;, 

* And 
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* And that the King would meet him with all bis 
© Troops, and would expoſe" and venture his Royal 
* Perſon : And that the King was in great peril for 
<* Himſelf and bis Realm , unleſs ſuccor'd and aided 
* by the ſaid Duke : And that the ſaid Duthe rould 
© ſhew and declare to all the people aſſembled with 
© him,That the King would bear and pay all Debts and 
© Coſts of the ſaid Duke of Ireland,and all that jowi?d 
© with him. By vertue of which Letters, and the 
* evil and trayterous Inſtigation as well of the faid 
© Duke , as of his Adberents and other. Traytors, 
© The ſaid Dwke of Treland did actually Levy and 
© Aſſemble great numbers of Men at Arms, and Ar- 
© chers, as well of the Counties of Lancafter., Che- 
© ſhire, and Wales, as of other places of the Realm, 
< in Warlike manner,:to deſtroy and put: to-death” the 
* ſaid Lords,who had conſented to the making the 
© ſaid Ordinance, AF of Parliament, and Commiſ= 
* fon, in Defence of the*King and Realm... 

31. © Item, That | having thus Trayteronfly Le- 
© vied Forces , the {aid Dake marched with them 
* through the midſt of Engfand, and. ufurping the 
- Royal Power , did - cauſe the Kings Banner:to be 
© Diſplayed before him, contrary to the Eftate of 
© the King, and of his Crown. In which March 
* the ſaid Duke and his Accomplices were by the 
© Grace of God difturbcd,and prevented from their 
© evil purpoſes. | 

32. *Ttem, That the. ſaid Duke of Ireland. by 
* the Counſel and Abetment of the reſt of-the 
* fore-named Traytors, encroaching to hirkſelt the 
© Royal Power, without the uſual Commiſſion of 1he 
© King . or other ſufficient Warrant, Did make 
* himſelf Fuitice of Cheſter , by him and his Deprr- 
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"ties , to hold there all manner. of; Pleas of the 
Crown, and thereupon to give Fudgment,and A4- 
© ward Execution : And alſdcauſcd divers Original 
© and: Judicial Writs to be Sealed with the Great 
< Seal of the King in-that behalf uſed : And therc- 
< by compelled a great'part of the people of thoſe 
*Countics to joyn with him-, or otherwiſe put 
© ſorne of them to grievonsand tormenting Death, 
© Impriſaned' others, and Seized: the Lands of 0- 
'©: ther; ec. And all this to make War,und defiroy 
* the aid Lords, ' and other Loyal Subje&ts of the 
© King, and'againſt the Defence of the Realm, 
33: © tem, That the {aid Traytors have cauſed 
* the King to grant great Retenres to divers people, 
< and give them Badges and Enſigns otherwiſe than 
© ever was: uſed in the time:of any of his Progeni- 
* tors;3\ and this with delign to.gain greater power 
© to accomplith their Treaſons. $I bit 
34. © Item, Fully-to compleat all (uct their be- 
< fore-mentioned and other. Tresſans, and to make 
* the King wholly confde in', and relic upon them 
© and Cheit Councels,. they cauſed the Kirg to call 
* before him divers Farftices and People of the Law, 
©that is fo ſay, Robert Treſylian , Robert Belknap , 
* Fohn Care , John Holt, "Roger Fulthorp, William 
* Burgh ; fix Juſtices, Fohn Lockton Serjeant at 
* Law, and John Blake : Of whom he did by the 
*contrivance of. the ſaid Traytors demand, Whether 
© the befdre-mentioned A& of Parliament and 
* Commiſſion were made in derogation of his Royal- 
*ty and Prerogative,or not ? and ſeveral other Que- 
*ttionsz to which they Anſwered in manner and 
© form before ſet forth, &c. | 
_ | Theſe 
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Thele were the Articles Exhibited 5 buc 
the prime Delingquents , as the Duke of Treland,the 
Archbiſhop of Tork,, and the Earl of Suffolk, were 
fled,- and the reſt abſconded : The Chicf Juſtice 
Treſylianhaving diſgxis'd himſelf , lay hid at an 
Apotbecaries Houſe near the Gate going into the 
Old-Palace at Weſtminſter. But on Wedneſday the 
11th Calends of March , being diſcovercd by his 
Servant , he was taken and brought by the Duke 
of Glocefter to the Parliament , who immediately 
Awarded Execution-againſt him fo that he was 
the ſame -day drawn from the Tower through the 
mid(t of. the City of London to Tyburn, and there 
bang'd :. That Judgment having formerly been 
paſs'd upon him, when ever he could be found, 
in the ſame Parliament, The yery next day 
they met with Sir Nzeholas Brember , whom the 
King had often before preferred to be Mayor of 
London, againſt the will of the Citizens , and who 
had been the occaſion of many Opprethons and 
Seditions in that City : It was reported of him, 
that whilft he was in power, he had cauſed a com- 
man Hatchet to be made, wherewith to cut off 
the Heads of all that oppoſed his Exorbitant dos 
ings, and cauſed a Liſt to be made of a vaſt num- 
ber of the Citizens Names whom he deligned for 
deftrutiion, of whom he had procured Eight thog- 
ſand five hundred and upwards to” be already Indi- 
fed, But was now before he could bring to pals 
ſuch his malicious bloody purpoſe , Himſclt Be- 
headed with the very ſame Inſtrument \ the King in- 
terceding for him with the Parliament , that he 
might not be Hang'd. This Gentleman if he ha1 
lived was to have been made Duke of Troy, mcan- 
K 4 wg 
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ing thereby Loudon , which anciently was ſaid to 
have ſometimes been called by that Name. 

Shortly after Vske the znder Sheriff of London , 
and the. before-mentioned Fohn Blake the Lawyer, 
were likewiſe drawn from the Tower to Tybwrn , 
and there Hang'd and Beheaded, and the Head of 
the ſaid Vrke placed upon Newgate. 

In the beginning of 1 May , Sir Simon de Burlee 
was Condemned for High-Treafon z but the King 
diſpenſing with his Drawing and Hanging, he was 
Bebeaded on Tower-hill. This perſon by his ill Pra- 
Aiſes had in few years increas'd his ſmall Patri- 
mony of 20 Marks, to an Eſtate of above Three 
thouſand Marks per annum, and was grown to that 
exceſs of pride,that at a Chriſtmaſs he would give 
Liveries to a great number of Knights and Squircs 
of the Court, and others,beſtowing therein ſome- 
times an hundred and forty , or an hundred and 
ſixty , nay ſometimes two. hundred and twenty 
Broad Cloaths, and theſe of great price, as being 
Embroidered with Gold; and ſome of Scarlet. 

About the ſame time Sir = Beauebamp was 
Condemned to be Drawn, Hang'd ,- and Quar- 
terd; but by the Kings Mercy , he had only his 
Head ſever'd from his Body on Tower-hill, The 
ſame puniſhment was inflied on Sir Fobn Berneys, 
a Knight belonging to the Court.Condemned for 
Treaſon and Sedition , but Sir Fohn Salisbury was 
drawn from the Tower, and Hang'd at Tyburn, 

And now the Fudgesare brought to Judgment, 
which in the beginning of the Parliament were 
taken into Cuſtody 3 viz. Sir Robert Belknappe, Sir 
Fobn Care, Sir Fohn Holte, Sir Roger de Fulthorp, 
Sir William de Burgh, and Fobn Loon Serjcant at 

| Law, 
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Law , who were all condemn'd to be Drawn , 
Hanged, and Dwartered : But by the Mediation of 


' the 2zeen, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 


other Biſhops , the King by the-conſent of the 
Lords, againſt whom they had offended; pardon'd 
the Sentence of Death ; But they were Out-law'd 
and Baniſht for ever into Ireland, Twoand two to 
be kept in a place,limited within certain Bounds , 
which if they ſhould preſume to go out of, they 
were immediately to be Execxted on their former 
Fudgment. And for their Maintenance were allow- 
£d- out of the Kings Exchequer, as follows 3 viz, 
Fo Fulthorp 40 I, per annum, to Burgh 40 Marks, 
to Belknappe 30 1. to Holt 40 Marks, and to Care 
and Lofon 20 I. per annum apiccc. | , 
This being done, a General Pardon is paſs'd for 
all Treaſons and Seditions whatſoever, and an Oath 
(ſajth Walfingham ) exacted not only of all the 
Inhabitants of the Land; but of the King too, to 


ſtand to the Regulation of the Lords, (meaning,as 


I conceive , thoſe ſo Commiſſioned and Anthorized 
tor one years {pace by King and Parliament as a- 
foreſaid :) And then the Parliament broke up in 
the Month of Fly. ; 

After Whitſontide the Earl of Arndel again puts 
to Sea, and burns.finkg, and takes Fourſcore French 
Ships, And likewiſe Seizes the Iſles of Ree and 
Oleroon (the latter tamous for the Laws Marine , 
there aid to be Compos'd and agreed upon) 
with the City of Rochel and divcrs other places. 
About the ſame time the Scots centred England as 
far as Newcaſtle , in which young Peircy, Son of 
the Earl of Northumberland , and for his Valour 
and Fury in Arms, Snrnamed Hot-fur , þcing 

then 
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them Ingarriſon'd , he with a (mall Party fought 
with them, and with his own hand flew W. Dou- 
glaſs their Commander in Chief; but being at laft 
over-powr'd by the coming in of the Earl of Dun- 
bar, was himſelf taken Priſoner , though at the 
ſame time he ſet free his Comntrey 2 For he had firſt 
ſo weakned them by the deſtru@Gzon of their Men , 
that they durſt not tay longer , but in haſt and 
diſorder retreated into Scotland. 

After Harveſt a Parliament was again held at 
Cambridge, in which many wholſome Laws paſs'd ; 
As againſt Beggars, Riding Arm'd, giving Liveries 
to exceſſive Retinues ; Touching Leh , and 
Apparel ſuitable to peoples Ranks : And eſpecially, 
Th2t none ſhould go out of the Realm to the Pope to 
procure the Grant of any Benefices in England with- 
oue the Kings leave,on penalty of being put out of the 
Kings protefiion. Alſo a Tax was granted to, the 
King, being a Tenth of the Clergy, and a Fifteenth 
of the Laity. 

In the Year 1389, a grievous Diſcord happend 
at Oxford between the IVelhp and the Northern 
Feholars , wherein ſeveral were lain. and further 
miſchief threatned 3 but by the Mediation of the 
Duke of Gloceſter, the Broil was compoſed, and dis 
vers of the Welſhmen diſmiſs'd the Vniverſty. 

In May the King held a Great Comncil at Weſt- 
minſter, and on Holy-Rood-day, being led by thc 
Advice of certain Whiſperers, centred fuddenly into 
the Council-Chamber, and taking his Seat,Deman- 
ded, How old they took him to be? Being anſwercd, 
Somewhat upwards of One and twenty years ; Then 
(replyed He) TI am of full Age, and capable to 
manage my Inheritance my ſelf 3 for ſure "tis __ 

that 
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that I ſhould be in a worſe condition than any other in 
my Kingdom, for every Heir after the death of bis 
Anceſtor , | comes to bis Eſtate, and takes it into his 
own band at one and twemy years of age» This the 
Lords perhaps might be unwilling to Grant, but 


-zmore unable and afraid to deny : And therefore 


the King went on with his Speech ;-----"7ix well 
known , that for many years IT have lived under your 
Tutelage and Governance ,, and for the pains therein 
We thank yon 3 but now having attained to Our Legal 
Age, We are reſolved tb be na longer in Ward, but to 
take into Our hands the Government of Our Realm, 
and to appoint ſuch Officers and Minifters as We think, 
fit, and remove others at Our pleaſure. : .. 
Accordingly he forthwith commanded the Bi- 
ſhop of, York, then Lord Chancellour, to Refign the 
Seal \ which being, done,the King put it-up. in his 
Boſom and went away, but ſoon after retarned , 
and gave it to William of Wickþam Bilhop of Win- 
cheſter, making him Lord Chancellor : He likewiſe 
turn'd out the Biſhop of - Hereford from the Office 
of Treaſurer,and put in another in his room 5 and 
chang'd {everal other chief Miniſters of Staze,partly 
to ſhew his Authority, partly to ſatishe his Diſplea» 
ſure, As particularly he ſuſpended his Vacle the 
Duke of Gleceſter , and the Earl of Warwick and 
others from his Privy Corncil, and admitted others 
in their ſtead, that Himmorr'd him more , but H6- 
nour'd him leſs. The Earl of Arundel likewiſe was + 
removed from the Admiralty of the Sea , where- 
with he bad been entruſted by the Parliament , 
and the ſame given to the'Earl of Huntington, 
Soon after this , certain DetradGors cixcumvent- 
ing the King,had ſo tar prevaild.as to make bim 
| | bclieve, - 
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believe, That the Duke of Glrceſter was contriving 
ſome Deſigns againit him : But upon the Dukes 
Examination, the falſhood and Malice of thoſe Re- 
ports did appear 3 And the King bluſht to conſider 
his own Credality againſt ſo near and eminent a 
Relation; yet though ſome of the Spreaders thereof 
were there preſent when the Duke would have 
queſtioned them for the ſame , the King charged 
him, as he lod him, not to ſtir farther in the 
matter, bop. - 

This Summer the _ being at his Mannor of 
Sheen, in July, on a ſudden there appeared ſuch 
innumerable Swarms of Gnats,that all the Air was 
darkned with them.who skirmiſht and fought one 
with another, till the S/ain fell down in heaps,and 
being ſwept together with Brooms, amounted to 
the quantity of many Byſhels-full, and the reſt who 
ſeem'd to come off, and were reckoned about a 
third part of the whole, flew away 3 which was 
by many efteem'd as an it!-boding Prodigy. 

About the ſame time the Diſciples of WickliffCin 
thoſe days called Lollards) being very numerous , 
their Presbyters took upon them after the manner 
of Biſhops, to confer Holy Orders, Aﬀfſerting, that 
every Prieſt had as much power of Binding and 
Loofing , and Adminiſtring other Eccleſiaſtical Fun- 
ins, as the Pope himſelf either had, or could be- 
ſtow : And though the Prelates had notice hereof, 
yct out of negligence, or rather fear ,' they did not 
much concern themſelves to ſuppreſs them fave 
only the ſtout Biſhop of Norwich, who (wore, That 
it any of that Se& (hould preſume to Preach in his 


| Dizceſs, he would either Burn or Behead them. 


In November, the Dukc of Laneaſter after three 
years 
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years abſence return'd into England from Spain,ha- 
ving matcht his Daughter to the King of Caftile's 
Son. And the King of England having ſummon'd 
a Council *at Reading, the ſaid Duke underſtanding 
that his Majeſty had conceived Diſpleaſrere againlit 
divers great Lords, to prevent the Miſchzefs that 
might thereby ariſe, immediately after his Arrival, 
polted thither 3 by whoſe good Offices the King's 
Reſentments were diverted, and Matters for the 
preſent pacified. 

In the Year 139o, (being the 13 year of King 
Richard's Reign ) on Mwxday after the Feaſt of 
St. Hillary, a Parliament was called at London , 
wherein amongſt other things it was Enacted, Thar 
the King ſhould not extcnd his Pardon to any per- 
{ons convicted of Merder, and a Penalty Awarded 
againſt any that ſhould importune the King there- 
unto 3 viz. That if it were a Duke or Archbiſhop, 
be ſhould forfeit to the King 100 /. It an Earl or 
Biſhop, too Marks, &c. There was allo granted 
to the King 40 5. of every Sackof Wool, ot which 
IO x. to go to the Kings prelent occalions,and the 
other 30s. to be reſerv'd in the hands of Commiſſi- 
oners appointed by Parliament, Not to be expended 
unleſi neceſſity of War required. About St. Zames- 
tyde, Henry Earl of Derby, eldeli Son to the Dake of 
Lancaſter, with a choice Company of a thouſand 
knights and Squires, and their Servants, went in- 
to Pruſſia, where they ſignalized thenifclves by (c- 
veral brave and valorous Actions; and return'd a- 
gain with Honour in Apri} tollowing, 

In the Year 1391, the French Courted King 
Richard very carncitly to a Treaty of Peace 3 and 


in order thereunto. dctired that there might be an 
Amis 
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Amicable Interview of the two Kings neer Calice : 
To which King Richard ſeem'd inclinable; and 
that he might appear more fplendid on {uch an occa- 
ſton, ſent to moſt of the Abbeys to furnith him with 
the beſt Horſes they had : Amongſt whom the 
Abbot of S. Albans ſent him One, which ( Wal- 
ſingham tells us) was worth Forr and twenty Marky, 
no {mall price in thoſe days and yet not content, 
he demanded 50 Marks befides in Money : Like- 
wiſe from molt of the Cities and Burroughs of 
England, he got divers conſiderable Sums to E- 

quip him for this Voyage. | 
But about the ſame time, by order of the King 
and Council , there was a Proclamation fect forth, 
Requiring all thoſe that had any Benefices in Eng- 
land, and were then beyond the Seas , as in the 
Roman Conrt, (it bcing a thing not infrequent in 
thoſe days, for the Pope to gratitie his Favorrites 
and Followers with the belt Preferments , though 
perhaps never in England in their lives) immedi- 
ately to repair into England, to live upon ſuch their 
Benefices , and not ſuck away the Treaſire of the 
Realm, by cxpending, thcir Revenues in other Na- 
tions, on pain of forfeiting all their ſaid Benefices, 
This, together with the late Statute of Proviſors 
and Premunire , and the Overtwre of a Peace like 
to advance with the French King, ( who at that 
time joyned with the Antipope, Benedif} the 13th ) 
much troubled Pope: Boniface the 9th: ( For now, 
and for neer the ſpace of forty years together, there 
were two Popes in being at once, each Curfing the 
other 3 and part of Chritendom acknowledging, 
One, and part his Adverſary.) Therctfore the (aid 
Boriface (whom the Engliſh own'd tor .their 
Ghdjily 
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Ghoſtly Father) forthwith ſent a Njencio to King 
Richard, with great Complements to commend 
his Devotion, _ that of his Predeceſſors towards 
Holy Church, but withal to complain of theſe Inva- 
fions (as he was pleaſed to call them) of the Ec- 
clefiaſtical Liberties > and to urge him as well to 
Repeal the ſaid Laws, as by no means. to make 
Peace with the French King, unleſs he would dif- 
own and no longer aſſiſt the Anti-Pope, &c. 

The King received the Nuncio kindly , and 
heard his Tale, but for Anſwer put him off to the 
Meeting of the Pawiament, which was in Novem- 
ber, and then the Bufineſi was bandied about 3 and 
though the King and Duke of Lancaſter ſeem'd 
willing to gratihe the Pope, the Commons would by 
no means conſent that people ſhould go to Rome to 
acquire any Benefices in England, only that they 
might not ſeem too much to ſlight his Holznef, 
they yielded that it might be ſuffered, but nor 
without the Kings Licenſe, and no longer than till 
the next Parliament, But though they held their 
Pope to hard Meat, they were not wanting in ex- 
prefling their kindneſſ to their King, giving him a 
Half-tenth, and an Half-fifteenth which they of- 
fercd to make whole Ones, on condition the King 
would next Summer make an Expedition againlit 
the Scots, 

Anno 1392. The Duke of Lancaſter is ſent over 
into France, and moſt magnihccatly entertain'd 
by the French King : But inſtead of a Peace, 
brought back only a Trace for a year 3 to the in- 
tent, faith alſingham, Thar during that time, the 
collefied wiſdom ot England might contider whether 
1t were more expedicnt to conclude a final Peace, 
or proſecute the War, About 
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About this time, a certain Matron in London 
having one onely Darghter, had inſtrufted her to 
Celebrate the Maſi, and built an Altar with all its 
Furniture in a private Room, and there for many 
days cauſed her to Accouter herſelf in Prieftly Ha- 
bit, and Officiate ; onely when ſhe came to the 
words of the Sacrament, (he Proftrated herſelf, and 
durſt not Conſecrate z but rifing again, would go 
on With the relt of the Maſi to the end, her Mo- 
ther helping her and encoxraging ber Devotion, But 
at laſt a Neighbouring Goſſip whom ſhe had call'd 
to this private Maſi, diſcoveritlg her Practice, the 
., Biſhop of Lordon. heard of it, and being much 
grieved (as he had reaſon, to ſee his Trade uſurp'd 
by the other Sex.) call'd her before him, and made 
her ſhew hey Crown ſhaven exatily like a Prieſt, bc-. 
tore all the people, and cauſed both her and her 
Mother to do Penance. 

The Dwhke of Gaelderland, a moſt afiwve Prince, 
and related to King Richard, ſent him a Letter 
full of great Complements, ( but in one expreſſion 
too profane) ſtirring him up to War and Military 
Actions becoming his Royal Dignity, and parti- 
cularly dehorting him from the deligned diſhonou- 
rable Amity with France « The Tenor whereof, 


was as followcth. 


Agnificent Prince ! Both your Innate Genero - 

ſity, and the prudent Counſels of your Mini- 

ters will we conceive effeGually provide, that all your 
Hereditary Rights , which by your Birth render your 
Royal Majejty Great and Glorious , may by the fore- 
fight of your deep Wiſdom be preſerved Inviolable ; 
And that if any unjuſt Force does Invade or offer to 
Diminifh 
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Diminiſh them , your Kingly Induſtry will valiantly 
defend the ſame with the Shield of Military Proweſf ; 
And fince we have the Honour to be Related to your 
Royal Perſon by Affinity, God himſelf cannot hin. 
der, but that we will ever be ready to aſſiſt you in de- 
fending ſuch your Rights with Two thouſand Laun- 
ces, when and as oft-ſoever as you ſhall be difpoſed to 
engage in a War : Nor ought you to decline the ſame 
to your prejudice, for any Words or Promiſes that 
may be made you , from the reſtleſs ſubtilty of the 
French. *Tis certain , moſt Serene Prince , your 
Fame is ſpread throughout the World : Nor is it doub- 
ted, but for your great plenty of Wool,and innumera- 
ble other Commadities ( without which neither the 
Eaſt or South can ſbſiſt ) all Kingdoms daily ſalute 
you with their Treaſures; ſo that Ga himſelf bas con- 
ferr'd upon you Wealth an hundred fold more in com- 
pariſon , than on other Kings. Befides the tried Va- 
lour of your people, and the ſharpneſs of their Vieto» 
rious Bowes, have ſo far advanced the Fame of your 
Magnanimous Nation, above any of the Welt , that 
Terror and Dread cannot but Invade your Adverſa- 
ries \, for evermore to this day, as oft as the Gallant 
Engliſh have fought the French,ſo oft have they car- 
ried Victory with them from the Field.Let not there- 
fore , moſt Potent Prince ! the Heart of the Lion 
ſlumber longer againſt Nature in Puſillaniniity s But 
vouchſafe to apply that matchleſs Strength which Na- 
ture has conferr'd upon you, to warlihe Actions, in de- 
fence of your Commonwealth , the marntenance.. of 
your Hereditary Rights, the encreaſe of your Merit , 
and perpetuating the Rehown of ſo incomparable great 

and Magnanimous a King. 
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IV 1!fingham ſays, That this Prince came alſo in 
perſon into England, to perſwade the King againtt 
making Peace cither with the French or Scots, and 
that he was very honourably cntertain'd. But it 
{cems his motion was not much regardcd , for 
the time was ſpun out in further Traces, and no- 
thing donc. | 

And now the Citizens of London fall into the 
Kings grievous diſpleaſure , the Cauſes whereof 
are {aid to be Two s The firſt, Their not only 

of 9" to lend the King a thouſand pounds (which 
e dcelired)) themſelves z but alſo attronting a cer- 
tain Lombard, who was willing to accommodate 
him : and abuſing him (ſome Authors fay , they 
beat and halt killd him) for his forwardneſs. The 
other an Accident which hapning juſt in the neck 
of this, ſcem'd, or perhaps was made a far grea- 
ter Offence than. otherwiſe it nced have becn re- 
putcd, viz, 

A Baker carrying, his Bread along thc Street , 
one of the Biſhop oft Salizbury's Servants took a loaf 
out of his Basket 3 which the Baker demanded to 
be reſtored , but the Biſhop's man inſtead thereof 
broke his head, tor which Injury the people 
would have ſeized him , but hc fied into his Ma- 
fters houſe : Thither the Conſtable came,and peace- 
ably dctixed he might be ſurrendrcd up to Juttice, 
But the Biſhop's Servants (hut the Gatcs, and made 
refittance, This more exaſperated the people , 
(who though ſometimes they may be deceived 
by Fin:fſes and Craft , arc yet generally ſhrew4 
Grefſers at Kight arid I/rong m Maceers of Fad,and 
{ranlaions of common life ) infomuch, that ma- 
Dy tireatned to fire theix way , and began to uſc 

Violence, 
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violence, Of which the Mayor and chief Officers 
having notice, they immediately repaired thi- 
ther , and by their Preſence and Authority, ſup- 
preſſed the Multicude, and preſerved the Kings 
Peace.z fo that hitherto the harm was but ſmall : 
and all this Combuſtion might ealily have been 
quenched and forgot , had not the Biſhop (whoſe 
ill-govern' d Servant was the Beginner and Cauſe 
of all the Broil) kindled the Fxel afreſh : And 
*cis ſaid, he the rather ſtirr'd in it, out of an old 
grudge which he had againſt the Citizens, becauſe 
they were generally lookt upon to be Favoxrers 
of Wickliffs Dofirine, But whatever the Motive 
was, a loud Complaint was made by him aqd other 
Prelates to the King , affirming , That 1f upon 
every paultry pretence the Citizens (ſhould be ſuf- 
fered thus to Affrront the Biſhops without Chaſtiſe- 
ment, they would endanger not only tne Dignity, 
but the Liberty of the' whole Church. The King was 
{o incens'd hereat , Cbeing prepared by tormer 
Provocations) that he was once reſolv'd to have 
raiſed an Army, and ztterly d:{troye-! the City, and 
mzde ſpoil thereof. Burt being perſwaded by more 
moderate Corncils, he only ſent for the Mayor and 
two Sheriffs , and Four and twenty Aldermen, and 
Four and twenty others of the ableſt Cztizens, to his 
Cozrt then held at Nottingham, where the ſaid Ti- 
mult and divers other Offences were laid to their 
Charge As that they had forteircd their Ovliga- 
tims tormerly given to the King, &c. They at 
firti refolv*d to jultihie their Inocency , and faith- 
fully engaged to fiand by one another : But it” 
ſeems there was falſhood in Fellowſhip,and as it of- 
ten happens in ſuch Caſes , ſonetrmarons Per- 
a” --* {0:5 
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ſons hoping to curry favour, Impeach'd the reſt,who 
again recriminated upon them, and ſo all were li- 
able to be undone , and therefore left themſelves 
wholly to the Kings Mercy , who. committed the 
Mayor to Windſor Caſtle , and the reſt to ſeveral 


_ Other places of Confinement, ſeizes the Liberties 


of the City into his own hands', and Annuls all 
their Priviledges , commands there ſhould be no 
more any Major be choſen , but that he would 
himſelf appoint one who ſhould be called Keeper 
of the City , and accordingly did qualifie one Sir 
Edward Dalyngrygge, (other Authors call him 
Balerygge ) with that Title , who being thought 
too Ds to the Citizens, was quickly remo- - 
ved, and Sir Baldwin Radington, a perſon of a 
rougher temper put in his place z And alſo the 
Terms and Courts of Fujtice, were removed to 
Jork, ; 
In the mean time , the Duke of Gloceſter and 
others were not wanting to Intercede with thc 
King on behalf of the Londoners , of whom the 
Principal, on Sunday next after the Aſſumption of 
S. Mary, waited on him at Windſor, and {ubmit- 
tcd to him, Themſelves and their Fortunes : With 
which he ſeemed ſomewhat well pacitied, and on 
the Iedneſday tollowing came towards London,be- 
ing met from the City with four hundred Men on 
Horſe-back , clad all in one Livery , an innume- 
rable multitude on foot, a ſolemn Proceſſion of the 
Clergy, and Five hundred Boys in Surplices : The 
Fronts of the Houſes adorned with Tapeſtry and 
Pifrres , the Conduits frecly running Wine, &«c. 
Pctides, they preſcnted the King with a Crown of 
Gold of great vahuc, and another of the ſame Me- 
ta! 
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tal to the Queen 3 together with a Pifixre of the 
Trinity worth 8Qo 1. and ſeveral other great Gifts : 
And ſo they obtained their Priviledges reſtored 
and confirmed to them, the Ele@ion of a Mayor, 
and all things as before : © And having been at all 
this Charge, doubted not but to be quiet and free 
from further Fine or Penajty, But herein they 
were deceived for notwithtianding all their Pre- 
ſents , the King yet upon ſuch ſubmiſſion before 
made, demanded and forced them to pay after all 
this, Ten thouſand porends, or elſe they muſt have 
ventured the Efetis of his new Diſpleaſwre. 

The Duke of Gloceſter having been furniſht 
avith Money to raiſe an Army, for an Expedition 
into Treland, ( of which the King had lately cre- 
ated him Dzke ) when his Troops were now juſt 
ready to march , and all things prepared, was on 
a ſudden without any cauſe Recall'd, and the Voy- 
age Countermanded, to the great Detriment as 
well of England as Ireland: For upon the Report 
of his Coming, almol: all the petty Iriſh Kings had 
adviſed one with another, and reſolved to ſubmit 
themſelves to the Engliſh. | 

The Year 1393, a Parliament at Wincheſter 
gave the King half a Tenth for the Clergy, and 


half a Fifteenth for the Latety, towards the Ex- 


pcnces of the Dukes of Lancaſter and Gloceſter, 
who were going into France, to Treat of a Peace 
between the two Crowns. The French King ſome- 
time before had lolt his Senſes, but was now pret- 
ty well recoyered, yet at this time narrowly cſ- 
caped with his life, from the Treachery of the 
Duke his Brother , who over-greedily Afpired to 
the Crown, For the King and ſeveral other Pex- 
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ſons of Quality dancing a Rural Maſk, to make 
themſelves appear more like thoſe Savages which 
they were to repreſent, had got on ſtrait Gar- 
ments cloſe to their Bodies , cover d over with 
Towe, which was fixt on with Rofin and Pitch to 
make it {tick the faſter; Now when they were 
buhie in the midſt of their Dance by Torch-light, a 
Viliain {uhorn'd by the Dake, clapt a Flambeau 
amongſt them, as if done by Accident , whereby 
in an infant the Tow and other Combujttbles took 
fire 3 but a Lady \ccing the danger, ſnatcht away 
the King before the flames ſeiz'd him, whilſt Four 
of the other Mykers, notwithſianding all the help 
imaginable was uſed, were immediately burnt to 
Death. 

In | England the Lord The. Piercy 1s made the 
King's Steward, and Sir William Scroop Chamber- 
Jain, a Perſon ( ſaith our Awthor )) than whom, mm 
all Mankind, there could not be found one more wicked 
or cruel, 

The year following, 1394, was chicfly remark- 
able for Funerals. Firli the Dutcheſs of Lancaſter 
Daughter to the King of Caſtile, was ſnatcht a- 
way 3 then the Connteſi of Derby her Daughter-in- 
I aw 3 next Queen Anne her {cif, whoſe Obfe equies 
were magniheently and at vaſt E Xpcences Celebra- 
trd by the King", and ſoon after died Iſabella 
Dutcheſs of Torh, : Nor was Death oncly contcnt to 
Iriumph over the La1ies, but alſo mowed down 
the Noble Sir Johi Hawhwood, a Knight whoſe 
Valor had rendred him Famors in many fotcign 
Nations, and no leis dear to his own. 

About Anguſt fined a Proclamation through- 
out England, { bat all the Iriih ſhould forthwith re- 
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turn home , and wait the Kings coming thither at * 
Lady-day next following, on pain of death. And 
indeed it was but time to ſend them packing 3 for 
ſuch multitudes were come over in hopes of gain, 
that they had left the Engliſh Pale in Ireland al- 
moſt quite deſolate : So that the natural wilde Triſh 
not yet Conquer'd, taking thereby an advantage, 
deftroy*d or pillaged the few Subjefis the King of 
England had remaining there, at their pleaſzre. 
And whercas King Edward the Third, when he 
ſcttl:d his Corrts of Faſtice, &c. in that Country, 
received from thence to his Exchequer Thirty 
thouſand pounds per annum 3 the ſame by reaſon of 
the want of Inhabitants, was not only loft, but on 
the contrary, the King fofc'd to be out of Pocket 
Thirty thouſand Marks every year in the neceſſary 
defence of his Territories there. EffcQtually to re- 
dreſs which, the King in Perſon about Michaelmas 
{aiPd into Ireland, attended with the Duke of G1o- 
ceſter, the Earls of March, Nottingham, Rutland,6&c. 
The Triſh unable to Cope with fo great a Force, en- 
deavoured onely to weary him with Alarms, Am- 
buſeades, and Skirmiſhes , but at laſt, divers of 
their petty Princes were glad to ſubmit to King 
Richard , of whom fome he kept as Hoſtapes for | 
ſccurity, others he diſmift upon Parole, And for 
the better ſettlement of Afarrs, Aſſembled a Par. 
liament tor Ireland at Dublin, and continued in 
that Kingdom till after Eaſter, 

In the mean time, Anno 1395, the Duke of 
York, Guardian of England during the Kings av- 
ſence, called a Parliament 'at London, eight days 
after Twelfth-tide ;, unto which was fent trom Tre- 


land the Duke of Glouceſter, who ſo zcalouſly repre- 
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ſented the Kings Neceſſities, by reaſon of the vaſt 
Expeuce he had been at in this neceſlary and no leſs 
advantageous than honourable Expedition into Ire- 
land ; that the Clergy were content to preſcnt his 
Majeſty with a Tenth, and the Commonalty with a 
Fifteenth : But not without a Proteſtation fir(t 
made, That they were not bound to grant the ſame 
De ſirito jure, but did it purely out of their Aﬀe- 
con to their King. 

The Lolards(ſo call'd.as Tritemius ſays,from Wal- 
ter Lollard a German, who flouriſht about the year 


1315. Or as others think from Lolizm, fignitying 


Darnel or Tares ; for being Followers and Diſciples 
of Wickeliff, the Clergy, and eſpecially the uy 
and Fryars,were not wanting to brand them wit 

ill Names, and reputed them as the Tares ſown by 


- the evil One in the Field of Gods Church ; did 


about this time publickly afix on the Dcors of 
S. Paul's Church, Accuſations of the Clergy, char- 
ging them with ſundry Abominations, and allo di- 
vers Conclufions touching Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, and 
the Sacraments of the Church. At which the Bi- 
ſhops were much diſturb'd, and according to their 
uſual Method, inſtead of clearing themſclyes, and 
confuting their Adverſaries by Scripture or Rea- 
ſon , endeavoured to fflence them by Clnb-law, 
diſpatching away the Archbiſhop of York,, and Bi- 
hop of London, into Treland to the King , intreat- 
ing him to haſten his return, to ſuccour Faith and 
Holy Church , that-were beth like to be undone 
by the Hereticks , who were contriving how to 
take away the'Poſſeſions of the whole Church, and 
overthrow all the Canonical Santtions., Upon this 
News, back comes the King trom Treland, and 
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takes ſeveral of the Chief Favourites of the Lol- 
lards to task , threatning moſt terribly if they 
ſhew'd them any* Countenance for the future. 

* But the Hereticks were not the onely Affliers of 
the Clergy at this time 3 but Birds of their own 
Neſts began to pluck their feathers too : for W:l- 
liam Axchbiſhop of Canterbury got a Bull from the 
Pope, Impowering him to levy throughout all the 
Dioceſſes of his Province, Four pence in the pound 
of all Ecclefiaftical Goods and Revenues , as well of 
thoſe Exempt, as not Exempt 3 and this without 
{o much as JO—_ any true or lawful Cauſe for 
the ſame. However, the Exccution of this Bull 
being committed unto the Archbiſhop of York, and 
the Biſhop of London, though many -of the inferi- 
our Clergy grumbled not a little, and complained 
thereof as unreaſonable , yet they were generally 
forced to ſubmit unto it. 

Anno Domini 1396, the Duke of Lancaſter, to 
whom the King had given the Datchy of Aquitain, 
and who had bcen at ineſtimable Charges in thoſe 
Parts, to Coneiliate to himſclt the Aﬀedions of the 
Tababitants > no ſooner had obtained the ſame, 
but he was ſuddenly recalPd from thence by the 
Kings Command. To which,though it ſeemed no 
leſs hard than wnexpefied, the Duke paid a pundnal 
Obedience, and was received it not with love, yet 
at leaſt with a ſhew of honour by the King, 5 from 
whom having obtain'd Licenſe to depart the 
Court, he haſtencd to Lincoln, and there to the ad- 
miration of all the Woyld, (by reaſon of the diſþa- 
rity of their 2zalities) was marricd to Katherine 
Swinford, who tor divers years before had been 
his Miſtreſs, © 

This 
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This year alſo the Pope wrote to the King, in- 
treating him to afliſt the Prelater of the Church in 
the Cauſe of God,and of him the (aid King and his 
Kingdom, againſt the Lollards, whom he declarcd 


to be Traytors not onely to the Church, but like-" 


wiſe to the King 3 and therefore did moſt car- 
neſtly preſs him , That whomſoever the Biſhops 
ſhould declare to be Heretickg , he would forth- 
with Condemn by his Royal Amuthority. But it 
ſcems the King was'too bufie otherwiſe to attend 
his Holineff's Commands , and to do his Prelates 
drudgery in butchering of Hercticks 3, for he was 


making mighty Preparations for a Voy4ge, not of . 


War, but of Gallantry, into France > where by a- 
greemcnt, the zwo Kings were to have a Perſonal 
Conference.” 

In order to which, King Richard paſſes over to 
Calice, and the French King, came down to Arde 
between which two Towns was the place appoin- 
ted for their Interview, and Megnificent Tents exc- 
&ed for their Entertainment. But firſt they inter- 
changeably. took an Oath, truly and rcligioully to 
obſerve the Sacred Laws of Amity at this Con« 
greſs, and that neither by themſclves or any of 
thcir Subjetts , Friends , Allies , or any other to 
their privity, or with their Allowance, there 
ſhould be contrived or ow any Hiftility , Sur- 
prize, Damage, or Diſtrerbance by the one Party to 
the other. And for further ſecrrity , the. Space 
between the two Royal Tents was GuardeFon ci- 
ther fide with Knights Armed , and drawn 
Swords in thcir hands 3 Foxr hundred Engliſh on 
the one hand, and Fozr hundred French on thc 


Otier. 
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The Twenty ſeventh of Offober the #wo Kings 
met, Four French Dukes waiting, on the King of 
England, and Five Engliſh Noblemen , viz, the 
Dukes of Lancaſter and Glouceſter, and the Earls of 
Derby, Rntland, and Northumberland, attending 
the French King. 

After an Enterchange of Complements between 
their Majeſties, it was firft by mutual conſent or- 
der'd, That a Chappel at both their equal Charge 
ſhould in the place of their Interview be Ercted , 
which ſhould be called, The Chappel of oxr Lady of ._ 
Peace : And on Saturday the Feaſt of S. Simon and 
Jude, on further Treaty, . it was accorded, That 
| there ſhould be a Ceſſation of Arms between the 
Two Crowns for. the term of Thirty years and 
that King Richard ſhould Eſpouſe Tſabel the 
French Kings Daughter , then not above Eight 
ycars old. On Sunday the two Kings dined toge- 
ther in King Richard's Tent, and on the Munday 
the French King brought thither the young Lady, 
who was entrulted to the Tuition of the Dutch- 
eſſes of Lancaſter and Glouceſter, and other Engliſh 
Ladics, who conveycd her with a Glorious Reti- 
nue to Calice, And ſoon after the two Kings in a 
moſt amicable manner took their Leaves of cach 
other. | | 

'Walfingham tells us, That beſides the Preſents 
made by King Richard to the French King and his 
| Nobles, amounting'to the value of Ten thouſand 
Marks ahd upwards , he ſpent in this Amorous 
Voyage aboveThree hundred thouſand Marks.And 
Truſſel xelates , That the Duke of Glouceſter was 
not 2-little offended botlr with the Match and the 
Truce, allcdging , That it was more meet to be it 
: Arms, 
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Arms than Amity with the Trench, who being in- 
feriour to the Engliſh in Comrage, did ever over- 
reach them in Craft , and being too weak for War, 
did oft-times prevail and get Advantages by Treaties 
of Peace, That the French Lady ( being but a 
Child) was a very unfit Match tor King Richard, 
as well by rcaſon of the DiÞarity of their Years, 
as for that he had no Ifſue by his firſt Wife, and 
was not like to have any by ths, unleſs perhaps 
in his old Age. But thele Arguments not prevail- 
ing, the Londoners however took the Contidence 
to petition the King 3 That ſeeing there was Peace 
with France, he would Releaſe them of the Subſidy, 
granted in the /aft Parliament, towards maintain- 
ing the Wars againſt that Crown. This Sit be- 
ing by them ſo importunately followed , as 
much perplexed the King , untill at length the 
Duke of Lancaſter afſured-them, That the procu- 
ring this Peace, had ſpent and loft the King Three 
bundred thouſand pounds , wherewith they were 
pacihed , though *tis probable not very well 
pleaſed. 

The Kzng being returned ſafe into England with 
his Baby-Bride, though not without the loſs of his 
Tents, and a great part of his rieh Furniture cali 
away by a Tempeſt in croſſing the Channel : The 
Earl of S. Pal was f{oon after ſent by the French 
King to Complement the young ©xeen, who ha- 


ving underſtood how earneſtly Gloceſter had in- þ 


veigh'd againlt this French Allzance , was (*tis 
ſaid ) an eminent Inſtrument in contriving and oc- 
cationing the dejtruciion of that Duke 3 adviting the 
King, that he was too dangerous 4 Subjet to be 
. ſuffered, and that it concern'd His Majeſty both 


in 
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in Honour to revenge the Diſgries which he had 


. by him formerly received , and in Policy to pre- 


vent the Dangers which he had cauſe ro fear, 
Hereupon the King grows jcalous of the Duke , 
and as that paſſion is reſtleſs, and apt tobe fed with 
the ſlighteſt Imaginations,ſo he began to pry more 
narrowly into his Deportment , watch his Words , 
and interpret both Them and his Aions to the 
worſt , framing to himſelf many vain Apprehen- 
fions and needle(s Diſquiets. 

To which another Accident not a little contri- 
buted 3 viz. the King having been paid the Mo- 
ney lent the Duke of Britain upon Breſt , Rede- 
livered the Town, and thereupon the Engliſh Soul- 
diers that were there in Garriſ{on,were 7 4 home 
who at a Feaſt which the King kept at Weſtmin- 
ter, coming in great numbers into the Hall : As 
ſoon as the King had Dined, the Duke of Glocefter 
askt him, IF be obſerved thoſe men that ſtood in ſuch 
Troops in the Hall ? Tes , marry (aid the King) 
Who were they? They were ({aid the Duke) thoſe 
Souldiers, who by your Surrendring up of Brett, are 
ſent home, and muſt now either ſteal or ſtarve. And 
{0 went on to tax the King ot an #nadviſed Deed, 
with words much more mnadviſed : Infomuch, that 
the King in great anger replycd,----'Wby, Uncle ! 
Do you think, me either 'a' Merchant, or a Fog, to fell 
my Lands ? By $. John Baptiſt, No but cold 
T refuſe to render the Town , when I was tendred the 
Money lent upon it And certain]y it ſhcews either 
ercat weakyeſs in the Duke , if Breſt were but a 
Mortgage, and he did not know it; or much Jn- 
juſtice 1k knowing it, he would yet have had the 
King todetain it againlt manifeſt Equity, Upon 
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this and the before-mentioned Provocations , there 
was !:indled in the 'Ling ſuch a Difpleaſure againſt 
the Dule, as could never afterwards be quench'd 
but by his Bl-od. And firſt he would often com- 
plain to the Dukes of Lancaſter and York , of the 
Duke of Gloceſters perverſeneſs in Adions and 
croſneſs in Speech z who endeavoured to excuſe 
him , and pacifie His Majeſtyz alledging , That 
their Brother indeed was more vehement than they 
could commend , but they durſt aſſure His Majeſty , 
That his Heart was dutiful and faithful z and that 
ſuch his vehemency proceeded from a zealous regard 
leſt His Majeſty and his Kingdom ſhould ſuffer ei- 
ther in Honour or Revenue , and therefore His Ma- 
jelty bad no cauſe either to fear ., or be offended with 
him. The King herewith ſeem'd to be fatished 3 
but however , the ſaid two Dukes not knowing 
how tar they might be involv'd in that Diſplea- 
{ire which they {till perceived he retain'd againſt 
their Brother, thought fit, for avoiding the worſt, 
to retire from Court , thereby giving, the Duke of 
Gloceſter's Enemies the greater opportunities to 
incenſe the King againſt him. Nor was it long 
before this black ſwelling Cloud of Royal Tndigna- 
01 barlt torth into actual Thunder, But firſt, 

In the Year 1397.a Parliament being furmon'd 
at London, the Duke of Lancajter cauſed the Tſe 
he had bcfore Marriage begot on Katherine Swyn- 
ford to be Legitimated 3, and at the ſame time was 
granted to tht King half a Tenth by the Clergy. 
Soon atter which, ing Ricyard , contrary to the 
Oath be had jo-merly taken, recal'd the Fudges from 
Ircland , whom by his conſent, the N»bles in the 0- 
ther Parliament wad for their Demczits baiiſht, 
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And certain idle Reports being ſpread, That he 
24s , or was like to be choſen Emperour : The King 
thereupon began to take upon him a greater Pore 
and Magnificence than ever before: To maintain 
which, he fleec'd the Common people , and bore 
rowcd almolt of every body great Sums of Mo- 
ney > So that there was no Prelate, City, or Czti- 
zen of Eſtate in the whole Kingdom, but furniſht 
the King out of their Stock. 

And now the Duke of Gloceſter being retired 
to his Houſe at Plaſhey in Efjex,the King, with the 
Earl of Nottingham Lord Marſhal, and the Earl ot 
Huntington,one day on a ſudden rode thitherwards, 
but left the Earl Marſhal with a fele&ed Troop 
in Ambuſcade in the Foreſt , whilſt the King and 
his Retinze rode dire&ly to the Dukes Houſe, who 
with all dutiful reſpect, and heartily welcome, re- 
ceives and entertains them : Which Treat being, 
over , the King deſires the Duke to accompany 
him towards London,who with a very ſmall Com- 
pany waited on him accordingly 3 but being come 
into the Foxcit, on a ſudden the King clapt Spurs 
to his Horſe, and the Duke was ſtopt by the Earl 
Marſhal , and by wiolence hurried to the Thames , 
there blindfolded, and againſt his will fipt, and 
carricd to Calice, (then an Engliſh Garriſon where 
he was kept cloſe Priſoner, till attcrwards privatc- 
ly put to death, | 

The next day the King invites the Earl of J/ar- 
wick to Dinner, and ſhew'd him very good Coun- 
tcnance 3 but upon his Return cauſed him ro be 
Arreſted and ſcnt to priſon. At the ſame time the 
Ear of Arundel was apprehended , and the Lord 
Covham,and Six fobn Cheney ſent to the Tower. 

| Theſe 
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Theſe frange Proceedings Alarm'd the whole 
Nation , therefore to quiet the people , a Procla- 
mation is iſſued , ſetting forth that theſe Noble- 
men were ſeized not for any of their old Offences, 
but for new Crimes which ſhould be diſcovered, 
and fairly procceded againſt in the nextParliament. 
Accordingly ſoon after He cauſed them to be In- 
difed, ſaborning (faith Walſingham ) Appealers 
to accuſe them in Parliament at Nottingham, viz. 
The Earl of Rutland, the Ear! Marſhal, the Earl 
of Kent, &c. In the mean time the King draws 
out a great power of Armed-men, | Multos Ma- 
lefafiores, our Author calls them ] from Cheſhire 
and Vles, whom he kept about him as a Guard 
tor his Pcrſon, 

About the Ofaves of the Feaſt of the Virgin 
Maries Nativity , a Parliament 'began at London, 
whereof one Sir Foþn Buſhy was Speaker, and Sir 
Wiliam Bagot, and Sir Henry Green , chief Stick- 
ters , Perſons of whom the Hiſtorians give this 
Character , That they were Proud, Ignorant, Co- 
vetous , and withal Ambition : To which might 

«be addcd, that they were moſt notable Flatterers 
r00, If it be true that Byhy in all his Speeches did 
not attribute to the King , Titles of Honour due 
and accuſtomed 3 but ſzech as were fitter for the 

 Miajiſty of Almighty God, than for any earthly 

Prince. By the Importunity of theſe men and 

others, all the Charters of Pardon tormerly granted 
by the King, were called into queſtion 3 the 

King protcliing they were drawn from him @- 

. gainſt his Conſent « The Clergy firſt gave their O- 

pinion , but ſomewhat ſparingly, That they 
thought” then they might be revoczble 3 and the 
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Temporal Lords ſhewed themſelves of the ſame 
opinion , but the Judges and Lawyers oppoſed it, 
How it was carried according tothe King's Incli- 
nation, and all the faid Pardons vacated and ai- 
nulPd. 

Having thus remov?d all Obſtacles , tlicy next 
fall roundly to work, only the Prelates pretend- 
ing a Scrupuloſity, that they might nor be preſent 
at Judgments of Blood, choſe Sir Henry Peircy 
their Procurator , and departed the Houſc. Firſt, 
Thomas Archbiſhop of Canterbury was accuſed for 
executing the Commiſſion againit Michal de Pole, 
for which his Temporalities were ſeiz?d, his Lands 
and Goods forteited, and he himſclt adjudged ro 
perpetual Baniſhment, and to depart the Kc.4l- 
within ſix Weeks. In whole place the King cau- 
ſed to be preferred his Treaſurer Koger de Walden, 
who, becauje ( ſaith our Author ) he preſu?d 
to aſcend to the Bed of his living Father ; (that is, 
to take the Archbiſhoprick whilſt the ſaid Thomas 
ſurvived) was two years afterwards turn?d onr 
by the Authority of the Pope, Sir R. Bakey tells 
us, That when this Archo:ſhop was firit accuſed of 
Treaſon, he offered to make his Defence , but Sir 
Fobn Buſhy beſought the King, That he night not 
be admitted tro Anſwer, leſt by his great Wit and Ciun- 
ning, he might lead men away to believe him, If all 
their Proceedings were like this, we may eaſily 
guels at the 7«ſt:ce of the reſt. 

In the next place, They proceeded to Fud?- 
ment againſt the Earl of Arundel, who in vain 
pleaded the Benefit of his Pardon, for he was not- 
witſtanding ſentenc?d to be Drawn , Hang*d ard 
Ruartered, which was mitigated by the King in- 
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to the favour of Beheading, The Earl when callcd 
to Anſwer , Condemn'd , and at his Death be- 
trayed not the leaſt ſymproms either of Guilt or 
Fear ;, But oſerving the Earls of Nottingham and 
Kent ;, (of whom the firſt was his Son-:n-Law, the 
ſecond his Nephew) to be bery buſie at his Exe- 
cution : He calmly ſaid to them, Truly it 
mitht have beſeemed you at leaſt rather to have Aa 
abſent ; but the time will come ere-long , that as ma- 
ny ſhall ynarvel at your Mzisfortune , as they do now 
at mine. This Earl was wonderfully beloy'd by 
the Comorns; and IWalſingam affirms, That the 
King was afterwards haunted with an Imagination 
of his Ghoſt, not being able to cloſe his Eyes, but 
ſtrait he fancied Arundel ſtood before him: And 
the more to diſturb him, 4 27iracle was reported, 
That his Head of it ſelf was grown to his Body : 
Which was aſſerted with ſo much Confidence,that 
the King cauſed his Tomb to be opened, to dil 
prove the Fittion; and underſtanding that ſtill 
the People went on Pilgrimage thither as to the 
Shrine of a Saint , or Martyr , cauſed the Augu- 
ftin Fryays in London, amongſt whom he was b- 
ried, to take down his Scutcheons, and abſcond his 
Grave, bylaying a zew Pavement over it. 

The Lord Thomas Beauchamp Earl of Warwick, 
upon his Arraignment, did not carry himſelf with 
ſo much Courage and Gallantry, but confeſs?d with 
Tears he had heen a Traytor in joyning with the 
Duke of Gloceſter , and other Lords formerly 
acting againſt the Kings pleaſure: Therfore 
thogh condemned to Die, the King remitted 
that Puniſhment , and only ordered him to per- 


petual Impriſenment in the Iſle of Man, The Lord >» 
Cobham 
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Cobham was alſo baniſhr, though there was no new 
Matter againſt him: But only that he had been- 
appointed by Parliament, to be one of the Commiſ- 
> + of Inſpettion before mentioned, in the tenth 
year of hisReigh. 

. As for the Duke of Gloceſter, having ſo great 
an Intereſt in the Afe&ions of the People, it was not 
thought ſafe to bring him to a publick Tryal, but 
concluded with more Policy than Jwjtice, to 
pur him to death ſecrerly, without either Conws- 
thou or Examination: And therefore being a 
cloſe Priſoner as aforeſaid at Callice, he was by cer- 
tain Ruffians ordered thereunto by Nortingam 
Earl Marſhal , ſuddenly one Night ſtrangled or 
ſtifled ro death between two Feather Beds, Thus fell 
this Great, and (for ought we find in Writers of 
thoſe times) Good Prince, the Son of One , and 
Uncle of another King , and fo beloved of the Peo- 
ple, that with him ( ſaith Walſingham) the general 
Hope and Comfort of the Commonalty of the Land ex- 
pired, 

And now the K:ng cauſed the Parl:ament to be 
Ajourradtill after Chriſtmes, and then to ſit again » 
at Shrewsbury. 

Where in the: beginning of the_Year. 1398, 
they met accordingly; and the King. by the Inre- 
reſt he had made-'amonegſt them, :cauſed nor. only 
all the Proceedings of the Parliament in the Tenth |! 
Year of his Reign, -to be Condemned and Annulkd; 
But alſo obtained a Conceſſion fromthem, That af- 
ter the preſent Parliament ſhould: break up, les: 
whole Power ſhould yet be Conferred upon and re- 
main in. certain Perſons by them particularly named, 
or any Seven or Eight of them. Who by vertue of 
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ſuch Power granted, did afterwards procced to 
Att and determine many things concerning the - 
Publick State of the Nation, and properly the Work. 
of a Parliament, to the great prejudice of the 
Realm, | 
And to fix himſelf more firm with Friends, or 
Hluſtrate his Triwphs over thoſe he thought 
his Enemies : The King about this time was moſt . 
liberal in Conferring of Honours , Creating no 
leſs than Five new Dukes, of whom one was the 
Earl of Derby, made Duke of Hereford ; and an 
other the Earl of Nottingham, ( probably for his 
good Service in diſpatching the Dake of Gloceſter ) 
raited to the Title of Dake of Norfolk ; One 
Dutcheſs, One Marqueſs, and Four Earls : A- 
mongſ{ whom he made a Diſtribution of a great 
part oi the Lands of the Duke. of. Gloceſter, and of 
the Earls of Arundel and Warwick; imagining by 
this double Boxnty of Honour and. Eſtate to ſupport 
z7t, to have tycd them with a double Obligation of 
Duty and Afﬀettien: Not conſidering that hired 
Friends tor the molt part are {ſeldom either ſarssfied 
or /xre; but rather like ſome. Ravens that Naru- 
ralifts tell of in Arabia, which being fall-gorg?d, 
have very ſweet tuneavle Notes ; but empry, ſcriech 
mol horribly. 

Furthermore, to gratifie the Cheſhire-men, who 
had chieflly aſhiſted him and his late Favorztes, he 
qualified that County with the Name, and Dignity 
of a Principality, and added to the reſt of his own 
Titles, that of Prince of Cheſter. 

A General Pardon was alſo granted for all Of- 
fences to all the Kings Subjetts, but clogg?*d with 


a ſtrange Clayſe of Exception , exempting Fifty 
perſons 
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Perſons in number, from the Benefit thereof, whoſe 
Names were not expreſſed, but left to the Kings 
own knowledge and pleaſure; to the end, thar if 
afiy of the Nobility ſhould happen any way to 


diſpleaſe, he might nominate him or them to be 


of the Number excepted, and ſo ſtill keep them 
within his danger. By which Reſervation the Ge- 
neral Pardon became no Pardon at all, ſince no 
man in England could aflure himſelf that he was 
included in it. 

Laitly, To Corroborarte and add the greater eſt eem 
to the ' Atts and Proceedings of this Parliament , 
King Richard purchaſed the Popes Bulls contain- 
ing grievous Cenſures and Curſes on all that ſhould 
preſume to break or oppoſe them : Which were 
iolemly publiſhed at Pauls Croſs, and other places 
throughout England. 

All things ſucceeding thus ſuitable to the Kings 
pleaſure ;, the Heads of the Party that oppoſed his 
Will, having loſt their Heads : the Nobles afraid, 
and the Commons unable to expreſs their Reſent- 
ments, any otherwiſe than in Sighs , or whiſper?d 
Murmurs 'and Complaints: His Officers of State , 
His Laws, nay His very Parliament, all modelPd 
to, His Deſigns, He could not but ſing Requiems to 
His Soul, and look upon himſelf in a Condition 
altogether happy and ſecure. When yet to ſhew 
that there is ſtill an over-ruling Providence that can 
blaſt all Projcis, though never ſo ſubtlely laid, if 
not founded on Equity , and carried on with 7#- 
ftice: A Monarch Paramount, who confoundeth 
the Councils of Princes, and 1s terrible to the Kings 
of the Eatrh; when once they become diſobedient 
unto, and forgetful of him : Behold on a ſudden, 
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all his Af airs by unexpected Means and unlikely 
Inſtruments, are embroid more than ever, and 
this great Prince left ſo deſtitute of Power , or 
Friends ,, as to be forced, without ſtriking one 
ſtroke , to ſurrender his Crown z and ( which was 
yet more greivous to a generous Mind) acknow- 
ledge himſelf both unworthy and unfitto wear it 
any longer, 

This Wonderfnl Cataſtrophe has ſince been 
thought to have been fore-ſhewn by ſome prod:- 
gious Tokens, thzt happened about this time : -As 
that in this Year 1398, when almoſt throughout 
all England, all the Bay-rrees withered , and after- 
wards beyond all expectation, grew greez again. 
And another perhaps. more remarkable , on New- 
Years Day tollowing, When a very dcep River 
running between the Yillages of Surlleſton and 
Harewod near Beaford, on a fudden ſtopt irs Courſe, 
and divided it ſelf, ſoas that for thre Miles ſpace 
the Channel remain?d ary, 

But waving ſuch wncertain Preſages , if we con- 
{ider the ſeveral Sreps that led to this grand 7u- 
ration - The firſt both in order of teme , and Influ- 
ence, may be reckon?d that of the Baniſhment of 
the Duke of Hereford, Son of the. Duke of Lan- 
caſter : This was occaſioned by means of a Quar- 
rel between Him and loubray Duke of Norfolle, 
but what the grounds were of that Quarrel, is 
{ſomewhat differently reported by Authors, for 
though all agree, ?twas about certain words ſpoken 
ro the Kings diſhenour , yet of whit ' nature thoſe 
words were , 1s not ſo certainly related, But the 
beſt, that is, moſt probable account thereof , that 1 
Cn meet with, is as follows. 
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The Duke of Hereford, either diſdaining the 
undeſcrued Favours and Advancement of ſome Per- 
ſons about the K»2g, or diſiking that his Sove- 
reign ſhould be abuſed, and his Countrey oppreſt 
by ſuch ## I:ſiruments; or perhaps to ſhew his 
own kill and ſufficiency in the Art of Government , 
happened one day in familiar Conference with the 
Dake of Norfolk; to complain, that the King too 
much undervalued the Princes of the Blood, and 
much diſcouraged the reſt of the Ancient Nob:- 
liry from intermedling in Publick, Afﬀairs : That 
inſtead of uſing their able Adwce and Service, He 
was engrolled by a few Upſt4rt Favourites of baſe 
Birth, and baſer ©ualities; having no ſufficien- 
cy either for Council in Peace, or Courage in War - 
And whoſe diſhoneſt Conditions had deſervedly 
contracted an Odium and Contempt of the whole 
Realm; whereby the Honour of the Kings Perſon 
was much obſcured, the ſafety of his Eſtate endan- 
ger*d, and the Dignity of the Engliſh Nation not 
a little impaired : And that it was high time, that 
the King ſhould provide ſome Redreſs herein. 
Andall this he proteſted he mention?4d not out of a 
Fog to ary perticular perſon, but out of Com- 
paſſion for ſo publick Grievance, and zealozs Duty 
to his Soveraign. And therefore deſired the ſaid 
Duke , that he being one of the Kings Cabiner- 
Council , would be pleaſed to diſcover unto His 
Majeſty , theſe Enormities and Dangers , that by 
AY the One, he might happily prevent the 

ther. 

To theſe, or ſome ſuch diſcourſes, the Duke of 
Norfolk, ſeemed much to adhere, aſſuring Here- 
ford, that in theſe Apprehenſions he had but Copied 
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his own Thonghts , and ſeemed not only to ap- 

prove of what he ſaid , but promiſed to improve 
his Intereſt towards a Regulation of the Matters 

Complained of. And:perhaps had the words been 

afterwards by him but as faithfully related, and 

by the 1772 as candidly taken, as they were freely 

and innocently intended , many AM/chiefs might 
haye been avoided. But on the contrary , they 
were maliciouſly miſ-recited, and much miſ-con- 
ſtrued : For the Duke of Norfolk had formerly 
tided with the Lords, yet it ſeems Preferment had 

taken him 0, and he was now become wholly ad- 
dicted to humour the King: And therefore to 

ſcruc himſclf yet further into favour , acquaints 

him with theſe Complaints of the Duke of Here- 
ford, but ſo exaggreared, and intermixt with re- 
ticctive Additions, that the King was highly in- 
cenſed, and calling Hereford before him, charged 
kim therewith, who denying a great part thercof, 
and 1Verfolk as ſtoutly aſſerting it, the former chal-- 
lenged the latter to the Combare, who readily ac- 
cepted thereof, whichat laſt the King allows, aſ- 
ſigning Coventry the place, and Arnguſt tollowing 
tor the time of deciſion, 

And though it bznot much material to our Hi- 
ſtory, yet to gratify the vulgar Readers Curioſity, 
it will perhaps be no unwelcome dzgreſſion,to relate 
the Formality of the intended Duel, 'hetween theſe 
two Puilſant Pecrs. On the day thereſore appoin- 
ted, cach of them attended with a ſplendid and 
numerous Retinue, appears : The Duke of Albe- 
niirle was pro T exypore, made High Conſtable , and 
the Dake of Surry, Hich Marſnal : who came to 
the Liſts Honourably attended with Rich Lrve- 
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ries 3 ſuitable to their greatneſs , each of their 
Servants carrying Tipſtaves for clearing the Field. 
Where, firſt the Duke of Hereford as Challenger, 
mounted on a White Courler, in Capariſons of 
Green and Blew Velyet, Embroidered thick with 
Swans and Antilopes, armed Cap- 4-pe, with his 
Sword drawn, approached the Liſts: of whom the 
Marſhal demanding who he was! received this An- 
ſwer,—1 am Henry of Lancaſter, Duke of Hereford, 
that am come hither to do my Devoir, againſt Thomas 
HMoubray , Duke of Norfolk: as a falſe Traytor to 
God, the King, the Realm,and me. And then taking 
his Oath, that his Qurrel was true and juſt , deſi- 
red liberty to enter the Liſts, which being gran- 
ted, he put up his Sword, pull*d down his Beaver, 
fend himſelf on the Fore-head with the Croſs, 
took his Spear, and palling the Barriers, diſmount- 
ed, and fat down in a Chair of Green Yelver, pla- 
ced in a Travers of Green and Blew Velvet, at one 
end of the Lilts. 

Then King Richard enters the Field with great | 
Pomp, accompanied with the Earl of S. Paul,zwho ' 
came out of France on purpoſe to be a Spettator of 
the Combat, and attended with molt of the No- 
bles of England, and a Guard of Ten Thouſand 
men in Arms, to prevent any ſudden Tumult, or 
diſorders. His Majeſty being ſeated in a Chazr of 
State : one of the Kings at Arms made Proclama- 
tion, That none. but ſuch as were appointed to Mar- 
ſvall the Field, ſhould rouch any part of the Liſts, up- 
on pain of Death, Which ended, another Herald 
crycth, --—Behold, here Henry of Lancaſter, Duke 
of Hereford Appellant , who us entred into the Royal 
Liits, to do hu devoir againit Thomas Moubray 

Duke? 
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Duke of Norfolk : upon pain of being counted falſe 
and Recreant. 

Immediarly upon this, appeared the Duke of 
Norfolk, bravely mounted, his Horſe barhed with 
Crimſon-velyet, embroydered with Lions of Silver, 
and Mulberry Trees proper, and having taken a like 
Oath bcfore the Conſtable and Marſhal, that his 
Quarrel was Krght and Juſt , entred the Field; 
crying 2loud , God aid the Right; and then light- 
ed from his Horſe , placing himſelf in a Chair of 
Crimſon Velvet oppoſite to Hereford , at the 0- 
ther end of the Liſts, the Marſhal viewed their 
Spears, to ſee that they were of equal length, and 
carried the one himſelf to the Duke of Hereford, 
and ent the other by a Knight, tothe Duke of 
Norfolk, This done, Proclamation was made, to 
' mount, and addreſs theinſelves to the Combat. Upon 
which the Dukes inſtantly mount their Horſes, 
cloſed their Beavers, caſting their Spears into their 
Reſt,when the Trumpet founded, and the Duke of 
Hereford put his Horſe forward , but before Nor- 
folk ſtirred, the King caſt down his Warder, and 
the Heralds cryed, ſtay ſtay! Then the King 
cauſing the Spears to be taken from them, they 
teturned to their Chairs, whilſt he retired to Conn- 
cil, todevate what was fit tobe done in ſo weighty 
a cauſe : where after two Hours debate, their 4oo-: 
was agreed upon: withont fighting , and one Sir 
John Bonray, by the Kings Command, after ſilence 
proclaim?d, read their Sentence, which was thus: 
Thar foraſmnch as the Dukes Appellant, and De- 
fendant, þad honourably appearcd in the Liſt 
Royal, and were not only ready but forward to 
entertain the Combat, thercſore it being an Af- 
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fair of great conſequence, for avoiding the Effuſion 
of Chriſtian Blood, the King by the advice of his 
Council had decreed : That Hezry Duke of Heye- 
ford, ſhould within 1 5 days depart the Realm, not 
to return within the ſpace of Tex Years, on pain of 
Death : without the Kings ſpecial Licence z and 
after a Second Proclamation, Sentence of Baniſh- 
ment was alſo read againſt the Duke of Norfolk, 
but with theſe ſeveral aggravations. Firſt that the 
ſame was for Life, Secondly, that the Cauſe there- 
of was expreſſed to be, for having wctered Sediti- 
ous words, whereof he conld not produce any proof ; 
And Thirdly, it was added as part of his further 
puniſhment, That the King ſhould receive the Re- 
venues of his Lands until he were ſatisfied, all ſuch 
Sums of Money, as the ſaid Duke had taken out 
of the King's Coffers, on pretence of paying the 
Garriſon of Callice. 

And further it was proclaimed , That no per- 
ſon from thenceforth ſhould preſume to Perz#407,07r 
Intercede with the King, in the behalf of either of 
theſe Dukes, toalter this ſentence, on pain of his 
Majeſties high diſpleaſure; which being ſo decla- 
red, the King called them borh before him , and 
took of them a Soulemy Oath , That they ſhould 
never Converſe together beyond the Seas, nor 
willingly come into each other?s Company. 

The Duke of Norfolk ſoon after, 1n great grief 
and trouble of mind, departed into-Germany, and” 
from thence to Yerice, where in a (hort time he 
died with ſorrow, leaving this cautionary Leſſon 
to all Courtiers , That greatneſs abuſed by whiſpe- 
ring untruths , draweth , if diſcovered , certainty 0 
deſtruttion. And obſervable it is, that his Baniſh- 
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ment was pronunced on the wery day Twelve 
Month, on which the Duke of GloceFter, had by his 
' order been Murdered at Calice, ſojuſt is the Divine 
Nemeſis : not only in revenging ill aftions, but 
cauſing the puniſhment to be attended with ſuch 
GEE as may make the world take notice 
of it. 
' The Duke of Hereford took his leave of the 
King, at Elrham, behaving himſelf fo reſpectfully, 
that his Majeſty was there pleaſed to declare, he 
would abate 4 Tears of his Exilement : yet could 
not that pacify the Murmurs of the people, who 
could not be perſwaded tiiat there was any cauſe 
for his being Baniſht at all, Exclaiming that it was 
againſt the Law of Arms, the cuſtome of rhe 
Realm, andall Juſtice ; that he ſhould be Exil'd, 
who had ſo honourably offered to mantain his Ap- 
peal according to the Law of the Field. Hedi- 
rected his courſe from England to Paris, where 
he was nobly received bythe French King, and 
found ſuch favour in that Court : That he was of- 
fered in Marriage, the only Daughter of the Duke 
of Berry: the ſaid Kings Uncle. But King R:- 
chard having notice thereof, uſed means to ſtop the 
proſecution of that Treaty. | 
He had not been gone many Months , but his 
Father, the Duke of Lancaſter, pays Nature her 
Debt ; his Death perhaps being haſtened by rhoſe 
Impreſſions of grief, which this diſgrace of his Son 
might occaſion .on his Spirits. The Character gi- 
ven this Duke by Hiſtorians , ſpeaks him a man 
well adviſed and wary, an approver of ſafe Coun- 
cils with reaſon, rather than Fortunate Exploits 
with hazzard: One that was ncither negligent, =_ 
| ambl- 
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amMbitiouſly tender of Glory, and therefore de- 
ported himſelf towards the King his Nephew, in 
terms honurableand reſpective enough / 0g mo- 
derate Prince, and yet not ſo plauſible as an uncol- 
lected = mayer » and the depravity of the Court 
might deſire, . whereby little happened unto him 
Extraordinary: either in 'Prejudice or Prefer- 
ment. | | 

By his Death , the Dutchy of LancaFey , did 
lineally deſcend to his Eldeſt Son, the ſaid Duke 
of Hereford, But (as the Nature 'of Man is very 
Prone to hate thoſe whom he hath injured) the 
King forthwith ſeizes all the Lands and Goods of 
the deceaſed Duke , endeavoured to perpetuate the 
Baniſhment of the Young Duke, and revoked the 
Letters Patent he had granted and conſented unto, 
forenabling the ſaid Dukes Attornies to ſue out 
his Ouſter Le Main and Livery of thoſe Lands, 
which during his Exite, ſhould deſcend to him, his 
Homage being formerly concluded upon to be Re- 
ſpited at a reaſonable Fine. And all this without 
any Crime alleadged (that we can hear of) againſt 
the Father, whereby he ſhould have forfeited his 
Eſtate : or new Proyocation given by the Son, 
whereby a Cloud might arile for his being deprived 
of it. | 

This ſeverity could not but enrage the Duke, 
who was already ſufficiently diſconrented at his 
Baniſhment, nor were the People ſparing to Ex- 
claim (where they durſt) againſt theſe proceedings 
as unjuſt , and thence to contra, firft, a Pity, 
and afterwards an high eſteem for this Exil'd No- 
ble-man, who though not the ImmediateHerr pre- 
ſumptive to the Crown, ( for Edumund —— 

ar 
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Earl of March, was therein before him, the Right 
having by Parliament ( the common Arbitrator it 
that caſe in thoſe daies,) been formerly declared 
to be in his Father, as being Son of Phillipa, the 
Daughter of Lionel, the Third Son of King Ed- 
ward the Third, whereas, the late Duke of Laenca- 
ter, was but the Fourth Son of that King. ) Yet 
being ſo near it, and thus exaſperated , they 
thought he might ſtep overethat Obſtacle. Ss jus 
wviolandum Regni causa violandum eſt. They knew 
him to be an aCtive Prince, and of great Courage 3 
and therefore generally fixc their Eyes on him, as 
the man that muſt be their deliverer from thoſe 
grievances and preſſures, under which they lay 
gaſping. And indeed their condition-could not 
but be very uneaſie, for the-King having gotrid of 
two of his Uncles, viz. Gloceſter and: Lancaſter, 
(one murdred , the other naturally deceaſed}) and 
the Third, which was Yozk, either indiſdain for 
the Indignity offered to his Nephew Hereford, or 
indiſtruſt of his own ſafety, being retired with his 
Son, the Duke of Albemarle, to his Houſe at Lang- 
ley, look*c upon himſelt as abſolutely Hors de Page, 
free from any Controul, with which their unwel- 
come gravity was wont ſomtimes to check his irre- 
gular Appetite; and therefore now took a greater 
Liberty than before, to diſoblige and haraſs his 
People. For thus we find the condition of thoſe 
times deſcribed. 

That the King abandoned hiinſelf to ſloth, and. 
lay plunged in the ſoft, but deſtru%tive Charms of 
pleaſure;by whoſeexample the Nobility too much 
gave themſclyes up to Eaſe and Luxury; whereby. 
Cowardice and Effeminacy crept in , and ig 
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wrack was made bath of Manhood and Reputation, 
The chief Afairs of State had long been Bias'd 
by private reſpefts , which made the Nation de- 
cline as well in Riches as Honour:and all things be- 
ing out of due Motion, the Commor-weal ſeem?®d not 
ſo much by degrees, 2s with a main Courſe,and at 
once precipating into inevitable Ruine. The Noz- 
thern parts by frequent loſſes, almoſt conſumed by 
the Scors, who had taken ſeveral important Poſts, 
and defaced all the Countrey with Slaughter, and 
Devaſtations Towards the South, the Merchant 
Ships were daily ſurprized by the French , who 
likewiſe frequently pillaged the Sea-coaſts : And 
of the Kings Hereditary Dominions in France, 
many ſtrong holds were loſt by negligence, or ſold 

by ill adviſe and Treachery. Forces ſometimes 
were often pretended to be ſent over for their de- 
fence, but fo ſcatteringly, at ſuch unſeaſonable 
times, ſo ill accommodated, or under ſuch indiſ- 
creet conduc, that they were occaſions rather of 
loſs, than help. Afﬀairs were managed by ſuch as 
neither Nature had deſign?d, nor Education pre- 
pared,nor Experience qualihed for Politicians; but 
corrupt or ignorant Miniſters by flatteries and 
baſe Arts ſwai*d in the Kings affections, and diſpo- 
ſed of all things at their pleaſure,keeping him as it 
were beſeiged from any better adviſe. The profygs 
and revenues of the Crown ; nay, the whole King 
dome was ler to farm, the King making himſelf only 
a Landlord, and challenging no greater privi- 
ledge by his Reign, than a d:ſſolute and uncontro- 
led Life. Great Sums of Money , were by new- 
* found andunwonted means every day rather extor= 
ted from , than voluntarily granted by the gt 
where 
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whereof no advantage accrew?d to the Kingdoms 
only private pleaſures were maintain*d at an extra- 
vagant Rate, and wmwortby Favourites advanced. To 
theſe, the King was fo exceſſively Liberal, that he 
was forced to borrow, begg, and extort in many 
places, to ſupply this vain laviſh humour , undo- 
ing many without cauſe, to Inrich a few without 
deſert. Over and above the Tenths, and Fifteenths, 
and ſuch uſual Taxes, which were many times ga- 
thered double in one Year , ſtrange Impoſitions 
were deviſed and put in practiſe, ſometimes exact- ' 
ing 124. per poll, of every Subject, 6s. 84. of 
every Prieſt , and Religious Perſon : great Sums 
drawn from the People under the favourable Term 
of Benevolence, and ſo much borrowed upon Privy- 
Seals , that no Man of Ability could eſcape his 
Loan, though very ſeldom any repayment was 
made. : | 

'And to add to all former burdens this preſent 
Year, 1399. Hecharged 17 whole Counties with 
taking part againſt him heretofore with theDuke of 
Gloceſter, and the reſt of the Lords, and threatned 
'with Armed force, to ſpoil and deftroy them as publick. 
Enemies, And having thus affrighted them, ſent 
certain Commillioners, Biſhops, and Lords Tem- 
poral, to all the ſaid ſeveral Shires, to let them 
know his heavy diſpleaſue: And that without due 
acknowledgment of the Offence , and Submiſſion 
to his mercy, he could not receive them into his 
Grace and Favour : whereby they were -prevailed 
upon,to own themſelyes Traytors under their Hands 
and Seals, Which was no ſooner obtained , but 
they were compelÞPd to pay inſupportable Sums of 
Money, for the Redemption of their Lives and E- 
| ſtates, 
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ſtates; and procuring their Peace , whereby they 
were all ſo impovyeriſht, that few wereable to ſub- 
fiſt, none at preſent to reſiſt. And yet further to 
make Conſcience it ſelf acceſſary to ſlavery : New 
Oaths were impoſed, not warranted by any Law; 
andthe People conſtrained to Seal Blank Charters, 
and Obligations, anddeliver them to the Kings uſe, 
wherein whatſoever he pleaſed might afterwads be 
inſerted: 9 EE | 
The King bearing ſo heavy an hand over his 
People, ?tis no wonder if they bear an hard Heart 
towards him; who being ſhallow in Judgment , 
and not able to cover his Vices, but with a Cloak 
of ſeeming terrible and powerful, became firſt ha- 
ted, andafterwards contemptible, and drove many 
of his Subjects to an Inclination' to Reyolt , as re- 
ſolved rather to run the hazzard of a ſpeedy ruine 
by Rebellion, than to periſh by ſuch a lingring 
Death of ſlavery. | 
In order hereunto, there had been ſome over- 
tures very privately made by Letters to the Duke 
of Hereford, .importuning his ſpeedy return into 
England: remonſtrating; that as well for the pub- 
lick good of the Realm, as for their 09a particular 
ſafeties they ſhould be forced to ule force for their 
deliverance from theſe intollerable oppreſſions,and 
therefore ſolliciting him to be pleaſed, bur to maxe 
the Head, and they would furniih the Boay, with 
an able Army, and not only help him 1n bare wiſhes 
and advice, but would joyn Hearts and Hands to 
adventure their Lives and Fortunes in his Quarrel, 
which was alſo their own, ſo that the danger ſhould 
be common:to all, the Glory only his. 
- The Duke entertained . theſe Adrefſes with 
N great 
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great warineſs, and fuch moderation : that he 
ſeem?d rather worthy of a Kingdom, than deſi- 
rous of it. But to Whet him to an Edge,and ſettfe 
his Reſolutions for the Enterprize , there wanted 
not an apt and polirick Inſtrument. This was The» 
mas Arundel, late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who 
being with the other Biſhops in the Parliament, 
when his Brother the Earl of Arundel, together 
with the Earl of Warwick, &c. were called into 
queſtion , becauſe Clergy-men by the Canons are 
commanded, not to be -preſent at any 7#dgment of 
Blood + He and the reſt of that Order , departed 
the Houſe, Upon which occaſion being abſent,not 
- only his Brother was condemned for high Treaſon, 
and Executed, as you have heard , but he himſelf 
Baniſh*r the Realm , his goods ſeized as forfeit; 
and his Archbiſhoprick conferr'd on another. This 
Prelate after this Diſaſter, did with divers of his 
Confederates, by ſeveral ways, and in ſtrange diſ- 
guiſes, come to Parr, and in the Houſe of one 
Clomigey, where the Duke had taken Lodgings , 
had frequent Conferences with his Grace tonchs 
ing the Afﬀairs of England; Their debates you 
may Imagine, were managed with the ſtricteſt fe- 
crecy. AndI have alwaies been of Opinion, that 
it better becomes a Romance, than a ſerious Hifto> 
79, for the Author to forge ſer Speeches on ſuch 
occaſions: wherin, though he may pleaſe, he does 
but deceive the Reader, for how fuitable ſoever 
_ he may contrive them, yet *s forty to one but the 
parties themſelves, might make ufe of very diffe- 
rent 7opicks ; Without gueſſing therefore at their 
word , let it ſuffice to ſay , their Conſultations 
terminated in a Reſult, that the Duke. ſhould ad- 
of . venture 
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venture himſelf oyer- into Englernd, and try hi 
Fortune, upon' the firſt convenient opportunity; 
Which ſoon preſented it ſelf the moſt iovitingly 
that could be imagined. Vie: 
The Earl of arch, appointed by the King tb 
be his Liemenant in Ireland , expofing his perſon 
too adventnroufly,was ſlain by the Wild Iriſh,which 
fo exaſperated King Richard, that he reſolvet'in 
perſon to revenge his Death. In order to which 
he raifed a great Army, but not without grievous 
Charge to his Subjects, and about Whzrſontiae, ſet 
forwards , accompanied with the Dukes of Albe- 
marle, and Exeter , divers of the Nobles , and 
many Mitred Prelates, amongſt whom , was the 
Abbot. of Weſtminſter, a chiet Favourite ; and ta+ 
king with him, not only the Sons of the Dake of 
Glocefter,and Hereford, (whom he pretewged to in+ 
ſtrut by that expedition inthe” Kudiments of 
War : bat indeed ſecured them as Hoſtages, to pre- 
vent any attempts, that might be made in his Ab- 
ſence by their Relations, of whom he' was moſt 
apprehenſive.) But alſoall bis Treaſure,” Jewels, 
Plate, and Royal Robes: as ifhe had defign'd, (as 
in the eyent it effeCtually prov?d) to have taken a 
_ leave of his Kingom, and Dignity here in Ex- 
Ad. X 
Beſides theſe general diſcontetits 6f the People; 
occaſioned by the former ill-condact, and opprefli- 
ons of Corrupt Miniſters of ſtate, he juſt upon his 
departure, ſtumbled upon another Etror in Poli: 
ticks; for being at Briſtol, it was ſuggeſted tg 
him.;. That Henry Piercy, Earl of: Northumberland , 
with others his Partiſans, intended ſome diſſoyal 
Attempt; and therefore did not tender their ſervice 
$3eh N 2 iq 
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41 this Expedition * whereupon by a purſevant, he 
commanded the ſaid Earl with all the Forces he 
could raiſe forthwith to repair tohim : whereun- 
to, the Earl by a Letter returned an excuſe, inſtead 
.of Compliance , wtreating his Majeſty ro conſt- 
der; how little neceſſary it would be for the 1riſþ 
Service,and indeed dangerous to the whole Realm, 
to draw men from ſuch remote places, in regard 
thoſe Rebels were neither ſo many, nor ſo mighty, 
but that the King had already ſufficient Forces, to 
reduce them to Obedience; and to disfurniſh the 
Northern parts of their ſtrength, would but give 
an opportunity to the Scots, to Invade us. - And 
therefore begg*d his Majeſty, that he would be 
pleaſed in ſuch a juncture, to Excuſe him from at- 
tending. This Anſwer the King interprets as an 
Afﬀront, to his *Authority, and in an unadviſed 
Hear, proclaims the Earl, and all that ſhould take 
his part, Traytors: and orders all their Lands, and 
Goods to be ſeiz*dto his Uſe. The Earl reſenting 
this diſgrace, and forced ( as it were by necellity ) 
does thenin earneſt make good the Original Infor- 
mation, by ſtanding upon his Guard : or rather in 
_ a poſture of open Hoſtility. 
 Inthe mean time the King purſues his voyage 
for Ireland, whoſe Arrival Fortune courted with 
ſome treacherous ſmiles; for the petty Iriſh Kings 
terrified with the Fame of his Power, and not 
daring to truſt each other in a joyne Defence, en- 
deavoured rather ſingly to make each one the beſt 
Bargain for himfelf, by being the firſt that ſhould 
ſubmit to the diſproportionate force of the Inva- 
der. But theſe Triumphs coſt King Richard dear 
in the ſequel; for whilſt he is thus engaged, 
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and abſent from his diſcontented Kingdom of 'Prig, 
land, the Duke of Lancaſter thinks it the only pro: 
per time to put in execution what he and others 
his Confederates had been conſulting of: Where- 
fore diſpatching fome of his truſty Emiſſaries over 
to acquaint his Friends, and provide Arms and all 
neceſſaries for his Arrival, He addreſſes himſelf 
ta the French King with a Complement, That he 
intended to, pay a Viſit to his Kinſman John Duke 
of Britain, and therefore defired his Majeſties 
Royal Letters of ſafe 'Condutt ; which being gran- 
ted, he there very privately levied a few Souldi- 
ers, with whom, hiring three Ships of the Nuke of 
Britain, he put to Sea for England, accompanied 
with the forementioned - Arundel Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, Tho. Heir to Richard late Earlof 4- 
rundel , the Lord Cobham, Sir Thomas Erpington', 
and Sir Thomas Ramſtone Knights» John Norbury, 
Robert Waterton , and Francis Coynt Eſquires , ha- 
vingnot in all above twenty Lances, and his whole 
Retinve beſides conſiſting not of aboye ſixty per- 
ſons ; ſo that *tis hard to judge which was the 
greateſt wonder, that he durſt attempt, or that 
he did ſucceed in the Conqueſt of a Kingdom, 
with ſo inconfiderable a Company. But his Confi- 
dence was not ſo much in the People he brought 
with him, as in the ſtrength he ſhould find here, 
relying altogether on the favour and aſliſtance of 
the people of the Realm, whom he kgew to be ge- 
nerally male-contented, and eager to change their 
preſent Governours for any that would but promiſe 
them a Mclioration of their Condition for the fu- 
ture. 
 Yetbeing wary not to puſh things on beyound 
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Poflibility of a Retreat; As be did not preſently 
--2nd, but lay, cruiſing up and down, ſometimes 
appearing on one Coaſt , and ſometimes on ano- 
ther z that he might the better diſcover how the 
Inclinations of the people ſtood, and what Forces 
wereready either to receive or reſiſt him, till at 
Jaſt being ſatisfied therein, he put on ſhore with- 
out any oppoſition about the biginning of Jae, at 
Raven'pumre in Yorkshire ;, So did. he not then'make 
any pretenſions tothe Crown, but gave out very 
ſolemnly, that he came only to regain palleflion 
of the Dutchy of Lancaſter , and the reſt of his 
lawful Inheritance, which alt the Nation. knew 
was wrongfully detained from hun, and ſo were 
the more ready to pity. and favour him in a; Cayſe 
notoriouſly juſt, and againſt which there was mo 
objection, | 
His Arrival was no ſooner known, but there 
repaircd to. him the Lords, Willoughby; Roſs, 
Darcy, and Beaumout, and ſhorly after at Dow- 
caſter , the Earl of Northumberland, and his Son 
Sir Henry Prercy , with the Earl of, Weſtmorland , 
and great numbers of the Gentry and common 
xXople. 
, m_pr gar: hereof being ſoon conveied to the 
Duke df York, the Kings eldeſt Uncle, and with 
whom Quring his abſence he had intruſted the 
Governance of. the Realm : He calls together the 
Biſhop of Chicheſter Lord Chancellor, Scroop Earl 
of Wiltſhire Lord Treaſurer, Sir Fohn Buſhy, Sir 


Henry Green, Sir William Bagot , and Sir Jobn 


Rufſel, chief Favourites of the Kings Privy Coun- 
ct}, to conſult what was to-be done in this Exi- 
gency of Afﬀairs. - Amongſt whom, whether de- 
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ſignedly by Come, or ignorantly by others, 1can- 
not fhy.3 . but Lam ſure by all perniciouſly for King 
Richards Intereſt; It was concluded to abandon 
. London, and appoint the Rendezvous for kvying 
Forces again{t the' Duke at S. Albans. But when 
the. people out of ſundry Counties were drawn 
thither to be! muſtered , they declared, They 
would not att any thing to the prejudice of the” ſaid 
Dulg, who. they affirmed was unjuſtly expelled 
his Country, and unlawfully kept from his Inheri- 
tance. | | 
This Refuſal of the Commons to ſerve, being 
looked upon as a very s/ Omer to the Kings Cauſe; 
The Earl of Wiltſhire, Sir John Buſhy, Six William 
Bagot, and Sir Henry Green, forſook the ' Duke 
of York, and fled to Briſtol, intending to paſs the 
Seas into Jreland to the King: And time it was, 
( eſpecially for them) to take their Heels , for 
theſe Four were thoſe that were ſaid to have ta- 
ken of the King his Kingdom to Farm,and on that 
account and other Greivances and Oppreſſions, 
which they had occaſioned, were become fo odi- 
us to the Peaple, that their very preſence turned 
away many of the SubjeCts hearts from their So- 
vexaign , it being the diſpleafure againſt them , 
rather than any difatisfaQion to the Kings Perſon, 
that cauſed this general Revolt, The Duke of 
York;ſeceing their flight , and the Humour of the 
Generality favouring Lancaſter, and loath to run. 
the adventureof an improbable Reſiſtance, gave 
aver the. Cauſe, and thereupou the reſt of the 
Counſellors either openly declared for the ſaid 
Duke, or ſecretly held Correſpondence with 
hm, reſolving to ſwim with the general Torrent, ' 
"ET N 4 mn 
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in hopes of greater ſafety thereby; than by ſtem-' 
ming that impetuous Tide which bore'down all be-- 
fore it, | oo IDs 6 fe 
For never did Sow-bal encreaſe ſo faft by rol- 
ling, asthe Duke of Lancaſter's Forces were aug- 
mented by his March, ſo that they were quickly: 
grown fixty thouſand 'ftrong, and hereſolvingto- 
follow the Channel whilſt the Current was fierce, 
haſtned with his Troops to London, that poſleſſing 
himſclf thereof, being the chief place within the, 
Kingdom for Strength and Store , he might beſt 
there 'make the Seat of War, and] be» eaſieſt ac- 
commodated both with Proviſion and Amminition 
In his whole March ho Oppoſition was feen, no 
Hoſtility ſhewn , þut all along Gentlemen of the- 
beſt quality out of Afeftion or Fear, or hope of 
Reward reſorted to his Tents; and where ever he 
ſtayed rich Preſents were mad him, and his Army 
ſupplyed with neceſfaries even to ſuperfluity, and 
particularly at London he was received with Triaum- 
phant Pageants and Shews, ſolemn Proceſſions of the 
Clergy,and loud Acclamations of the People. * © ': 
- But he was more regardful of his, Aﬀairs than: 
to ſtay long there, and therefore having fix?d the: 
Citizens firm to his Intereſt, and knowing all the 
danger that could threaten' him, - muſt be from. 
King Richara%return out of Ireland. - To obviate' 
that, and overtake the fugitive Favourites, 'who- * 
vere fled to Briſtol, he with ſpeedy: Marches pur-- * 
ſued them thither : where finding the Caſtle for»: - 
tited againſt him, he aſſaults it ſo.briskly, that in 
Four daies time he forc?*d it to a furrender, and ta- 
king therein the Earl of IWWilrſhire Lord Treaſu- 
rer, Sir John Buſhy, and Sir Henry Green, he the 
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very next day Sacrificed them to the unportunate 
rage ' of the incenſed People, cauſing them all 
Three to be beheaded, But as for Sir William Ba- 
Lot, 'he was got to Cheſter, and from thence ſhifting 
over into Ireland, alone, eſcaped the preſent yen- 
geance ; This Execution, if it had not been juſt, 
muſt yet be accounted Politick; for partly be- 
cauſe it was ſo grateful to the People, and partly 
becauſe it excluded all hope of the Kings Pardon ; 
It became a great ingagement to all the Dukes 
followers , to adhere more firmly to him for the 
future. wy 
The Duke had now been Six Weeks in England, 

and the whole Land in effe&t had ſubmitted to 
him; during all which time, there was no news of 
King Richard, whether it were that by reaſon of 
contrary Winds he had no Intelligence , as ſome 
write ; or that on the firſt advice, he ſighted it, 
according to the Humour of ſome weak Spirits 
who! contemn dangers remote, but are aſtoniſhed 
at them, when they approach too nigh, However, 
at laſt upon certain news, in what an hazardous 
condition his affairs ſtqod, he cauſed the Sons of 
the Dukes of Glocefter, and Lancaſter, to be im- .- 
 priſbned in Trim Caſtle , and determined forthwith 
for England ; but the Duke of Awmerle his Princi- 
pal Counſellor, perſwaded him to ſtay till all his 

aratious were ready: Which fatal Council * 
it was King Richard?s ill Deſtioy to follow , yet" 
preſently ſent over the Earl of Salisbury to raiſe 
hini-an Army in Wales and Cheſoire againſt his 
own coming, which he ſolemnly promiſed ſhould. 
be withing {1x days$at furtheſt. The Earl imployed 
his pains ſo well that he had ſoon gotten Ny 
> 'N orty 
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Forty — L _ the ſix days and _—_ 
being elaps?d, and the King not appearing, e 
cm. murmur and ſuſpeR he was dead, or come to 
ſome diſaſter : but the Earl perſwaded them to. 
have patience ſome few days longer, which being 
likwiſe expired, and no tidings of him, they then 
in diſcontent broke up and retized to their reſpe- 
cave homes. | 
 Atlengh, eighteen days after he had ſent away: 
the Earl, the King took Shipping attended with 
Aumerl , Exeter , Surry, the Biſhop of Londox , 
Exeter, and Carlile, and others of the Nobility, 
and landed in Wales, having about him aCompe- 
tent number of Cheſhire men : But when he =— at 


ſtood that the other Forces he expected to joyn 


with him were baulk'd and disbanded : that moſt 
of his Fortreſles from Scotland to Briſtol , had ſur- 
rendred to Lancaſter; that the Londoners pe po 
ſed his Intereſt; that the greateſt number of the 
Nobility and Commons almoſt in general took 
part with him; and eſpecially that his proxcipad. 
Councellors had loſt their Heads at Briſtol, he was 
ſo far from retaining the Magnanimity of 4 King, 
that he almoſt left off to be a far, and totally 
abandoned himſelf to deſpair... Perplext in uncer- 
rainties, either where to ſtay, or whither toſtir, 
deſtitute both of Knowledge and Reſolution in- 
himſelf. for ſuch amazing Difficulties, - and ob- 
noxious to weak, wavering, and unfaithful Cour- 
fels from others; ſome adviſed him to march fur-- 
ther into the Land, before thoſe Forces he had: 
fell from him, alledging that Fortune ſeconds Var 
Jour : That 1n all places he ſhould find ſome, who 
out of duty or aſfeftion, or for hire, would oy, 
| W 
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low his Standard, which was illuſtrated with Ma- 
zeſty, and guarded with Right: Others 'perſwa- 
ded him to go. back into Trelard, orover to his 
Father-in-law. of France, and thence to return 
when the Paroxi/m was a little over, and himſelf 
better ſtrengchned. But the King unacquainted 
with Marſhal Afﬀaits, rejefted both Comnſels, and 
taking a middle courſe ( which. always in Extreams 
of that kind is the worſt) reſolved to ſtay in Wales 
to attend to what Head this FHumonr would riſe. 

His Souldiers Endeavouyrd to encourage him 
to yenture a Battel, yowing they would live and 
dic with him ; but this could not at all' raiſe /his 
drooping Spirits, but in the Night he ſtole away 
from his Army , and with the Dukes of Exerer 
and Swry, The Biſhop of Galle, Sir St 
Scraop, and half a ſcore more, retired to the Caſtle 
of Conway, where the Earl of Worcefter Steward of 
His Majeſtxes Honſhold, feeing his Maſters. Aﬀairs 
in that deſperate ſtate, or to' revenge the Pro- 
Claiming of bis Brother the Earl of Northumber- 
Lind Traytor ( as before was mentioned at- the... 
Kings going for Ireland) did openly in the Halt 
before all the Kings Servants break his white Staff 
of Office, and forthwith repaizxed to the Dake of 
Larceſfterz*and the reſt of the Koyal — his | 
Example fcattered and ſhifted every one "for him- 
felf. . Such Cobrr-flies and treacherous Attendants 
being but like Gows to a drad Carcaſs , who flock 
toit, not to defend it, but to devour itz for no 
ſooner have: they pickt off the fleſh to the bones, 
and find no more ſuſtenance; but they are upon the 
wipg to be gone. | 


The 
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The Duke of Lancaſter upon Advice of King 
Richards Arrival out of Ireland, left the Duke 
of York, ( who was now joyned with him ) at Bri- 
ftol, and marched in the Head of his Troops to Glo- 
ceſter, then to Roſs., afterwards to Hereford , 
(where repaired to him. the Biſhop of that See, 
and Sir Edmund. Mortimer) on the Sunday following 
he went to Leymſter, and there the Lord Carleton 
came to him, from thence he went to Ludlow, and 
the next ' day to Shrewsbury, and thither came to 
him Sir Robert and Sir Fohn Leigh, and other per- 
ſong of quality, being ſent from Cheſter to offer 
him their Service; as alſo the Lord Scales and the 
Lord Bardolph out of Ireland, 

From Shrewsbary he repaired to Cheſter, where 
he diſpatcht an Expreſs into Ireland, to fetch over 


' his Son and Heir, and likewiſe the Duke of Gloce- 


fter*s Son and Heir ; both whom King Richard had 
left in Cuſtody there : but it ſeems their Keepers 
durſt no longer detain them after Lancaſter com- 
manded them thence, for his ws ar; after arrived 
here,: but the other young Gentleman whs unfortu- 
nately caſt away at Sea. | | 


About this time, the King ſeeing himſelf ſa 
beſet and ſtraitned, that he could neither ReſeF , 
nor Eſcape, deſired a Conference with the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, and the Earl of Northum- 
berland, from whoſe Negotiation he could cer- 
tainly hope for little. good , ſince the one he had 
formerly baniſht , and proclaimed the other a 
T7aytor ; however they upon ſafe Conduct com-. 
iog to him declared, That if it mjght pleaſe his 
Majeſty to promiſe that a Parliament ſhould be 


A ſſem- 


of Bing Richard the Second. x89 
Aſſembled ,, and in the ſame Juſtice done, and the 
Duke of Lancaſter and his followers receive a 
General Pardon, fince what they had done was 
for the publick Weal of the Realm; the Duke 
would be ready to caſt bimſelf at his feet; and as 
an humble Subject obey him in all dutiful 
Services. . But the King whether perceiving that 
all this was but Complement , and thinking more to 
oblige them by an early Yoluntary offer of what 
he ſaw he muſt be forc?d to part with ; or whether 
confounded in himſelf he grew weary of wearing 
a Crown, that he was not able to fupport ; requi- 
red only that himſelf and eight more' whom he 
would name, might have an honourable Allow- 
ance, with Aſſurance of a private quiet Life, and 
then he would Reſign: the Crown, which was rea- 
dily condeſcended unto, and the King alſo deſi- 
ring to ſpeak with the Duke, was removed to Fline 
Caſile. 

oi after the Duke arriving there with his 
Army, the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, the Duke of 
Aumerle, and the Earl of Worcefter, were ſent be- 
fore to the King, who ſpying them from the 
Walls where he ſtood, went down to meet them, 
and obſerving that they did their accuſtomed Re- 
werence to him upon their knees, courteouſly took 
them up, and had ſome private diſcourſe with the 

Archbiſhop. | 
After a ſmall ſpace, the Duke of Lancaſter him- 
ſelf all Arm?*d, approacked the Caſtle, and being 
within the firſt Gate, he there repoſed himlelf., 
till the King attended with the Biſhop of Carle, 
the Earl of Salisbury, and Sir Srephen Scroop ,, who 
bore the Sword before him , came -forth uy non 
own 
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down in a place prepared for bim. - ' As ſoon as 
the Duke ſaw his Majeſty, he came toward him 
bowing bis Rnee, and advancing forward, did fo a 
fecond, and a third time, and then the Ring took 
him by the hand end ſift him up, ſaying, -— Dear 
Couſin, thou art welcome; the Duke humbly thank- 
ing him, anſwered,, —— 24 Soveraign Lord and 
King, the Cauſe of my coming at this mn # ( your 
Honour ſaved.) to have - Reſtitution + wy Perſon, my 
Land and Inheritance. To which the King reply- 
ed, Dear Confin, I am ready to accompliſh your 
will, ſo that you may enjoy all that is yours without ex- 
ception. After this coming forth of the Caſtle, 
the King called for Wine, and having drank, they 
mounted and rod to Chefter, and ſo by ſeveral Sta- 
- ges, he was carried dire&tly and with great Ex- 
pedition to London , and lodged on 'pretence of 
State, but in trurh for better ſecurity, in the Tower ; 
having not in all that Journey changed his Appa- 
rel, but wore only one Sute, and that but an or- 
dinary one, whereas he was wont to be extraor- 
dinary profuſe in his Cloaths, having one Coat 
valued at Thirty thouſand Marks. 

— TheKing yielded himſelf the Thirtieth day of 
Auguſt, being but the Seyen and fortieth day af- 
ter the Dukes Arrival in England, fo that he might 
well aſſume Ceſars Motto, Yeni, V:di, Vici : For 
conſidering his Marches from Holderneſs in the 
North up- to London, and from thence to Briſtol, 
and ſo into Wales, and back again to Cheſter; a 
man can ſcarce travel over ſo much gronnd in the 
ſpacethat he Conquered it : Nay fo indulgent was 
Fortune to- him, that all the Kings Jewels and 


Trealuec (-amounting as a late Author _ to. 
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Seven hundred thouſand pounds) with his Horſes atd 
Baggage fell into his hands. Vo ao! 
The King being thuy fafely lodg*d in the Tow- 
er, the Duke of Lancaſter ( but in King Richards 
Name ) caufed Writs to be iffued forth for fum- 
moning and chooſing a Parliament to be held at 
Weft minſter on the laſt day of Sepremiber following. 
And in the mean time conſults with his neareſt 
Kindred and Friends how to ſteer his Proceedings, 
ſo as tobring his Aﬀairs by prudence to a lacky 
end, which had hitherto even beyond his hopes 
been favoured by Fortune. In order to which, the 
Duke of York,who but alittle before had been Go- 
vernour of the Realm for the King, but now his 
the ſaid Larncaſters great Direftor , mult be his 
beſt Oracle, who after divers Debates propoſed it 
as very expedient, that King Richard ſhould both 
voluntarily Reſign, and alſo be ſolemnly Depo- 
fed by the Eſtates of the Realm ; For atherwiſe 
Reſignation would be imputed only to his Fear : 
and Deprivation only to their Force, whereof the 
one iSalways apt to move Fity, and the -other ſtir 
up Envy : Butif both concur, and his deſire be 
combined with his deſerts, being willing to for- 
ſake that which he is adjudged worthy to forfeit, 
then it will appear that he is neither expelled his 
Kingdom by meer Couſtraint, nor leave ut without 
juſt Cauſe. | 
This Advice was generally approved, and ac 
corcingly purſued; a Sokmn Kenumciarion 'being 
tendred unto. the King, and: by him Signed on 
AMichaelmas Day then next following, being the 
day before the Parliament was to meet. The Words 
Oraer, and Ceremony whereof , and of — 
X q ex - 
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Exhibited againſt Him, and his Depoſition there- 
upon following in Parliament , appear in the Re- 
cordij thereof remaining in the Tower, Authentick 
and Atteſted Copies wherefore are Printed in the 
Book, Intituled, Hiſtoria Anglicane ſcriptores decerm, 
beginning Col. 2743. From whence the ſame are 
word for word Tranſlated, as follow. | 


The Roll of Parliament Summoned and 
Holden at Weſtminſter, in the Feaſt of 
S. Fide the Virgin, in the firſt year of the 
Reign of King Henry the Fourth, after 
the Conqueſt, Membrane the 2zoth, 


The Record and Proceſs of the Renunciation of 
King Richard the Second, after the Cyqnqueſt , 
and likewiſe the Acceptance of the ſame Renun- 
ciation, with the Depoſition of the ſame King 
"Richard afterwards enſuing. 


E it remembred, that on Munday the Feaſt 
1) of S. Michael the Archangel, in the Three 
and twentieth year of the Reign of King Richard 
the Second , the Lords Spir:rual and Temporal, and 
other Perſons of note; that is to ſay, the Lord 
Kichard le Scroop - Archbiſhop of York, John biſhop 
of Hereford, Henry Earl of Northumberland, and 
Ralph Earl of Weſtmorland; the Lord Hugh le 
Burnel, Thomas Lord de Berkley Prior of Canterbu- 
ry and Abbot of WeSitminSter, William Thyrning 
Knight, and John Markham Juſtices; Thomas Stow 
and Fobn Burbache Doors of Laws, Thomas de Er- 
pingham, and Thomas Gray, Knights, I 
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Feryby, and Dioniſius Lapham, Publick Notaries » 
firſt deputed to the AR under written , by the 
Aſſent and Advice of ſeveral of the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Temporal,and of the Judges and others 
Skilful, as well in the Civil and Canon Law, as in 
the Law of the Realm, Aſſembled at Weſtminſter 
in the uſual place of Council; did about Nine of 
the Clock come to- the Preſence of the ſaid King, 
being within the Tower of London: And it being 
Recited before the ſaid King, by the ſaid Earl of 
Northumberland; in the behalf of all the reſt be- 


fore named , ſo asaforeſaid joyned with him ; 
How the ſaid King heretofore -at Coneway in 7 
Nortb-VV ales, —_ Liberty, did promiſe unto * 


the Lord 'Thomes Archbiſhop of Canterbury , and 
the Earl of Northumberland, that he would yield 
up and renounce the Crown of England and France 
and his Regal Majeſty , for Cauſes of his 1nabils 

and Inſufficiency there by the ſaid King himſelf con- 
feſſed, and that in the beſt manner and form as the 
ſame could be done , as Councel learned ſhould 


beſt order. The ſaid King before the ſaid Lords 


and others above named, hereunto benignly an- 
ſwering, That be would with Effect accompil + What 
before in that behalf he had promiſed. But deſired 
to have ſome diſcourſe with his Couſins, Henry 
Duke of Lancaſter, and the ſaid Lord Arch-biſhop 
of mma » before he fulfilled ſuch his pro- 
miſe. | 

Afterwards the ſame day after Dinner, the ſaid 
King much affefting the coming of the ſaid Duke 
of Lancaſter , and having long waited for him; 
at laſt the ſaid Duke of Lancaſter, the Lords, and 
others above named, and oO the ſaid Archbi- 


ſhop. 
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ſhop of Canterbury , did come to the Preſence of 
The ſaid King in the Tower aforeſaid; The Lords 
de Roos, de Willougby, and de Abergeny, and very 
many others being then there preſent; and after 
the ſaid King had had difcourſe with the faid 
Duke of Larncafter and Archbiſhop , exhibiting a 
merry Countenance here and there amongſt them 
to part thereof, 2s appeared to thoſe that ſtood 
round about ; at laſt the ſaid King calling tohim 
all that were there preſent , did publickly ſay be- 
fore them, that he was ready to make the Re- 
gunciation; and to renounce and recede, accord- 
ing to the Promiſe by um made.,as aforeſaid. And 
{o forthwith, although, as was ſaid unto him, he 
mighr have made ſome Deputy to have ſerved as 
the Organ of his Voice, for avoiding ſo tedious 
2 labour as the reading of the ſaid Ceſhon and Re- 
nunciation, reduced by others into a Schedule of 
Parchment. Yet the faid King, very willingly as 
appeared, and with a pleaſant Countenenceholding 
the ſaid Schedule in his hand ,, ſaid , that he him- 
ſelf would read it, and diftintly read the ſame 
through : And alſo did abſfolve all his Leige Peo- 
ple, and renounce, and recede, and ſwear, and 
other things did ſay and pronounce in Reading , 
and did Subſcribe it with his own hand, as is more 
fully contained in the faid Schedule ; the Tenor 
whereof is ſuch, . 
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THE 


RESIGNATION 


RICHARD IL 


N the Name of God, Amen. I Richard 

Þ &» the Grace of God, Kiny of England and 

France, and Zordof Ireland, do Ablolye ihe 
Archbiſhops , Biſhops, and other Prelates 
of Churches Secular or Regular, of whatſo- 
ever Dignity, Degree, State, or Condition they 
be ;' The Dukes, Marqueſſes, Earls, Barons, 
Vaſſals, and Falvaſors, and all and every my 
Zeige People whatſoever, Ecclfſiaſticks or Se» 
culars, of al the ſaid Kingdoms and Domini- 
ons, by what Name ſoever they are known ; 
from th: Oath of Fealty and Homage, «v4 
other Oaths whatſoever to be made, audfrom 
«Kk Bond or Tie of Legiance, Royalty, and ' 
Dominion , whereby th:y have bren or are 
obliged or otherwiſe in avy manner bound un-- 
to me. And I doFree, Releaſe, and Acquis 
cheim and their Heirs and Succeſlors for 
every , from the ſaid Oaths and other Obli- 
gations whatſoever. And 7 do difmiſs them 
free , unlooſen, quit = ;n fall lmmunity, 

2 #s 
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as far as relates to my dy” 08 , toevery effett 
of Law which may follow from the Pr.mtſes , 
or any of them. And Þ[ do purelyof my own 
Accord ſimply and abſolutely in and by the 
beſt manner , way and form that may be, in 
theſe TVritings , Renounce and totally Re- 
ſign al K:ngly Dignity and Majeſty, and the 
Crown and Dominion and Power of the ſaid 
Kingdoms and Dozwinions, and all other my 
Domixions and Poſſcſſions , or any way belong- 
ing or appertaining unto me, by what Name 
ſo: wer they may b: reckon'd up within the 4- 
foreſaid Kingoms , or elſtwh re ; And all 
Right and Colonr of Right and Title, Poſſeſſion 
and Dominion, which at any tim? { have had, 
now have, or by any means ſhell havein or to 
th: ſame, or any of them , with their univer- 
ſal Rights and Appurtenances, or any Depen- 
d:nces how:wer, on them or any of them: And 
alſo the Rule and Government of the ſaid King. 
doms and Dominions , and their Adminiſtrs- 
tion, ani all manner of meer and Mixt Em- 
pire and JuriſdiQion to me in the ſaid King- 
doms belonging , or that may be belonging, 
anato the Name of King, and the Honour , 
Regality, and Cel(tude Royal, purely, wvolun- 
tarily, ſimply, and abſolutely by the beſt man- 
ner, way ans form that the ſame can b: done 
in theſe Writings, TdoRenounce, and th:m 
ao totally Reſign , and in Deed and in Word 
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diſmiſs and quit the [ame , and from th:m do 
recede for ever. aving zo my Succeſſors 
Kings of England, the Rights to them or an) 
of them b:lowging , or that ſhall any way b«- 
long, in the ſaid Kinzdoms and Dominions , 
and all oth-r the Premiſes for ever. And 1 
ao confeſs, acknowledge, repute, and truely and 
out of certain knowledge , do judge my. ſelf 
to have bn and to be utterly inſufficient 
aud unuſeful for the Rule and Goverment 
of the ſaid Kingdoms end Deminions, with all 
their Appurtenances : And that for my no- 
torious demerits 7 deſerve to be Depoſed , 
And Tdo ſwear upon theſe Holy Goſpels of 
God, by me corporally touch:d, That I will ne- 
ver Act contrary to the ſaid Reſianation , Re- 
nunciation , Diſmiſſion , and Ceſfſion ; nor any © 
way oppoſe the ſame in Deed or in Word, by my 
Self or any other or others: Nor will as much 
as in me lies, permit the ſame publickly or pri- 
wately to he coxtraried or oppoſed : But th-ſaid 
Renunciation, Reſignation, Niſmiſſion and 
Cefſion, will for ever efteem , ratified, and 
well-pleaſeng , and firmly hold and obſerve the 
ſame in the whole and inevery part ; So God 
me help ard theſe Holy Golpels of God. 


T th: before named King Richard do here 
ſ#bſeribe my ſelf with my own Hand. 


O 3 And 
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And preſently to the faid Renunciation , and 
Ceſſion, the ſaid King added by word of mouth , 
That if it lay in his pewer.the ſaid Duke of Lancaſter 
ſhould ſucceed him in his Kingdom. But Becauſe (as 
he ſaid, this did not depend on his pleaſure, he 
did requeſt the ſaid Archbiſhop of York and Biſhop 
of Hereford, (whom he for that time had conſti- 
tuted his Procurators,todeclare; and imirate ſuch 
his Ceſſion and Renunciation to the States of the 
Kingdom, ) That they would be pleaſed to ſignify ts 
the People, his will and intention 1n that behalf. And 
in token of ſuch his willand intention,did then and 
_ there, openly pluck off the Golden Ring of his ſig- 
net, from his own finger, and put it upon the finger 
of the ſaid Duke of Lancaſtcr, deſiring as he affir- 
med,that the ſame might be made known to all the 
States of the Kingdom. Which being done;taking 
their leaves on both ſides they all went out of the 
ſaid Tower,to returnto their Lodgings. 

But onthe Morrow, viz. Txeſday the Feaſt of S. 
Ferome, in the great Hall at Weſtminſter, in the 
place honourably prepared for holding the Parlia- 
ment, the ſaid Arch-biſhops of Canterbury , and 
York., and the Duke of Lancaſter ,, and other 
Dukes, and Lords, as well Spiritual as Temporal, 
whoſe names are under written,and the Commons 
of the ſaid Kingdom, Aſſembled in a great multi- 
tude in Parliament, being preſent, and the ſaid 
Dake of Lancaſter, being ſeated ina place, due to 
his Quality , and the Chazr of Stare [_or Royal 
. Fhrone,] being ſolemnly adornd with Cloth of 
Gold. but then empty .,, without any body preſi- 
ding therein;the above named Archbiſhop of York, 
in the name of himſelf, and of the faid Biſhop of 

Hereford 
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Hereford according tothe order of the ſaid King, 
did publickly declare the Ceſfion, and Renuncia- 
tion.,to have been ſo made by him as aforeſaid, with 
the ſubſcription of his Royal Hand, and delivery 
of his Signet. And the ſaid Ceſſion, and Renuncia- 
tion, did there cauſe to be read by another.ſirſt in 
Latin, and then in- Ergliſh. 

Immediately after which:, it was demanded of 
the Eſtates and People their preſent, (to wit, firſt 
of the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, to whom by rea- 
ſon of the dignity, and prerogative of his metro- 
politanChurch of Carrerbury,it belongs in this be- 
half, to have the firſt voice amoneſt the reſt of the 
Prelates, and Nobles oi the Realm,) whether for 
their intereſt and the utility of the Kingdom , they 
would be pleaſed to admit ſuch Renunciation, and Ceſſt- 
on. And the faid States, and People, judging from 
the Cauſes by the ſaid king himſelf, in his Renun- 
ciation , and Ceſſion aforeſaid, ſignified, that the 
ſame was very expedient, did cach man ſingly by 
himſelf, and in Common with the People, unani- 
mouſly Admit the ſaid Ceſſion, and Renunciation. 

After which Admiſſion, it was then and there 
publickly declared, that beſides ſuch Ceſſion, and 
Renunciation, ſo as aforeſaid admitted, It would 
be very expedient and profitable tothe Kingdom, 
for the removing of all Scruples, and taking away 
ſiniſter ſuſpitions, That very many Crimes, and 
Defects by the ſaid King , (about the ill Gover- 
nance of his Kingdom) very often committed, rc- 
duced into writing by way of Articles, by reaſon 
of which /as himſelf affirmed in the Ceſlion ,, by 
him made) he was deſervedly to bedepoſed , 
ſhould be publickly read, and declared to the _ 

ple. 
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ple. Andfo the greateſt part of the ſaid Articles 

were then and there read through. The Tenour of 
ail which Articles is ſuch. 

[But yet in the Roll before the Articles, there are 
firſt theſe words, Here followeth the form of the 
Oath, uſed and accuſtomed to be taken by the 
Kings of England,at their Coronation : which the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury hath uſed to require and 
receive from the ſaid Kings, as in the Book of the 
Pontifical Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, more fully is 
contained. | 

Which Oath , Richard the Second , after the 
Conqueſt of Erpland, did take at his Coronation : 
and the ſame was adminiftred by the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and the very ſame Oath, the King af- 
terwards repeated, as in the Rolls of the Chancery, 
may more fully be found of Record. 

T hou ſhall keep to the Church of God ,, and People , 
Intire Peace and Concord in God, according to thy 
power. The King ſhall anſwer, / w:{keep them. 

Theu ſhalt in all thy Fudgements cauſe to be done, e- 
qual and right Fuſtice, and diſcretion. in mercy, and in 
Truth, according to thy pywer. —He ſhall anſwer, 
I will do ſo. 

Ti0u doft grant the juſt] Laws and Cuſtomes, as ſhall 
be heid, and doſt promiſe the ſame ſhall by thee befpro- 
rcfted, and for the Honour of Ged Corroborated, quas 
vulgus elegerit,which the People ſhall chuſe, to the ut- 
m:ſt of thy power. —He ſhall anſwer, I do ſo grant 
and promiſe. 

To the aforeſaid Queſtions, fuch others are added 
as ſhall be juſt. and all things being ſo pronounced 
the King by his own Oathon the Altar, before 
al! rne Aſſembly.Confirms and Promiles,that he 
will ze£2 and obſerve the ſame. Then 
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' fThen follow] 
THE 


) OBJECTIONS or ARTICLES 


Againſt the King , touching his Depoſition. 


| br hens It is objetted againſt King Richard , 
that whereas by reaſon of his ill Government, 
viz. His giving away the Goods and Poſſeſſions 
belonging to his Crown , and that to Perſons un- 
worthy, and his indiſcreet ſquandering the ſame a- 
way otherwiſe, and to that end, impoſing without 
cauſe Collections and other grievous burthens on 
) his People, more than they were able to bear, and 
alfo innumerable other Evils by his aſſent andCom- 
mand perpetrated,there were by the whole Parlia- 
ment certain Prelates, and others, Temporal 
Lords, Eletted and Aſſigned, who might with all 
their power, and at their own Charges, faithfully 
labour about the juſt Government of the Realm, 
Yet the King cauſing a Conventicle to be held by 
him, with his accomplices, the ſaid Lords,as well 
Spiritual,as Temporal, ſo occupied about the ſafe- 
ty and profit of the Kingdom, did propoſe to im- 
\ peach of High Treaſon; and did violently draw 
the Judges of the Kingdom, for fear of Death,and 
Corporal Tortures, to ſuch his wicked purpoſe , 

moſt vigorouſly ſtriving to deſtroy the ſaid Lords. 
I. Item, The ſaid King lately at Shrewsbury,cau- 
ſed ſeveral,and the greater part of the Judges, to 
come 
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come before him and his Favourites privatly in 2 
Chamber, and by Menaces, and Various Terrors, 
as ſuch affrightments as might falleven upon men 
of conſtant Reſolutions, did induce, cauſe, and 
compel them, ſeverally to anſwer certainQueſtions 
there propounded , on the behalfof the King ; 
concerning the Laws of his Kingdom, beſides,and 
azainſt their will, and otherwite than they would 
have anſwered, had they been at Liberty, and un- 
forced. By colour of which anſwers, the faid K 
purpoſed to have proceeded afterwards.to the de- 
{trution of ThomasDuke of Glocefter,and the Earls 
of Arundel, and VY/arwick. and other Lords, a- 
zaiaft whoſe deeds and behaviour the ſaid King 
was much incenſed,chiefly becauſe they deſired the 
faid King to be under good Guidance; But Pro- 
vidence withſtanding it, by the reſiſtance and pow: 
er of the ſaid Lords, the King was not able to 
bring ſuch his deſign to effect. 

I11. 1:em, When the LordsTemporal defending 
tnemſelves, had withſtood his malice and fraud, 
and rhe ſad King had prehx*d a day for holding his 
Parliament todo them.,and otherInnhabitants of the 
Realm, ſuſtice in that behalf, and the ſaid Tempo- 
ral Lords, were quietly and peaceably gone home, 
and at Reſt in their houſes,in hope a1d confidence 
of the ſaid Parliament, the King ſecretly ſent the 
Duke of Jreland with his Letters and Standard to- 
wards Cheſter , and there gathered multitudes in 
Arms ; and cauſed them to riſe againſt the ſaid 
Lords, the Nobles of the Kingdom , and Servants 
of theState,publickly ereCting hisStandard,againſt 
the Peace which he had Sworn to keep. From 


whence ſlaughters of men,Captivities,Diſſentions, 
and 
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and other infinite miſchiefs, did enfue throughout 
the whole Kingdom , By which Act he became 
Guilty of Perjury. | 

IV. tem, Although the ſaid King had in full Par- 


| liament , and by the aſſent thereof, Pardoned the 


ſaid Duke of Gloceſter , and Earls of Arundel, and 
Warwick, and all their Aſſtants, and others,all of- 
fences, and had for many years ſhown Signs of 
Peace and Love,to the ſaid Duke and Earls.and to 
the reſt appeared with a pleaſant and benign 
Countenance, Yet the faid King always, and con- 
tinyally bearing Gall in his Heart, did at laſt, ta- 
king an Opportunity , cauſe the ſaid Duke of G1o- 
ceſter , the Uncle of him the ſaid King, and alſo 
the Son of Edward late King of England, of happy 
memory, and Conſtable of Ergland,then humbly 
going to meet the ſaid King,in lolemn Proceſſion; 
and the faid Earls of Arundel, and Warwick, to be 


takenand Arreſted ; and him the ſaid Duke out of 


the Kingdom of Erglard, to the Town of Callice 
did caule to be led, and there impriſoned; and un- 
der the Cuſtody of the Earl of Noreingham, (and 
of the Appellors of the ſaid Duke,) detained, and 
without anſwer,or any lawful proceſs whatſoever, 


- did inhumanely.and cruelly cauſe to be ſuffocated, 


ſtrangled, and murdered. And the Earl of Arun- 
del though he pleaded as well the General Pardon, 
as a Pardon afrerwards to him ſpecially granted, 
ard deſired juſtice to be done him, yet in his Parlia- 
ment, encompeſſ:d witharmed men, and innume- 
rable Archers of the People by him gathered to 
that purpoſe by Preſſing, did damnably cauſe to be 
Beheaded. And the Earl of Warwick, and Lord 
Cobham, did commit to perpetual Impriſonment : 

wickedly 
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wickedly and againſt Juſtice, and the Laws of his 
Kingdom and his expreſs Oath, confiſcating their 
Lands and Tenements, as well Fee-ſimple, as Fee- 
tail, from them and their- Heirs , and giving the 
fame to their Appellors. | 

V. Item , At the ſame time, that the King in his 
Parhament,cauſed the Duke of Gloceſter,and Earls 
of Arundel,and Warwick, to be adjudged; that he - 
m_ more freely exerciſe his Cruelty upon them, 
and accompliſh his injurious will in other. matters, 
he gathered to himſelf a great multitude of Malc- 
factors of the County of Cheſter, of whom ſome. 
paſſing, with the King through the Kingdom , as 
well within the Kings Pallace, as without,did cru- 
eliy kjll the Liege Subjects of the Kingdom , and 
ſome they beat and wounded, and did plunder the 
Goods of the People, and refule to pay for their 
Vittuals, and did Raviſh and Violate their Wives, 
and other Woemea z and though their were grie- 
vous Complaints, of: ſuch their exceſſes brought 
to the hcaring of the ſaid King; Yet the ſaid King 
d:d nct rezard to cauſe Juſtice to be done, or any 
Remedy thereupon , but did favour the faid 
Troops in ſuch their cvit doings, truſting in them 
ard theirGaurd, againſt all others of his Kingdom; 
for which caule , the faithful People of his King- 
dem, had grcat matter of Commotion , and In- 
d:; nation, 

VI. l:em, Although the ſaid King by his writs , 
cauied Proclamation to be made throughout the 
whole Kingdom, that he had cauied his Uncle the 
Duke of Glocefter, and the Earls of Arundel and 
W:::ch.to be taken and Arreſted, not for anyA(- 
ſemblings or Tro9piags by them, formerly _ 
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within the Kingdom of England, but for very ma- 
ny Extortions, Oppreſſions, and other wy 
them afterwards done, and perpetrated, agai 
his Rcoya!ty, and Kingly Majeſty ; And that it was 
not his Intention, that any of the Family of the 
faid Duke, and Earls, or of their followers at the 
time of ſuch Aſſembling, and Trooping, ſhould far 
that occaſion be moleſted. or aggrieved; Yetthe 
faid King at laſt, in his Parliament, did not Im- 
peach the faid Lords for Extortions, Oppreſſions, 
or any ſuch matters, but for the Aſſemblings, and 
Troopings aforeſaid, did adjudge them to D 

and very many of the Family of the ſaid Lords and 
others ,, who were following them at the time of 
fuch their Aſſembling, and Trooping, he did, for 
fear of Death; force to make Fine ahd Ranſom, as 
Traytors, or Rebels, to the great deſtruftion of a 
great Number of his People. And fo he did ſub- 
tily,frandulently,z2nd maliciouſly,deceive the faid 


Lords, and their fatniliars , and the People of bis _ 


Kingdotn. 

VII. rem , After very many of thoſe Perſons ſo 
making Fine and Ranſom, had obtained of the 
King, his Letters Patent of full Pardon in the Pre- 
miles, they could not reapany Commodity by fach 
Letters of Pardon , till they had made new Fine , 
and Ranfoms , for ſaving of their Life , whereby 
very many were Impoveriſhed; which was a great 
Derogation and diſhonour to the Name and State 
ofa King. 

VIII. 1:emm,Jn the Laſt Parliament,held at Shrew/. 
bury,the ſaid King purpoſltng to oppreſshis People, 
ſubrily precured and cauſed it to be granted.thar 
the power of the Parliament by the conſent of the States 


of 
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. of his Kingdom, ſhall remain in certain Perſons, to 
determine ( after the diſſolution of the Parliament , ) 
certain Petitions in the ſaid Parliament exhibited, but 
then not GE By Colour of which grant, the 
Perſons ſudeputed, proceeded to other things ge- 
nerally touching that Parliament. And this with 
the will of the King ; in Derogation of the ſtate 
of Parliament, & th 
Kingdom, and pernitious Example. And that they 
might ſeem to have ſome Colour end Authority, 
for ſuch their doings, the King called the Parlia- 
ment Rolls to be altercd and blotted at his plea- 
ſure, againſt the Effect of the ſaid Grant. 

IX. Jem, - Notwithſtanding the ſaid King in his 


Coronation had ſworn , That in all his Fudgments, 


be would cauſe tobe done equal and right Fuſtice, and 
diſcretion, in mercy and truth, anotar to his power, 
Yet the ſaid King rigorouſly without all mercy did 
(amongſt other things) Ordain,under grievons pe- 
nalties, that none ſhould ſue for any favour, or 1n- 
tercede with the faid King, for Henry Duke of 
Lancaſter, being Baniſhed, whereby the ſaid King 
did act againſt the Bond of Charity, raſhly viola- 
ting his Oath aforeſaid. 

X. Item, Although the Crown of the Kingdom of 
Exgland, and the Rights of the ſaid Crown, and 
that Kingdom it ſelf, have in all time paſt been ſo 
free, that our Lord the Pope , nor any other with- 
out the Kingdom, ought to concern himſelf about 
the ſame; Yet the aforeſaid King, for the Corro- 
boration of ſuch his erroneous ſtatutes, did make 
ſupplication to our Lord the Pope, that he would 
. confirm the ſtatutes ordained his laſt Parliament, 
whereupon our Loxd the King obtained the Apo- 
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feolick Letters, in which grievous Cenſures are de- 
nounced againſt any that ſhould preſume in any 
thing, to act contrary to the ſaid ſtatutes; all 
which are well known totend againſt the Crown , 
and Royal dignity, and againſt the Statutes and 
Liberties of the ſajd Kingdom, 

XI. Jtem, Although the Lord Henry now Duke 
of Lancaſter, by the Kings Command had prefer-- 
red his Bll touching the S:4te. axd Honour of the 
King, againſt the Duke of Norfolk, and the ſfame- 
had duely proſecuted; fa that according to the 
Kings Qrcder , he had exhibited himſelf in all 
Points prepared for the Combare. And the ſaid 
King had declared , that the faid Dukeof Lance: 


fer had honaurably performed his Devorr,as much 


as in him lay, and this by a Decree publickly Pro- 
claimed ar + all the people Aſſembled at the ſaid 
Combate : Yet the ſaid King without any Legal 
Reaſon whatſoever , did cauſe arid command the 
ſaid Duke to be Baniſhe for ten Years , againſt all 
Juſtice,and Laws and Cuſtoms. of his Kingdom , 
and the Law of War in that behalf, thereby dam- 
nably incurring Perjury | 

XII. Tcem, After the faid King had: graciouſly 
granted by his Letters: Patents, to the Lord He 
now. Duke of Lancaſter, that in his abſence whi 
hewas &@rifhr, his General Attorneys might pro- 
ſecute for [very to him.to be made- of all manner 


. of Inheritances or Succeſſians belonging unto him, 


and that his Hemage ſhould be refpited, /paying a 
certain reaſonable Fine ; he injuriouſly did re- 
yoke the ſaid Letters Patent agairiſt the Laws of 
the Land, thereby. incurring the Crime of Per- 
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XIII. 7:em, Notwithſtanding that it was Enact- 
ed, that every Year the Officers of the King with 
his Juſticesand others of the Kings Council,ſhould 
chooſe Sheriffs for all the Counties of England,and 
name them to our Lord the King , according as 
to their Diſcretion and Conſcience ſhould ſeem 
expedient , for the good and utility of the King- 
dom; the faid King hath cauſed perſons to be 
made Sheriffs , nat ſo nominated or elefted, but 0- 
ther according to the Capricio*s of his pleaſure , 
ſometimes his Favourites Or Creatures ,, and ſome- 
times ſuth as he knew would not oppoſe his hu- 
mour, for his own and others private advantage , 
to the great grievance of his People, and againſt 
the Laws of his Kingdom, thereby notoriouſly in- 
curring Perjury. 


XIV. Tcem, At ſuch time as the aforeſaid King 
requeſted and had of very many Lords and others 
of his Kingdom , divers Sums of Money by way 
of Loan, to be paid again at a certain term, not- 
withſtanding the faid King faithfully promiſed by 
his ſeveral Letters Patent to the ſeveral perſons 
of whom he borrowed the ſaid Moneys, that at 
the term limited as aforeſaid , he would repay the 
ſame, yet he did not fulfill ſuch his Promiſe, nor 
are they yet fatisfied the ſaid Moneys, whereby 
ſuch Creditors are mnch ___ , and notonly 
they, but many others of the Kingdom repute 
the King unfaithfull. 


XV. Trem, 
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© XV.Trem, Whereas the King of Empland by the 
" Revenue of his Kingdom , and the Patrimony be- 
longing to his Crown , is able to live honeſtly, 
without the oppreſſion of his People , as long as 
the Kingdom is not burthen'd with the Charge of 
Wars ; yet the faid King ina manner for his whole 
time during the 7r«ces between the Kingdom of 
Englandand its Adverſaries, hath not only given 
away a great, yea indeed the greateſt part of his 
ſaid Patrimony ,. and this to unworthy Perſons : 
But alfo hath further impoſed on his Subjetts ſo 
many Burdens of Monies granted , as it were 
every year of his Reign , that thereby he hath ex- 
treamly and too cxceſlively oppreſſed his People, 
to the Impoveriſhment of his Kingdom; Not con- 
verting the Goods ſo levied to the Commodity 
and profit of the Kingdom of England , but pro- 
digally ſquandering it away for the Oſtentation of 
his Name. and in Pomp and Vain-glory: Whilſt 
great Sums of Money are owing in his Kingdom 
for the Vitals of his Houſhould, and other things 
bought , though he hath abounded with Riches 

and Treaſures more than any of his Progenitors. 
XVI. Item, The faid King not willing to keep 
or Protect the juſt Laws and Cuſtoms of Ris Kmg- 
dom, but according to his Arbitrary Will, to do 
whatſoever ſhould occur to his Defires, ſometimes 
and very often'; when the Laws of his Kingdom 
have been expounded and declared to him by the 
Judges and others of his Council ; and that they 
have defired-that he would do Juſtice according to 
thoſe Laws, hath expreſly and with an angry and 
haughty Countenance, faid, That his Laws were in 
his Meath , and ſometimes , That they were un his 
P Breaſt : 
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Breaſt : And that he himſelf alone could make and 
change the Laws of his'Kingdom. And being ſedu- 
ced with that Opinion, did not ſuffer Juſtice to 
be done to very many of his Leige People, but by 
Threats and Terrors hath forced very many to 
ceaſe from the proſecution of Common Juſtice, 

XVII. tem ,, That after certain Statutes had 
' been made in Parliament, which always bind, till 
they are ſpecially revok*d by the Authority of an- 

other Parliament. The faid King deſiring to en- 
joy ſuch Liberty that no ſuch Statutes ſhould fo 
bind him , but that he might do and execute his 
pleaſure , ſubtily procured a Petition to be pre- 
ferred in. his Parliament on the behalf of the Com- 
monalty of his Kingdom , and to be granted to him 
1a general , That he mipht be as free as wy of his 
Progenitors were before him : By colour of which 
Petition and Conceſſion the ſaid King hath very 
ofcen commanded. very many. things to be done 
. againſt ſuch Statutes unrepealed; acting therein 
expreſly and, knowingly againſt his Oach taken in 
his Coronation as aforeſaid. 

XVIII. tem, Although it was Exattcd and Or- 
dained, that no Sheriff ſhould hold his Offce above 
one year together , but that three years ſhould 
paſs , before, he ſhould be again admitted to that 
Office : The ſaid King Richard ſometimes for his 
own ſingle Commodity , and ſometimes at the in- 
ſtance of others, for rheir advantage, hath per- 
mitted and cauſed certain Sheriffs to ſtand and re- 
main continually in their Offices , ſometimes two , 
ſometimes three Years, againſt the Tenor and ef- 
fect of the Statute aforeſaid, thereby incurring 
Perjury ; and this is notorious, publick, and gene- 
rally if! ſpoken of. XIX. Jrem, 
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XIX. Item, Although by the Searnrfand Cre; 
ſom of his Realm in the caving together ofevery ©, 
Parliament , his People in ſeveral Counties of 
the Kingdom, ought to be free in chooſing and de- | 
puting two Knights to be preſent in ſuch Parlia-/ 
ment for each reſpeQive County , and to declare , 
their Grievances, and to proſecute ſuch Remedies - 
thereupon, . as to them ſhall ſeem expedient. Yet 
the aforeſaid King , that in his Parliaments he _ 
might be able more freely to accompliſh the ef- 
fects of his head-ſtrong will, did very often direct 
his Command to bis Sheriffs , that they ſhould cauſe . 
to come to his Parliaments ax Knights of the Shire, 
certain Perſons. by the faid King named; which 
Knights being his Favourites he might: lead, as 
often as he has done, ſometimes by various Me- 
naces and Terrors, and ſometimes by Grfts,to con- 
ſent to thoſe things as were prejudicial to the 
Kingdom , and exceeding burthenſom to the Peo- 
ple; And eſpecially to grant to the ſaid King a 
Subſidy on Wooll for the term of bis Life, and an- 
other Subſidy for certain Years, thereby too grie- 
vouſly oppreſſed his People. 

"RX. Jrem , the faid King that he might more 
freely fulfil and follow in every thing his own Ar- 
bitrary Will, did unlawfully cauſe and command , - 
That the Shersfs throughout his whole Realm , 
beſides their ancient omed Oath, ſhould ſwear 
that they would obey his commands , as often as 
they ſhould be direfted to them , under his Great 
and Privy Seal, and alſo his Letters under his Sig- 
net. And that in caſe the ſaid Sheriffs could come 
to know that any within their Bailrwicks of what- 
ſoever condition they were , had publickly or ſe- 

P 2 ſcretly 


: 
: "WO SO 49s - __ 


196 The Lite. and, Reign 

cretly ſaid or ſpoken any ill, that might tend to 
the diſgrace or ſcandal of his Royal Perſon , they 
ſhould Arreſt and impriſon.them; there ſafely to 
be kept till they ſhould receive Command from 
the King to the contrary, as may be found in the 
Record ;, which Fatt may probably tend to the 


deſtruction of many of the Liege People ro the ſaid 


Kingdom. 

XX1I. Jtem, The faid King ſtriving to trample 
under foot his People, and ſubtily to acquire 
their Goods to himſelf , thar he might abound in 
ſuperfluous Riches, did cauſe the People of Seven- 
teen Counties of the Reahin to ſubmit themſelves 
tothe King as Traitors , by Letters under their 
Seals: By colour whereof he got mighty Sums of 
Money to be granted him by the C/ergy and People 
of thoſe Counties, for obtaining his Royal good 


"Will and Favorr; And though to pleaſe the Peo- 


ple, the King had cauſed thoſe Obligatory Let- 
ters to be reftored, yet the Precurators of the 
People having full Power granted them to oblige 
themſelves and their Heirs to the ſaid King ; he 
the ſaid: King cauſed them under their Seals to be 
bound to him in the Name of the ſaid People, and. 
{odeceived his people, and Subtily extorted from 
themtheir Goods. 

XXII. Irem, Althoogh the ſaid Ring in his 
Coronation had ſworn to cep the Liberties granted 
to the Arglicane Church, yet the ſaid King by 
reaſon of his Voyage into [rclind, did by his Let- 
ters command very many Religious Perſons, vI7. 
Abbors and Priors of his Kingdom , ſtrictly requi- 
ring , that ſome of them ſhould ſend ro him cer- 
tain Ferfes,, and ſome of them not only Hor/es , 

but: 
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but alſo Waggons and Carriages for his ſaid Voy- 
age, or, in lieu thereof grear Sums of Money 10 
the ſaid, Letters expreſſed : By which manner of 
Writittg he forced many of ſuch Religiozs out of 
tear to fulhl his Will and Command ,, whereby 
they were heavily :mpoveriſht and 92preſt jn maniſclt 
derogation of Ecclefiaftical Liberiy,; by which 
Pretext. the ſaid King, Richard did incur Pere 

HYY. bs ; 
{XII Item, In tgoſt of the great Royal Coun- 
cils, when the Lords of the Realm., the Judges 
and others , being charg?'d that they would faithy 
fully Cquncil the Xzzg in Mattcrs_ relating to his 
State , and that of his Kingdom - The laid Lords, 
Juſfices, and others, Yery often in giving Counſel 
according to their beſt Diſcretion , have been, by 
the King ſuddetily/atid {6 fiercely chidden and -re- 
proved , that they have not darzd-to. ſpeak the 
Truth,” id giving their Advice for the Srare of the 
King and Kingdom. | 
XXIV. fem, The Treafures,: Cragns,. Reliques, 


without the conſent, of the States of the Kingdom . 
Whereby this X:79dam had been vaſtly impove- 
riſht ,.if God by the retaking of the ſaid Geods n- 
gainſt the faid Kings. Will, had not otherwiſe pro- 
vided. Arid furthermore the ſaid King did cault 
the Rells of Records touching the Srare and Cover 
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ment Of his Kingdom uo be deſtroyed and raſed , to 
the great prejudice of his People and diſinheri- 
ting the Gown of the ſaid Kingdom: And all this, 
as *tis probably believed , in favour aid ſapport 
of his evil Governance. © foe Oo 
XXV. Item, The ſaid King was wont as it were 
rpetually to be ſo variable and diſtmbling in 
is Words and Writings, and fo contrary to him- 
ſelf and eſpecially in writing to the Pope,and to 
Kings, and other Lords out of the Xingdow, and 
within it, and alſo to'others his Subjects, that »o 
man living that khewi.his Conditions could or 
would cornfide-in him ; nay, he was reputed ſo un- 
faithful and unconſtant ; became /candalons 
not 01ly' to his own perſon, byt alſo to the whole 
Kir.gdongand eſpecially ancad Foreigners of all 
the World thar came toknow the ame. | 
ments , the Goods and Chattels of every Freeman by 
the Laws of rhe Realm uſed from all time beretofore, 
ought not ro be taken from him unleſs they be 
Forfeited - Yet the ſaid King purppſing and long- 
aftg to weaken ſuch Laws, in the pretence of very 
many Lords and others of the commonalty of the 
Kingdom, hath frequently faid and affirmed--Thae 
the Life of every one of his Subjefts, and his Lands,, 
Tenements , Goods , and Chattels, are his (the ſaid - 
Kings) at his will and pleaſure , without any forfei- 
rere; Which is ntterly againſt the Laws and Cu- 
.ſtoms of the Kingdom afbreſaid. EN 
XXVII. 7zem, Although it was Fnatted and 
Ordained, and is hitherto Confirmed , . That no 
Freeman ſhall be taken , &C. nor any way defiroyed ;, 
and that the King ſhall not paſi, nor ſend any to paſ 
upor 
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upon him , but by the Lawful Fudement of his Peers » 
or by the Law of the Land : Yet by the Will, Com; 
mand and Order of the ſaid King, very many of 
his Liege People being maliciouſly accuſed for ha” 
ving publickly or ſecretly ſaid ſomething - tha® 
might tend to the diſyraiſe ,, ſcandal, or diſprace 
of the perſon of the ſaid King , have been taken 
and Impriſoned, and brought before the Conſta- 
bleand Marſhal of England 1n the Court Military , 
in which Court the Rid Lzege People being accu- 
ſed would not be admitted to make any other Ar- 
ſwer , than that they were no way guilty , and 
would juſtifie the ſame and defend themſelves by 
their Bodies, and not otherwiſe; notwithſtanding 
their Appelors were young men , ſtout and luſty , 
and thole ſo accuſed, antient, and impotent, maim'd 
or 6nfirm ;; Whereby not only deſtruction of the 
Lords and grandees of the Kingdom, but alfo of 
all and ſingular perſons of the Commonalty of che 
ſame may probably enſue : Since therefore the 
ſ2id King hath wilfully acted contrary to ſuch a 
Statute of his Kingaom, *tis not to be doubted bur 
he hath thereby incurred the Crime of Perjury. 

- XXVII. Jtem,, Although the People of the 
Realm of England, by vertue of their Letgeance are 
fully enough bound to their X:g, and the ſaid 
King by the Laws and Cuſtoms of his Kingdom , is 
enabled to Corre(t and puniſh his People if in any 
kind they Tranſereſ; yet the ſaid King deſiring 
to trample on , and too much oppreſs-his People , 
that he might the more freely execute and follow 
the Humour of his fooliſh and unlawful Will, by 
his Letters to all the Counties of his Kingdom , did 


Injoyn and Command , That all his Subjects, as 
| P 4 well 
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well Spiritual. as Temporal , ſhopld make certain 
Oaths in gencral Whick were tog grigyous to them, 
ad which might probably cauſe the final deſtru- 
ction of þis People ; and that they ſhould oonfirm 
ſuch cheir Oaths under their Letters and Seals. To 
which Royal Ccmmand , tlie People of his Ki1g- 
dom did iubmit and pay Obedience that they 
might not incur his Indignation or Diſpleaſbre , 
and alſo for fear of Death. | 

XXISN. Irem, When Parties contending in the 
Eccleſiajlical Court in Cauſes meerly Fecleſtaſtical 
and Sprritual, had endeavoured to obtain from the 
Chaxcellor of England , Prohibitions to hinder the 
lawful Procels 1n.the faid Courts ; and the ſaid 
Chancchor had juſtly refuſed to grant the lame , 
yet the ſaid King by Letters under his Sgrnet , has 
frequently prohibited the Eccleſiaſtical Judges to 
procecd in ſuch Cauſes , thereby evilly infringing 
the Liberties of the Church in the Grand Charter 
approved, to the Conſervation whereothe was 
ſworn, and damnably incurring Perjrry, and the 
Sentence of Excommunication, againſt tuch Yiela- 
tors thereof, by the Holy Fathers pronoujced- 

XXX. Jtem, The ſaid King without — 
ble or lawful cauſe whatſoever, or any other pro- 
cels of Law, did in his Parliament, encompalsd in 
warlike manner by armed men, adjudge Thomas 
of Arnuzacl, Lord Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Pri- 
mate of ail Ezgland, his Spiritual Father,ablenting 
himſelf by the Treacherous Counſell of the ſaid 
King, to Baniſhment againſt the Laws of his King- 
dom, 1o by him ſivorn to, as aforeſaid. 

XXXl. Trem, By inſpection of the Teſtament 
oi the {id King; Scaled with the Great and Prov 
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Seal, and allo with his Signet, among other things 
there is contained this clauſe or Article. =—* rem, 
*we: will that the reiiduc of our Gold (the true 
* debts of our Houſe-hold, Chamber, and Wardrobe 
© being paid, for payment whereof we bequeath 
©'T wenty Thouſand Marks, reſerving to our Exe- 
© cutors, Five or Six Thouſand Marks: which wee 
© will by them to be expended towards the more 
© plentiful maintainance cf the Lepers, and Chap- 
© lains, to celebrate before them, by us founded at 
* Weſtminſter ,and Br mondeſcye) ſhall remain to our 
© Succeſſor, provided alwaics that he approve ra- 
© tify and confirm, and kold, and caufe tobe hol- 
©den, andfirmly obſerved, all and fingular,the Sta- 
*tutes, Ordinances, and Judgments, made , given, 
© and renderid in our Parliament , begun at Weſt- 


' * minſtcr, the 17th day of the Month September , 


*inthe oneand Twentieth Year of our Reign,and 


| f in the ſame Parliament, continued at Shrewsbury, 
| ©and there holden, and alfo, all the Ordinances , 
| © Fudgments, and Eſtabliſhments, the 16th day of 


© September, in the 22th Year.of our Reign , at 
* Ccventry, and afterwards at-Weſtminjter, the 18th 
* day of Aarch,in the Year aforetaid , by the Aus 
© thority of the ſaid Parliament. And likewife all 
© other Ordinances, and Judgments , which ſhall 
© hereafter happen to be made by Authority of the 
© ſaid Parliament: But otherwile, if our ſaid Suc+ 
* ceſlor ſhall refuſe to do the Premiſes. (which we 
© do not believe) Then we will that Thomas Duke 
© of Surry, .Edward Duke d? Auamale, Jobn Duke 
© of Execter,and William le Scrope, Earl of Wiltſhire; 
6 (paying firſt the Debts cf our Houſhonld,our Cham- 
* ber, ard our Wardrobe, and referving F Ive = Six 

* Thou- 
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© Thouſand Marks, as aboveſaid,) ſhall have and 
© hold all the ſaid Relidue above mentioned, for to 
© {upport and defend the ſaid Statutes , Eſtabliſh- 
. © ments, Ordinances, and Judgments, to their ut- 
© moſt power, even unto Death; if it be neceſſary; 
© Upon all which , and every part, we do hereby 
© charge and burden their Conſciences as they will 
© anſwer in the day of Judgment. By which Ar- 
Ticle it may evidently enough appear : That the 
faid King did obſtinately ſtrive to maintain and de- 
{nd thoſe Statutes, and Ordinances, which are 
erroneous and unjuſt,and repugnant to all Law and 
Reaſon. And this not only during his Life, but 
after bis Death too, neither regarding the Peril of 
his own Soul, nor yet the utter deſtruction of his 
Sid Kingdom, or Leige People. » 

XXXII. Jrezs, in the 11th Year of the ſaid King, 
Richard , he the faid King in the Chappel of his 
Mannor of Lavgley, in the preſence of the Dukes 
of Laxcaftcr , and: York, and very many other 
Lords, deſiring /as it hath appeared) thatas Un- 
cle the Duke of Gleceſter , then there preſent , 
ſhould fully confide in the Good will of him the 
Aid King, did voluntarily and of his own accord , 
ſwear before the venerable Sacrament of the Lords 
Body, there placed upon the Altar, that thence- 
forwards he would never endammage , trouble, or 
grieve bin, the {2id Dake of Glacefter , for any of 
his deeds which arc faid ro have been committed. 
againſt the Perſon of him the ſaid King ; But did 
cheerfully and totally forgive him all kis offence if 
any wete. Yet afterwards, notwithſtanding ſuch 
Oarh; the ſaid King did horribly and cruelly cauſe , 


the faid-Duke to be murdered, for ſuch the before 
ES, pretended 
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MF pretended offences,thereby incurring the Guilt of 
damunable Perjury. 
 XXX1I, Jrem, After one of the Knigots of the 
Shires, of the ſaid Kingdom, having a voice in Par- 
liament , had Impeached the faid: Lord Thomas , 
Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, upon certain defaults, 
committed againſt the Kings ry wa + as was un- 
truely ſuggeſted : - And the faid Archbiſhop, pre- 
ſently then and there offered himſelfready to an- 
ſwer the matters charged upon him ; _ defired 
that he might be thereunto admitted by the Xing , 
not doubting as he ſaid, but he ſhall be able, ſufh- 
ciently to ſhew his Innocence; Yet the faid King , 
contriving by all the ways and means he could,to 
oppreſs the ſaid Biſhop of Canterbury, and ruin his 
Eſtate, (as.the Event of the matter has declared) 
Tpeaking F-ororp wb and with a cheerfull counte- 
Dance of the {aid Archbiſhop, from bis Royal Seat, 
did adviſe and very earneſtly requeſt him, that at 
that time, he would hold his Peace, and expett a 
better and more fit time to make his defence ; 
which day being paſſed , the ſaid King from da 
to day, for Five days or more,did fraudulently an 
treacherouſly deceive the ſaid Archbiſhop , coun- 
ſelling him, and perſwading him , that he would 
not come to the Parliament, but wait at home 
without any fear, becauſe , asthe ſaid King faith- 
fully did promiſe him, there ſhould not in his ab- 
ſence any loſs or prejudice be done or happen to 
him. Notwithſtanding all which, the ſaid King in 
his Parliament aforeſaid, did in the mean time ad- 
judge the ſaid Archbiſhop to be baniſhed , during 
| the Kings pleaſure, thoughabſent, and never any 
way called to anſwer, and without any reſaonable 
Co br: 747 x”. 2 
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cauſe wharſoever; and atfo yoluntarily*apainſt the ' 


Laws of the Kingdom , and atl Juſtice Confiſca- 

ted all his Goods', whereby he likewite became 

Guilty. of Perjury. But forthermore , the ſaid 

' King bring willing to Palliate his Malice and Sub- 
tilty, by flattering: diſcourſes which he oft-times 

had with: the faid' Areh-biſhop , did endeavour to 
clear himſelf of ſnch injury done, and make as if 

it were” the. doings of others ; inlomuch that the 

Arch-bifhop diſcourfing with the King , and with 

theDnke of N-rfo/k, and other Lords, and great 

'"men-of the Kinzdom ;* And happening ro ſay by 
way. of Lamenting hisown Condition , That he 

was not the firſt that had ſuffered Baniſhment, nor 

ſhorild he be the laft;' For he thought” in a ſhott 

time the Dake of Norfolk, and orher Lords woutd 

follow him; and confidently avetred to the King, 
That all the Rizour of theſe Proceedings, would 

finally be returned back oz his own Htiad. To which 
the taid King as aſtoniſhed inconttnently replied, 

thar ber verily thourht it mglt ſo happen, and that lie 

bi)ifel f might and indccd 9::7hr to be exptlPd hi; Kiig- 
dom by his Leige People.” And further the King 
ſaid, that if the ſame ſhould happett, He world cou- 
vey himfelf ro the ſame place, wherq the ſaid Archli- 
ſrep fond be. And that the Archbiſhop might the 
rather Credit his words, He ſhewed hima certain 
great Jewel, | Fmile; a Brooch or Tablet, Curi- 
oufly formed, underneath the skirt of his dytward 
veſtment! Intimating for certain to the faid Arch- 
biſhop; that when ever he ſhould ſend rhart Jewel 
for a Token, he would not delay to come thirher, 
whete the ſaid Arch-hiſhop ſhould be'reſidenr : 
Ard that the {aid Arch-biſhop might more confide 

in 
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# him; the ſaid King ſqnt.to him, adviſing-him, 
that he ſhould Privately ſend all his, Jewels, and 
other things of value, belonging to his Chappel , 
unto him the ſaid King; For the ſafe keeping ' 
thereof, leſt by colour of the before mentioned ' 
Judgment , any one ſhould wrongfully ſeize the 
fame, Which under the,greateſt confidence in the | 
World being done, the ſaid King cauſed him to | 
repoſite the laid Goods in certain Cof/crs: and tlic | 
:faid Ceffers to be locked up,and ſealed by one of the 
Archbiſkops Clerks, and keeping the faid Coffers 
by him, returned; the Keys. thereof by. the, faid 
Clerk to the Archbiſhop. Yet afterwards unknown 
to the ſaid Archbiſhop,cauſed the ſajd Cer to be 
broken open , and diſpoſed of the goads there- 
. | 1n, at his will and pleaſure, Furthermore the faid 
| King faithfully promiſed the,faid Archbiſhop, that 
if he would but repair to the Port of Hump, in 
| | order to go out of the Realm, he would at leaſt by + 
\ | the. Interceſſion of the Queen, get him. Recalled. 
And if jt ſhould happen,that he the ſaid Archbiſhop 
ſhould go. out of the Realm, he ſhould without fail 
return into England, before Exfter next following 
, | nor ſhould in any kind loſe his Archbilhoprick : 
And this he faithfully promiſed, ſwearing.upon the 
| Croſs of the late Martyr S. Thomas, Archbtſhop of 
. | Canterbury, by-him the faid King, corporally tou- 
ched; all which promiſes notwichſtanding,tue ſaid ,s 
 pKing forced the ſaid, Archhilhop to. depart the , 
q | Realm : Aad forthwith tranimitted ſpecial Letters 
to the Apoſtolical See, to,.have him Traiuflated. ,, 
4 | And ſo, and by ether Frauds, and deceitful Tricks }. 
{ [of the ſaid King, the {aid Archbiſhop being a 
| well-meaning believing man, was ſubgily.circum-- | 
. | vented. AND 
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AND becauſe it ſeemed to all the Eſtates of the \ 


Realm, being asked their Judgments thereupon,as 
well ſeverally as jointly , That theſe cauſes of 
Crimes and Defaults were ſufficient and notorious 
to depoſe the ſaid King; Conſidefing alfo his own 
Confeſſion of his inſufficiency and other things 
contained in his ſaid Renunciation and Ceſſion, 0- 
penly delivered, all the faid States did unani- 
mouſly conſent, that ex abundants, that they ſhould 
Proceed unto a Depoſition of the ſaid King, for 
the great ſecurity , and tranquillity of the Peo- 
ple, and benefit of the Kingdom. Whereupon the 
ſaid States and Commons unanimouſly conſtituted, 
and publickly deputed certain Commiſkoners,v-x. 
The Biſhop of $ Aſaph, the Abbot of Glafſenbury, 
the Earl of Gloceſter, the Lord Berkley, Sir Thomas 
Erpyngham , and Sir Shomas Grey , Knights , and 
W:ll;am Thirnyng , one of the Juſtices, to paſs ſuch 
ſentence of Depoſition ; And to depoſe the faid 
King Richard, from all Kingly dignity, Majeſty , 
and Honour, on the behalf and in the name. and by 
the Authority of all the ſaid States, as jn like 
Caſes, from the Antient Cuſtom of the ſaid King- 
dom had been obſerved. And forthwith the ſaid 
Commiſlioners taking upon themſelves, the bur- 
then of the ſaid Commiſſion, and ſitting on aTribu- 
nal before the ſaid RoyalChair of State, having firſt 
had fomedebate of the matter, did on the behalf 
and in the name,and by the authority aforeſaid,paſs 
the ſaid Sentence of Depoſition, being reduced into 
writing, and cauſed ſuch their Sentence to be read 
and recited by the ſaid Biſhop ef S. Aſaph, their 
Collegue, by the Will and Command of the reſt of 
the ſazd Commiſſioners : In theſe words. 
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N the Name of God,Amen : 7 Joha 

4 Biſhop of Aſaph, John Abbor of Glaſ- 
enbury, Thomas Zr! of Gloceſter, Thomas 
Zord Berkley, Thomas de Erpingham, ax4d 


| Thomas Gray, X nights, «nd William Thir- 


nyng Fuftice, Commiſſioners ſpecially deputed 
to the matters under written , by the Peers 
and Lords Spiritual azd4 Temporal of the 
Kingdom of England, and the Commons of 
the ſaid Kingdom ; Repreſenting all Eſtates 
(or Conditions) of the ſaid Realm, ſitting in 
Tribunal, and baving conſidered the multiplys 
ed. Perjuries , Cruelty , and very many other 


Crimes of the ſaid Richard, touching his ; . 
is 


| wverament conmitted and perpetrated in 


Kingdomes and Dominions aforeſaid, during 
the time of his Governance; and before the ſaid 
States openly and publickly propounded,exbibi- 
red , and recited; Which have been and are fo 
publick notorious qnanifeſt,and ſcandalous that 
they could not nor can be concealed with dent. 
al or excuſe. And conſiderins likewiſe the con- 
felfion of the ſaid Richard , acknowledging 


and repating, and truly, and of his own certain 


+ knowledge , judging himſelf to have been and 


to be utterly inſufficient and unmeet. for the 
rule and Government of the ſaid Kingdoms axd 


Dominions, and-their Appurtenances, and for 


| ſuch his notorious demerits, worthy to be depo- 


ſee, 
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/, ed, as by him the ſaid Richard, was before des | 
lared, and by his Will and Command,publiſh- 
td before the ſaid States, and made known and 
expoſed to them in the valgar Tongue , ha- 
wing already had diligent deliberation upon 
th-ſe things "nd all others, tranſatted in this 
Afﬀair before the ſaid States and us: He doon 
the behalf andin the name, and by the Antho- 
rity to us in this matter committed, ex abun- 
dant1, and for Cantion Pronounce, accree ayd 
declare him the ſaidRichard , to have beep , 
aud to be unfit, unable; and utterly inſ1 afficient 
far., and unworthy of, the Rute and Govern- 
ment of the ſaid Kingdoms, and the Dominion, 
aud Rights, and Appurtenances of the ſame , 
and for any by reaſon of the Premiſſes,to be de- 
ſervedly depoſed of, and from all Royal Dignity 
and Honour, if any thing of ſuch Dignity and 
Honour were yet remaining in him, Andwith 
the ſame Caution we do Depofe him by this our 
ae fftnitive ſentence in writing , Expreſly for- 
biding all and ſingular the Lords , Archbi- 
ſhops, Biſhops, «xd Prelates, Dukes, Mar- 
queſſes, Earls, Barons, Knights, Vaſſals, 
and Valvaſſors, and other Subjetts, and Leige 
people of tbe ſaid Kingdoms and Dominion,and 
other places to the - ſaidK, ingaoms ard Dominion 
b:longing ythat henceforth none of them _ 
any way obey or Regard the ſaid Richard , 
King or Lord of the / wid Kingdom and Domini- Py 
ON, Further- 
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Furthermore the ſaid States willing that nothing 
ſhould be wanting which might be of value, or 
ought ro be required touching the Premiſſes. being, 
ſeverally interrogated thereupon , did conſtitute 
the ſame Perſons "that were before nominated 
Commiſſioners, to be their Procurators, joyntly 
and ſeverally to reſign and give back to the ſaid 
King Richard, the Homage and Fealty to him be- 
fore made, and to intimate to him, if it ſhould 
be requiſite, all the Premiſes, touching ſuch his 
Devottig and Renunciation. 

And then preſently, as ſoon as it appeared by 
the Premiſes, and the occaſion of them , That the 
Crown of England, with its Appurtenances was 
vacant, the aforeſaid Henry Duke of Lancaſter Ti- 
ſing up from his place,and ſtanding to erected as he 
might conveniently be ſeen by the People, and 
humbly fortifying himſelf with the Sign of the 
Croſs on his Forehead ,, and on his Breaſt, having 
alſo firſt called upon the name of Chtult, did claim 
the faid Kingdom fo vacant as aforeſaid, with its 
Crown andall its Members and Appurtenances;In 
this form of words in his Mother Tongue. 
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N the name of Fader,Son,and Yolp 

_ Goik, J Henry of Lancaſter, chalenge 
this Uewme of Yadlonde,and the Croun 
with all the Members, and the Appur- 
tenances, als J that am deſcendit, be 
Ugyt Line of the Blode,compng fro 
the Gude £02d Bing Henry Therde,and 
thozghe that right that God of e1s 
G2ace hath ſent mee, with helpt of my 
Byn, and of mp Frendes to recover it ; 
Tye whtch Kewme was in popnt to be 
ondone fo2 defaut of Governance, and 
undoyng of the Gude Lawes, 


After which Claim and Challenge, as well tie 
Lords Spiritual as Temporal, and all the States 
toc prefeur, being ſeverally and joyntly interro- 
gated, what they thought of that Claim ? The 
13id Sctaies with the whole . People without any 
difficulty or delay, did unanimouſly conleat, that 
the ſaid Duke ſhould Reign over them. Aid forth- 
with, as the {aid K:ng ſhewed to the States of the 
Kinedum, the Signet of King K:ichara, delivered 
to him as a token of his will, that he ſhould ſucceed 
im as atorclaid , the ſaid Archbiſhop taking the 
ſaid Ring Herry by the Right Hand,led him to the 
Royal Chair of State : And after the ſaid King 
kneeling down before it,had prayed a little while, 
the ſaid Archbiſhop of Canterbury, afſifted by the 
Archhiſhop of York, did place the ſaid King, and 
caufe him to fit in the ſaid Royal Scat; All the 
people 
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people wonderfully ſhouting for joy,and by and by 
' the ſaid Archbiſhop of Canterbury, having with 
much ado, procured ſilence from the over joy*d 
multirude, made a ſhort diſcourſe, or Oration in 
theſe words. 


Vir Dominabitur populo, 4 man ſpall 
Reign over my people, 1 Sam.g,17, Theſe are 
the words of. — of Kings ſp:aking to Sa- 
muel, az teaching him how a perſon ſhould be 
qualifi-d to Rale ,. ſince the people deſired te 
have a King given. And not nnficly may they 
be ſaid of our Lord the King whom we behold 
this day, and if we but intimately conſider 
theſe words , they afford us matter of preat . 
Conſolation ; for God does not threaten us as he 
aid formerly his people by Taiah, ſaying,lſa.3. 
I will make Children to rule over them ; 
But according to his Compaſſion, who in his 
wrath remembreth mercy, he hath wiſuted his 

cople, and now no more Children ( as here- 
tofore) [hall Lord it over them. For the Lord 
ſaith tothem, Aman {hall Rule : Of he late 
Rulers of this Kingdom, or any of them, one 
might bave fitly ſaia that of the Apoſtle, Cor. 
12. I ſpake as a Child, I underſtood as a 
Child, Ithought as a Child. The Apoitle 
repeats it thrice, As a Child, I ſpake, I un- 
derſtood and thought, 4s to ſpeech "7 
certain that a Child is unconſtant in ſpeak- 
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ing, he caſiy [pes 's true, and as eaſily falſe, ts 


YOauy 112 WIYAS FO promiſe, but what he promi- 
cs h: preſently forects. Now theſe are things 
very tlnecauvenient 1nd dangerous in 4 King ; . 
norts zt prfſuble that any Realm (hall. ſtand long 
in oped 5 wh:re theſe Conditions bear ſway. 
But from ſuch miſchiefs a Kinz:dom is freed, 
whoſe Seepter is ſway'dLy a Man, for it bes 
longs to a Man to ſt a watch before his Tongue; 
and fuch is our preſent happineſs, over whom 
not a Child, but aMan is ſet , and ſuch an 
037, 4s I hope we my ſay of him That in Ec- 
cle{'g. Blelled is the ran that hath not er- 
r:d with his Tongue, 7h-n faith the po- 
Jil I underſt.od as a Child : Now a Child 
- iſbes aothiy» but flatterics ana plealing 
= \ aud nnd: rſlands only Pawbles and 
Ti:iics, and loves nit on. that argnes accord- 
"I lo rath, y.a inaced htes him b.yond all 
2 2/ure. it th x<tofor: among ft us Truth 
was [ia my -@ under foot » ſo that none aur it 
ſpeat: ii it; and aa ther. fore "tis plain and appa- 
rent EAnOU hes thit He that thin Reinn'd un- 
derſtood 25a Child: For a Man is not addi- 
( d to "e ch th; 1N2S » bat underſtands wiſaom, 
{o that by the Grace of God it may be ſua of 
h mM, 4s it is written Eccl:{.g9., Bleſſed is the 
man that abideth in wildoin. For as a Child 
7: delwhted in Vaniiy, ſo a may has regard tc 
Trick and Wiſdom : Trath therefore ſhall 
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w enter and Vanity depart , which has done ſo 
t much miſchi finour Nation ; for now a Mail 
ſhall Rule, who ſeeks aftcy Truth,and not Va- 
nity oz Plattery.7hirdly,1t is ſaid, l thought 
a>a Child, for a Child thinks and ſtudies 
only how to have his humour, and do thinss ac- 
cording to his Own will, and not- atcording 10 
Reaſon : Therefore when a Child Reigns,theri 
only Self-will Reipns, and Reaſon 15 baniſhr, 
and Conltancy is put to fliaht, and yreat dan- 
ger enſues; from which danzer w' are 4 17- 
ver d, for 4 Man ſhal!l rule over us, ro wit, 
One that ſpeaks not like a Child, but thus, as 
on: that bu th: perfeition of Reaſox---I com: 
nut todo my own wall, but the will of him 
that ſent me ; ro wit,of God : Andih'r fore 
of ſuch a man w- will ſay not only that he wi/l 
abide iz wiſdom, but alſo that as 4 Man, nt 
a Chi!d, he will meditate on the Circamſpett:- 
on of God ; that is he will every way d 1 gent- 
{y obſerve that Gods, will not his own be don-, 
an" ſo in the flead of a Child wantoning in for- 
liſh ftubbory humors, a Man ſhall R i2n, ant 
fach a Man, that it ſhall be f1i4 of him,» -A 
King fhallReign in wiſdom, and he {hi!! 
execute Jadzzment and do Juitic2 in the 


Earth, 
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Which Yarrangue being ended rhe 
ſaid Lord King Yenry to appeaſe the 
minds of his SubjeQs, did then and there 
utter theſe words. 


Sitrs,J thank God and 3o0we Sptrt- 
tual and Temporel,and all the Aſtaies 
of the Lond, and do zowe to wyte, it es 
noght my will that no man thynke that 
be wap ok Conqueſt J wold diherit any 
man of hts Beritage,Franches,02 other 
Uyghts that yym aghHt to Have, no put 
hym out of that that He Has, and has 
Had by the gude Laws and Cuſtoms of 
the BRewme: Except thoſe perſons that 
has ben agan the gude purpoſe and the 
commune p2ofit of the Ue'wme. 


' And forthwith conſiderinz, that by the former 
w4ca:icy Of the Royal Throne, by the Ceſſion and 
Depoſnton aforclaid, all power of Juſtices, Sheriffs, 
:nJ other Officers, througt.out rhe Kingdom was 
ceaſed, therefore to the end; that there might be 
15i11urenordelay inthe admioiſtration of Juſtice, 
tz thegrieiance cf the People, he cauſed princi- 
Fal Officers and Juſtices to be made and ſworn to 
him with the nſual Oaths. And it was immediate- 
Iy proclaimed by the Kings Command, that on 
Af.x4sy next. after the ſaid Feaſt of S. Michael, 
a Pariiament {acuid be heid, and celebrated. _ 
Thar 
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that on the Monday following that, that is to ſay 
on the Feaſt of S. Edwara, ſhou'd be the Corona- 
tion of the ſaid King at Weſtminſter, and that all 
thoſe that could claim any ſervice inthe fa'd Co- 
ronation, ſhould come to the Whitehall, of the 
Palace before the Steward, Conſtable, and Mar- 
ſhall of Ezg/and, on S.:rurday next, before the day 
of the ſaid Parljament,ro make their juſt demands 
in that. behalf, and receive right therein. Butas 
for the ſhortning the day aſſigned to the Parlja- 


ment, there was a Proteſtation made by the King, 


That it was not his intent that thereby any pre- 
judice ſhould be brought upon the States of his 
Kingdom ; nor that the ſame for the future ſhould 
be drawn into Example : but that fuch Abbrevia- 
tion of Time was only made for the benefit and 
profit of the Kingdom, and eſpecially to fave the 
Labour and Expences of ſeveral of his people,and 
that the Grievances of the people might be the 
ſoorer remedied. 

After wiich the King ariſing from his Royal 
Throne, and beholding t] e people with a cheer- 
ful and benjgn Countenen:e, -retired himſelf 
from thence, all the people rejoycing. And the 
jame day in the ihite- hall aforeſaid, made a ſc- 
iemn Feaſt to the Nobles and Gentry there in a 
vaſt multitude aſſembled. 

And afterwards, viz. On IWWeareſdiy next fol- 
lowing, the before named Procurators fo depuicd 
as aforeſaid,did-according as they were command- 
ed, repair into the Preſence of the ſaid lace 
King Richard being within the Tower aforeſair', 
and the feil Sir Wil/iam Tiirnyng the Juſtice, for 
himfelf and his Compar:i9ns and Felloiy-Provura- 

Q 4 tors, 
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iOrs, in the Name cf all the States and Pcopie 2- 
foreſaid, d:d notifie and fully declezre unto the 
{aid Rich. rd, their a 2d4mifion of his [aid Rexuncia- 
:50n, and the Manner, Cauſe and Form «of fuch ſen- 
rence of Depoſirion, and preſently did reſign and 
give back to the {aid late Arg Richard Cie Ho- 
maze and Fealty formerly to him made as afocec- 
{id : With theſe words., 


The Words which Willam 
i liirnyng ſpake to Monlire Ri- 
cnard late Kio of England ut the 
Tower of London 1" his Cham: 
ber, on Wedneſday next afier the 
Feaih + of S. Michacl the Archangel, 
Were as follow : 


Ire, Jt 1s wele know to 30w, that 
ther 'T was a Dariement fomon'd cf 


all the. > D>tatcs of the Ucaume fo? to be. 


at Wceitmyitre,and to begtit on the Tueſ\? 
oi in the Pon of the Feſt of S, Mi- 

:cl theArcyangel.that was zeſterday; 
| xo £uſe of the which SummNs all 
toe c Eta 1c86t this Lond were tyere ga- 
% 1D . Tye mich States Vols made 
tines fume perfones that ben comen 
$32Ce ts IVC NOW yer PICCUCat998,610 
163 HUTT 14447 Aztozite and 1>9wer, 
and 
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end charged hem fo2 to ſay the wozds 
that we (all ſay fo 30w 1n her Name, 
and on thetr bchzaive;thatis to wytten, 
the Biſhop of Saint Aſſa fo2 Ersbiſhop- 
pcs and Biſtoppes, the Abbot ofGiaiten- 
bury fox Abbots and Puours, and all 
ot er men of 20lp C1reye, — 
and Rewelers.tie Cearle of Gluuceltr 
{02 ZPUReS nv Crls.the Lo2d of Berkley, 
fo: Barons aud Danezettes, fr Tho- 

mas Ir pvngham Chamberlepn foz all toe 
Bach! icrs and Commons of this Lond 
Ve Souty ; - 21It Thumas Grey f62 8 the 
2Bachilers and Commons by NozthH, 
andwmy fclawe Johan Markham , and me 
{02 to come itth hen fo2 all thesD fates, 
And ſo.,Syvre, theſe wo2bs end the doing 
thatwe Gall lay to 35we,ts net onlycy 
SUL W92des, but Ma; ec wo22cs aid the 
vopyngs of all the =totes of this ond, 
and our THarge and finer Name. 

——_— VE Ant wered end fats, Tratye 

vyſte wele that we wold noght ſay but 
v2C Were CUTYAED. 

"tip e, JE YEe9339 30wWe weice tht of 

My \neday inthe £79 of erin Michel £9 
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m9yrthip that longed thereto, and aſſot- 
led all zouUrLetges of her Ligeance and 
Dbetſance that longed to 30we uppe the 
fourme that 1s contened in the ſame Re- 
nunctation and Ceſſton, whiche 3e redde 
Zour ſelf by 3our mouth,and afferm?d it 
by 3our Otye,and by 3zour own wuting, 
Upon whtchye 3e made 4 Oz2deined 3our 
P2ocuratozs the Ersbiſhop of York and 
the Biſhopof Hereford,fo2 tonotifie and 
declare in z3our Name thes Renunctatr- 
on and Ceſſion at Weſtmynitre to all the 
States, and ail the People tyat was 
there gadyr'd, betauſe of the ſummons 
afo:eſatd,the which thus don yeſterday 
by tes Lo2ds 30ur P2ocuratozs,4 wele 
yerde and underſtouden thes Venuncia- 
tion andCLeſſiou ware plenelich and fre- 
ich accepted, and fuiltth agreed by al 
the States and People fozcſaid, And 
obcr this, Sire,at theinftance of ailthes 
States + People,ther ware certain Ar- 

icles of Dcfautes in 30ur Governance 
redie there.and tho wele herd 4& pleine- 
iiczundcrſtouden to all theStates foze- 
ſaid, gem thogyt heinſo trewe, and ſo 
noto:18 and knowen, That vy tho Cau- 
2s, and by mo other, as thet ſayd,and 
£29y1g Conlidceration to zour own 
W823 {33 310 6wn Uenunciation and 
| Cefſion 
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/ Ceſſlion,that 3e were not wozthy,no fuf- 
lictent ne able fo2 to Governe, foz 3our 
owne demerites, as 1t 19 moze pleiner- 
Uch contened therein \ hem thoght that 
wos reſonable and cauſe {oz to depoſe 
3owe, and her Commillaries that they 
made «and o2dein'd, as 1t 18 of Kecozd 
that declared and decreed and adjudged 
Jowe fo2 to be depoſed and p2zyved, and 
indede depoſed 3owe and p2yved 30we of 
the Altate of King, and of the Lo2dſhip 
conteined in the Renunciation and 
Ceſlion fozſayd, and of all the dignite 
and wy2ihipp, and of all the Admint- 
{tration that longed thereto. Aud we 
pocuratozs to all thes States and 
People fozfayd os we be charged by 

hem.,and by her Aucto:tte gyften us, 

and in yer name 3elde 30w uppe fo2 ail 

the States and People, toziſaydYoinage 

Letge,and Feaute, and all 'Letgeance, 

and all other Zondes, Chyarges,: and 
Services that long tyerto,andthat non 
of all thes States and Eeople fro thys 
tyine f0:'wa2d ne bere 3owe Fepth,ne de 
39ve DOveiſance os to that Bing. 

And he anſ\wered and ſepd.that he lo- 
ked not ther after,but he layde,that af- 
ter all this he hoped that 1s Coſyn 
wolde be goode L92d to hym. Thus 
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Thus tar the Record, word for word Tranſatcd 
out of the Larize and French, and the E Engliſh rect- 
tcd in the Old Werds, atid obſolete ſpelli i 'gAas it 
—_ iu the Rolls reinaining in the Tower. , the 

me being pee cd to have lecn Exomincd und 

ound to ugrce therewih. 


"—s thc ſeries of ſoy, we haveatiend:d 
Mizunk han | Princ CC th: 'ouph all th Sreg's s - 


Pri\c ” f1 tis ny = 1e Ut; ned 2 nia ong 
{o th:t on 2 ſudden hes ec vasabadoned,defpiicd, 
and reduced tothe Condition of a private man, 


a State fo much wor > than that cf Death as It 
{:ftercd him 19 fe: v172 his Honour, aud remajn 
Galy 2 Monument of his ewa Il2noininy, and the 
Tr: mph s cf his Sacceſſor. 
Yet iis AJ7idticr lafled not very jong tor there 
;E ielT: ,m many ſteps b<tv, cgn the Priſeu © and the 
Cr. Of reac en. Th agh? 1n- £7: Fis Fate 
eras to have been a: eceratcd by tho vai i attempts 
of oy ded Friends fo reftore him, rather than 
by 7 Pi ed frarment of thcfe that had cilioilciled 
him. For at irftafcer his Devo 1f19N he was car- 
tied to L.ceas Cajile mn A cntgal d there kc -T urdec 
2 COM, /CTCtt Gu.Id as a Pi; on Lut not in a. '/ 


very £00 CONIDEICNT, NOT Yet 1 thouc ?rince'; 
AZirmerzice 1h {eine Proportio. 0 his q:80nd 4/1 
(ShrichTh'/ . 


On 1, —_ the 29th of Septe uber, 1999. W2s 
the laid King Richera?s Rell nation; On tic next? 
day ke was De poſed ay tae Parliament, and terry 
Te 4: the {a.d claim to the Crowa l, and atuaily 
' bega I} 
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beg2:1 his Rergr as King. On the 6th of Offober 3 
Parizzment meets, that was Summonecd by him in 
his own Name, and cn Af04ay the 13:5 of the 
{}me Veober, he was Crowned, being the ſame day 
of the Month on which in the very lait year he 
receiicd Sentence cf Baniſhmeut. 


' 1ncherter ro eſtabl;ſh his vew aſſumed T hrone, 
| be began with Acts of Clemency,as hoping to Tur- 
chaſe zwww Fricds, or at lcalt extinguiih old Ez- 


mites; the Dukes of Azmorie and Exeter, the Earl 
of Salt. biti 8 41d the Lord Atorliy ( all Prevamu”s 


; to the late King Richard) he freely pard:wad; yer 
; could put tis wmixpetted favorr (at which the 
- | common people net a littic murmur?d, as being 
they thought wadcſert?d ) reltruin theſe very 
Noblemei trom hazarding their own Lives, ard. 


lit too, for whole fake they pretended to ven- 
ture. them, in attempting freſh Drſinronees. FOr 
| before King Henry had re,gned two years, they, 
with ſeveral others, enterd into a Confeaerary 
{fiſt batcht, 2tis ſaid, by. the Abb<rt cf Jc/fmmi- 
ſter ) to deſtioy him, by lurprifing aim at a T ow - 
nant, Or Alartial Excrcije, that they appointed 
to be he!d at Orford, aud to which they nad 
folemaly z7:z2ircd him, and then to re-eſlabliſi 
Fichard, A Pleat, which whether it were more 
jajtly or imp-udently aefizind, more wonder; ily Qil- 
covered ar h: ft, or mcie ſtrangeiy quaſli'd at lair, 
9: proved more firal tothe vidertaiers, or to the 
i2id lare depotjed King Ruby, we mult refer to 
the Reader's ceniure : For in ſhort ſoit was, Thar 
the Nuke of Auncrie riding, towards Orford ta 
Tap ,calling by the way 02 his Father the Du<c ©: 


o 


> 


joyn the reſt of tis Aſſociates at their pretender! 
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York, and having in his boſom an Indentare, con- 
taining the Heads of the Conſpiracy mutually Sigwd 
and SeaPd by the principal Agents therein ; the 
old Duke happening -to ſpy it as they fat at Din- 
ner, ask*d what it was? And the Son in ſome 
diſorder anſwering, that 1t zo way concerned him, 
the Father ſwore by Sr. George that he would ſee ir, 
and pluck?d it from him ; by which perceiving 
their Plor, he upbraided his Son, and told him, 
he would preſently acquaint King Henry. But 
Aumerle got out of the Houſe,and rode with ſuch 
ſpeed, that he got to Windſor (where the Core then 
was ) before his Father, and begging the King's 
| Pardon, fiſt of all diicoyer'd tne whole Intrigue 
himſelf. 

The King provides for his own ſafety,retires t6 
London, and the Conſpirators perceiving the buſi- 
neſs had taken Air,prompted on by deſpair,betook 
themſelvesto Arms; and having with them one 
Maud a Prieſt, that very much reſembled King 
Rich :,they attired him in Royal Robes, and gave 
outgthat hewas King Richard.elcaped out ofPrifon. 
By wh.. h F:ction they drew together a conſiderable 
Army.2nd ſuch as might have ſhockt King Henry's 
ſcarce-we}l-ſerled Crown,had not Fortune(always 
his Friend)icattered them in a moment by themoſt 
unexpected accident in the World. For their 
Troops being encamped near Ciceſter , and the 
Duke of Swrrey, and the Earl of Saliszury, taking 
their Quarters within the Town at one end, and 
the Duke of Excter, and the Earl of Glocefter, in 
another: The Baylitt of the Town (lam ſorry 
his Name is not recorded, for a ſtout brave fellow 
no doubt he was, that durſt attack fuch migthy 
Peers, 
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s Peers, that had ſo numerous an Army within a 
Mile or two of the Town ) underſtanding that 
they were in Rebellion againſt the King,gathering 
a Company of Townſmen in the night, aſſaulted 
tne Inn where Surrey and Salubury lay, who afrec 
a long defence, being in danger of being taken, a 
Prieſt of their Parry fer divers Houſes in the 
Town on Fire, hoping thereby ro divert the Aﬀai- 
tnts from proſecuting the Lords,to fave their 
Houfes.Burt this enfland them the more,& ſo hotly 
they puriued the Skirmiſh, that they ſlew the ſaid 
two Noblemen,and cur off their Heads.In themean 
time from the other Inn, Exeter fled to his Camp, 
intending to bring the whole Army to reſcue his 
Friends: Burt the Soldiers having heard a Clamour, 
ard teeing the Town on Fire, imagined King Henry 
h1d been come with all his Forces. and ſo in a pan- 
nick fear fled and diſperſed themſelves; and the 
ſaid Duke of Exeter having skulk*d up and down 
for ſome time, was taken and Beheaded at Plaſhey 
in Eſſex; The very place where by his Council and 
Contrivance the Duke of Gloceſter kad been appre- 
hended, and ſent away to Cal:ce to be murdered. 

Though King Richard being all this while a Pri- 
ſoner,cannot be ſuppoſed to have much hand 1a this 

Inſurrefion, yer being undertaken for his ſake, is 
might poſſibly haſten his End. He was now re- 
mov?d from Leeds to Pomſraft C:iſtle, and as we 
know not the certain time of his Death, fo like- 
wiſe is the manner of it varioully reported. Some 
write; That he was every day ſerv'd in with abun- 
dance of coſtly Diſhes, but nor /:ffered to touch or 

taſt one of them,and ſo periſhed with Famine; bur 

ſuch barbarous unnatural Cruelty ſeems wholly f4- 
mY 
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bulous. Others relate, T hit King Henry having at 
Tadic veel overheard to ſay with a ſigh---- Have [ 
never a Friend that will rid me of him whoſe Life will 
breed deſirnetion to me, and diſquict to the Realm ? 
One Sir Perce Exton taking this for a Warrant, 
gees down to Poxtefratt, and firſt commanded his 
7 4jtcr vt to take the Eſſay of his Meat as former- 
ly: at which Xichard being offended ,, and being 
to'd it was by K. Henry's Order, faid to his Squire, 
The Pevil take Heary of Lancaſter C& thee together, 
upon which Sir Pz:ce entered the Chamber with 
eight Armed Men,which King Richard perceiving, 
wrung the Z:{ out of the hands of the formoſt,and 
flew four of them, but was at laſt himſelf knock'd 
down by Sir Fierce with a Po!e- Axe : Which Rela- 
tion 11cewile ſeems a little Romantick.Walſngham 
tel!s us, that after the Defeat of his Friends, the 
Duke of Exerer,&c. ſindiag all hopes of his R:/to- 
7ation deſtioyed , he fell into fuch a ſulken AMelan- 
c/22ly thet he would taiſt no Food,and fo voluntarily 
ſtarved himſelf. 


But which way ſever he came hy his End, King Henry it 
ſeems was willing to let all the World kxow be was d-ad, for 
his Body, Embalm'd and covered with Lead, all ſave the 
Fez, was brought to london, where for three days together 
1f was expoſed at Paul's to publick, view, an: then buried in 
the Church of Predicant Friars at Laneley in Buckinghamjbive ; 
Bnt afterwards by King #enry the Fifth removed to Weſt. 
minſter, and there honourably Eatombed, Yet ſome Scottiſh 
#/iftorians aftrm ; That he ef. aped ot of Priſon, and leda 
ſolitary and vireuous life in that Kingdom for divers years, 
andlies buried ( as they ſry) in the Zlack Friers at Sterling. 
So different is the Report of Fame touching this unhappy 
Prince's exit out of the World , who lived therein about 
3; years, ard Rei n.422 years and 3 months. 


FFINTS. 


